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PREFACE, 


HE Deſign of the following Papers 
is to inſtruct the pious Members o 
our Excellent Church of Englan 

how to be able to give a rational Ac- 
count of the Faith they profeſs. I 
have divided them into Iwo Parts; the Former 
of which, as I know, and have experienced it to 
be ſerviceable in the Inſtruction of Youth, ſo do I 
flatter my ſelf that the Latter will be of no leſs 
Uſe and Beneſit to thoſe that are of more advanced 
Tears, and riper Onderſtandings. If it be obs 
jected againſt me, that throughout the whole Per- 
formance I have rather collected. than compiled, 
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and that inſtead of offering any thing of my own, 


I have gleavel from others what might be moſt 
ſerviceable to the Cauſe I have undertaken; 1 
A 2 readily 


The PREFACE. 
readily oven the Charge, and am proud of putting 
into the Hands of my Readers thoſe Weapons 
that have ſo often been uſed with Succeſs againit 
our Common Adverſaries, and which need no 
more to recommend em to our Church's Friends, 
and make them formidable to her Enemies, than 
that they have prefix d to them the Great Names 
of Beveridge and Nicholls, of Comber and 
Bennet, of Cave and Nelſon: Theſe are the 
Authors to whom the Church of England waſt 
own her ſelf for ever obliged, and who have ever 
thought it the greatei} Honour to be her Cham- 
pions and nders. 

| As to the Method I have made choice of by way 
of Queſtion and Anſwer, I thought it the moſt 
expedient, as well upon account of the more ready 
Information of the Onderſlanding, by giving the 
Mind 4 Reſpite every new Queſtion that is put, 
47 alſo for the greater Benefit of Stating the Ob- 
j<Tioms made againſt our Church with more Clear- 
neſs and lay . y. 

The main Inducement I had to make theſe Pa- 
pers publick, was the wretched Prevalency I found 
Some trifling Oljectient to have upon the Minds 
of ſome weak, but well-meaning Perſons, upon 
which account I carefully collected Anſwers tothoſe 
Difficulties (if they will bear that Name) from 
the beſt Authors; which Anſwers lay ſo inter- 
wixgled with a great deal of other Matter in 
the Books from whence I took them, that it would 
have been too great a Task for Children, or in- 
deed for very many Perſons of riper Years to 
have gathered ther aut, and placed them under 


diſtiuc᷑ 
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diſtinc Heads. If the Reader meets with ſome 
Queitions f the ſame Nature in the Second Part 
to others that he found in the Firſt, he is to con- 
feder that a more full Explanation is there given 
1 things that perhaps by reaſon of their 

neth and Copionſneſs could not have been ſo ea- 
fily imbibed by tender Minds, for whoſe Uſe the 
Firſt Part was principally deſigned I thought 
moreover that it might be uſeful to lay together in 
one ſmall Volume what I found ſcattered up and 
down in many larger. that the Readers might at 


the leſs Expence of Time and Money be made ac- 


quainted with ſome of the Excellencies of our 
Holy Church which, the more ſhe is conſidered, the 
more ſhe will be admired. Although the Firſt 
Part be deſigned more properly for Youth, yet 1 
am not without hopes, that ſome Perſons of adlvan- 
ced Years may reap Benefit from them both, if they 
can thereby be brought to have juſter Notions of 
our Conſtitutions, Liturgy, Rites, Ceremonies, 
&c. than many at preſent have; Ignorance and 
Prejudice being the greateſt Enemies that have 
openly appeared againit them. They who by their 
K nowledge and Love of our Church are ſo well 
principled as that they have mo Occaſion for 4 
Performance of this kind, will, I truſt, be ſo 
candid as to favour the honeſt Intentions of one, 
who though leſs able, is not leſs willing, than 
themſelves to contribute to its Peace. And as for 
thoſe who have evil Will to its Eſtabliſhment, if 
they ſhall think fit to quarrel with this Treatiſe, 
they are to attack the Authors themſelves to whom 
we are cbliged for the Contents of it. And if 
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our Adverſaries make no Aſſanlts upon this Piece, 
till they ſhall have confuted thoſe Writings, I am 
in no fear of any Anſwers they can ever give to it. 
I defire them to take notice that — are 10 _ 
ling Accuſations, or Expreſſions of Bitterneſs again 
obo : 7. Church, whereof 12 4 Mind nei- 
ther wants nor warrants the Ofe of ſuch M eapont; 
She being guided by as much Moderation in Reali- 
ty, as any Rank or Denomination of Chriſtians 
can boai? of, or pretend to have exerciſed. 

If I attain my End by the publiſhing of theſe 
Papers, and can but do the leaft Service in promo- 
ting the Peace and Unity of our excellent Church, 
T ſhall think my ſelf well rewarded; If not, 1 
Hell at leaſt have the SatisfaFion to have wiſhed 
well, and perhaps the good Fortune to provoke 
Some more able Pen to promote this glorious Cauſe 
in 4 manner more beneficial to the World. 
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Of the Church. 


AA Religion do you profeſs ? 

| A. That which is profeſſed and 
taugt in the Holy Catholick Church 
* of Chriſt. 

Q. bat do ye underſtand by the 


Church of Chriſt ? | 
A. The viſible Church of Chriſt is a Congrega- 
tion of faithful Men, in the which the pure Word 
of God is preached, and the Sacraments be duly 
adminiſter'd, according to Chriſt's Ordinance, in 
all thoſe things that of neceſſity are requiſite to the 

ſame. | 

Q. What do you mean by the Catholick Church ? 

A. I believe the Church is not confined to any 
one Nation, or People, but is Catholick, that is 
to ſay, General or Univerſal, ſpread over the Face 
of the whole Earth. The Word Catholic alſo was 
taken by ſome of the Primitive Fathers to fignify 
Orthodox, that is, of a ſound Faith, or right Opi- 


nion in Divinity. 
A 4 2 Of 
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. Of what part of the Catholick Church do you pro- 
Due ſelf a Member ? * 
A. Of the Church of Exgland. 

Q. What do you mean by the Church of England? 
A. I mean that Body 'of Men who, as to Church 
Affairs, are united together under the ſame Princi- 


pal Church-Officers, the Biſhops, Prieſts and Dea- 


cons ; and who communicate with them and with 
one another, in all Religious Offices, according to 
the Liturgy, and Orders of our Church; who pro- 
teſs the Chriſtian Faith according to the ancient 
Creeds and the thirty nine Articles, and are go- 
vern d according to the Canons and Laws of the 
National Church eſtabliſhed here in Englazd. 

Q ds you profeſs your ſelf a Alemùer of the Church 
of England? 

A. Becauſe find it to be very agreeable to the 
Scriptures, and in all material Points to be exactly 
correſpondent to the Primitive Church in its great- 
eſt Purity. 


QQ How do you prove the Church of England to be a 
pure and well conſtituted Church ? 
A. Our Church is both in its Doctrine, and 
Worſhip, in its Faith and Practice, one of the beſt 
and pureſt Churches that ever was upon the Face 
of the Earth, every way fittcd to the great Ends 
for which Chriſt inſtitated his Church in general ; 
_ even for the advancing God's Glory, and for the 
bringing of Souls to Heaven. For upon the ſtrict- 
eſt Enquiry even of its Enemies, nothing that can 
juſtly offend, is chargeable upon our Church, ſhe is 
erfectly free from all Remains of Snperſtition and 
| pores It is therefore a vain Objection, which 
our Diſſeaters make ufe of, that our Liturgy and 
Ceremonies are taken out of the Popiſh Maſs- Book; 
whereas they were in the Primitive Church in its 
greateſt Purity, ſeveral Hundred Years before Po- 
pery had corrupted any part of the 9 In 
; f I Ort, 
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ſhort, there is nothing enjoyned by our Church, but 
what tend to ſanctify our Natures, to enlighten our 
Underſtandings, to puriſy our Wills, and to breathe 
into our Souls holy Affections. | See more of the Ex- 
cellency of our Church in Part 2. Chap. 1 ] 

Q. But tho our Church be a pure and well conſtitu- 
ted Church, may we not joyn in Communion with our 
Diſſenters, or the Papiſts, without being guilty of Siu? 

A. No: For if I, without a juſt Cauſe, forſake the 
Communion of the National Church, I become 
guilty of the Sin of Schiſm: And if I joyn my ſelf 
in Communion with the Papiſts, I muſt conſent to 
Idolatry and Superſtition. | See more of Schiſm, Part 
2. Chap. 1.) 

Q. Shew me how the Doftrine of the Church of Eng- 
land 4 farther conformable to that of Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles. 

* Whatever Chriſt and his Apoſtles delivered 
out at firſt, as fundamental to Salvation, whatever 
they inſtituted as Parts of Devotion, Diſcipline, and 
Order, we ſtill faithfully retain in our Church. 
She hath the ſame Senſe of the Nature, Offices, the 
Deſign and whole Undertaking of Chriſt, that the 
truly ancient Church had: Our Religion is the ſame 
with that of the early Chriſtians, Martyrs, and 
Confeſſors, believed in the firſt three hundred Years, 
and defended by all Councils truly General : She 
receives the Creed and Bible, and any Traditions 
that can be made out to be ttuly Divine, in the 
ſame Meaning and Underſtanding that Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles gave to the firſt Chriſtians, and they 
to us. What their Thoughts of Saints and holy 
Souls departed were, ours are, Thoughts of Re- 
ſpect, Remembrance, and Imitation, not Divine 
Worſhip: Chriſt inſtituted proper Figures and 
Symbols of Bread and Wine to repreſent and con- 
firm, to conveigh and commemorate his Bioad 
PaTion and Benefits to Mankind ; in this Senſe the 


preſerves 
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preſerves the Inſtitution ſacred, and doth not re- 
ally ſacrifice or crucity the Lord of Lite again. 
Chriſt commanded good Works under the Penalty 
of eternal Damnation. She doth the ſame, and in 
our Maſter's Language bids the Doers of them 
call themſelves unprofitable Servants, beating down 
Pride and Merit. Run through the whole Conſti- 
tution of our Church in Articles of Faith, and Rules 
of Manners, you may trace them to Chriſt and his 
Apoltles Time, and all other parts oi her Govern» 
ment and Order are truly Primitive; and it mult 
needs be ſo, ſeeing ſhe ſincerely follows her Rule of 
Faith, the Holy Scriptures, ſo Ancient, ſo Divine, 
and whatever is declared there Eſſential to Salva- 
tion, ſhe brings into her Creed, and reſolves to 
keep it like a mighty Treaſure faithful unto Death. 

Q. Wherein conſiſts the Excellency and Uſefulneſs of 
our Common Prayer ? 

A. Though all Churches in the World have and 
ever had Forms of Prayer, yet none was ever bleſ- 
fed with ſo comprehenſive, fo exact, and ſo inof- 
fenſive a Compoſure as our Liturgy is; for the 
greateſt Part of the Prayers therein are Primitive, 
or another Edition of the moſt ancient Liturgies of 
the Eaſtern and Weſtern Churches corrected and 
amended. For we can want nothing, but we there 
pray for it; we can have nothing but we there give 
God Thanks for it: And whoever deſires to wor- 
ſhip God with Zeal and Knowledge, Spirit and 
Truth, Purity and Sincerity, may do it by theſe 
devout Forms, better than by any other kind of 
Prayer. For a truly pious Man can cvery Day, by 
the Uſe of theſe Prayers, excrciſe Repentance and 
Faith, Love and Deſire, and ſo uſe them as to ob- 
rain treſn Hopes of Mercy, Peace of Conſcience, 


Increaſe of Grace, and Expectations of Glory, and 


whocver finds not theſe Effects, the Fault is not in 
the 


BP, 


the Prayers, but in the Indiſpoſition of his own 
Heart. [Se more of the Excellency of the Common 
Prayer, Chap. 2. Part 1.] . 

Q. My our C:mmon Prayer called the Liturgy ? 

A. From the Gee Word Liturgy, which ſignifies 
a publick Office or Serv ice. 

Q. How often has our Church appointed publick Pray- 
ers to be ſaid ? a 

A. Twice every Day. 

Q. How often ought Perſons to pray with their Fa- 
milies ? 

A. Morning and Evening. 
Q. How often ought every Chriſtian to pray in ſecret ? 
A. At lcalt twice every Day. 

QA berein conſiſts the Reaſonableneſs of the daily 
Attendance en publick Prayers? | 

A. Principally from the univerſal Reaſon of all 
the World, and the concurrent Practice and Con- 
ſent of all Mankind, which agrees in this, that 
whereſoever they own a God, true or falſe, they 
daily performed ſome Worſhip to him. The very 
Heathens werſhipped their Gods daily, and the 
Egyptians three times a Day; the Turks are called 
to Prayers five times e ery Day, and fix times on 
Fridays; the Fews of old had, and ſtill have three ſer 
Hours of Prayer; the Primitive Chriſtians had 
three ſet times in every Day for publick Prayers, 
Nine and Twelve in the Morning, and Three in 
the Afternoon, and punctually obſerved them. In 
all Ages good Men have in this manner conſtantly 
exerciſed their Devotions, and have expoſed them- 
ſelves to the utmoſt Dangers and Hazards, rather 
than neglect their Duty in this kind. 

Q._ Of whaz Antiquity are the publick Prayers of 
the Church ? 


A. Some Parts of them have bcen uſed above one 


_ thouſand three hundred Years; and ſome of thoſe 


have been of later Uſe above one thouſand. 


Q. What 
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 Q. What Parts of the publick Prayers bas the Church 
1 to be ſaid by the People with an audible 
Voice ? 

A. The Confeſſion, the Lord's Prayer, Reſponſes, 
Pſalms, the Hymns after the firſt and ſecond Leſ- 
| ſons, and the three Creeds, and the Amen. And 
indeed it is an happy Privilege of the Sons of this 
Church, that they are not as the Papiſte, enſlaved 
to pray in an unknown Tongue: Or as the Sædta- 
riſis, to joyn in Prayers which they know not the 
Intent of before they be finiſhed. 

And is it any Inconvenience to be unacquainted 
with that which the Perſon who prays is about to utter ? 

A. Yes: For my Devotion is 1 2 while I am 

in Uncertainty whether I may ſafely make that 
— own Prayer which he that ſpeaks is offering 


u 
A But why may we not ſay the reſt of the Prayers 
audibly after the Miniſter ? 

A. Becauſe we ſhould never joyn aloud with the 
Miniſter but where it is appointed; endeavouring 
to make it our own by an hearty Amen. Great 
Care muſt be taken, not to interfere with the Prieſt 
by repeating what is his peculiar Office to ſpeak 
aloud. 

Q. I bat do you mean by Reſponſes ? 
A. Sentences anſwering to ſome foregoing. 
E What is the Reaſon that our Church appoints theſe 
Let us pray, to be ſeveral times repeated in 
Reading our Litur 

A. In the rr, we find theſe Words of- 
ten repeated as a kind of Watch-word, to ſummon 
us all with united force to beſiege Heaven it ſelf 
with our holy Importunitics; and it is a Warning 
to every one to lay aſide all vain Thoughts, and 
only ro mind this great Work we have in hand. 

Q. IVhat do you mean by Amen? 


A. 1 
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A. I deſire it may be as I have prayed, Lord let 
all and every theſe things be granted to us. 

Q. Why are the Celletts called ſo ? 

A. Becauſe they are collected generally out of 
the Epiſtles and Goſpels, and becauſe they are ve- 
ry brief Collections of Petititions for all things ne- 
ceſſary for Soul and Body; or if we reſpe& the 
Phraſe of the Ancients, becauſe they were repeated 


in publick when the People were collected or ga- 
thered together. 


(2) 


CHAT 


Of Reading the Holy Scriptures, and 


ſome other Things relating to the 


Publick Worſhip of GOD. 


Scriptures ? 
. Yes, in every Daily Service. 
In what manner? 

A. The Pſalms twelve times every Year, moſt 
Part of the Old Teſtament every Year once, and 
the New Teſtament three times, (excepting the 
Revelations, which is appointed for proper Leſſons 
on ſome certain Feaſts only,) beſides what is read 
for Epiſtles and Goſpels. 

Q. What do you mean by Leſſons? 

A. Properly Readings, or Portions of Scriptures 


Q. D*:s S the Church enjoyn Reading the holy 
A 


Morning and Evening Services. 

' Q. Are the Scriptures interpreted in the Church of 
England according to the Senſe of the Catholick Church? 
A. Our Church does interpret the Scriptures in 

the ſame Senſe which the Catholick Church hath in 
the pureſt and beſt Ages put upon them ; as appears 
by a Canon made in tull Convocation, A.D. 1571, 
afterwards confirmed by Queen Elizabeth, where- 
by it is ordained, That all Miniſters ſhall chiefly 


take heed, that they teach nothing but what is 


agreeable to the Doctrine of the Old and New 
Teſtament, and what the Catholick Fathers and 


Primitive Biſmops have thence collected. So wiſely 
hath 


| 


appointed to be read next after the Pſalms in the 
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hath our Church provided againſt Novelties, in- 
ſomuch that had this one Rule been duly obſerved 
as it * here would have been no ſuch thing 


as Hereſy and Schiſm amongſt us; but we ſhould 
have continued firm both to the Doctrine and Di- 
ſcipline of the Univerſal Church. He therefore 
that would be (ure not to fall into damnable Er- 
rors, muſt be ſure alſo to continue firm and ſted- 
faſt to the Doctrine of the Catholick Church, as 
being grounded upon the Scriptures rightly un- 
derſtood; for io every thing is that ſhe have taught 
us. And certainly whatever hath been thus a 
proved and taught by the Univerſal Church in all 
Ages, we have all the Reaion in the World to be- 
lieve it to be agreeable to the Goſpel. 

Q. Did the Primitive Church read the Scriptures in 
their publick Aſſemblies ? 

A. Tertullian notes it was one main End of their 
Aſſembling to hear God's Word read, both of the 
Old and New Teſtament, both the 
Commentaries of the Apoſtles and the S. 2. 5. 98. 
Writings of the Prophets, as Juſtin 
Martyr informs us. How much of each was read 
at on. Mccting in the firſt Times is not known, 
it being then unfixed and arbitrary; becauſe their 
Meetings, by the ſudden Interruption of the Hea- 
thens, were oft diſturbed and broken up, and 
therefore both Juſtin and Tertullian confeſs that they 
only read 4s much as Occaſion ſerved, and the 
Condition of the preſent times did require. Bur 
afterwards there were ſet Portions aſſigned both 
our of the Od and New Teſtament, 
tv /o Leſſon out of each, as we do find Lib. 2. c. 37. 
ir in the Author of the Apeſtolick Con- T. 87. 


 ſtirntions, Nay. the Primitive Church Emb. Hiſt. Eccl. 


did read ſome practical Leſſons out of J. 2. c. 45.5. 143 

the Apocryph, not as any part of the 

Rule of Faith, but as our Church for Inſtruction 
of 


(10) 
of Manners, after we have evidently diſtinguiſhed 
it from the Canonical Books. 

Q._ Did the Primitive Chriſtians uſe to ing Hymns 
by turns in their publick Aſſemblies ? 

A. Yes : For Pliny writing to the Emperor Tra- 
Jan, reports that the Chriſtians uſed then to ſing 
Verſes to Chriſt by turns, which was not much 
above one hundred Years after our Saviour. And 
Socrates relates, that Ignatim learned this way of 
finging Hymns by turns from the Angels, and he 
firſt delivered it to the Chriſtian Church, which 
ever fince doth zealouſly imitate them here, ho- 
ping to bear a part with them in their eternal 
Hallelujahs, where the Seraphims cry out one to 
another, Hoh, holy, holy, Lord God of Hoſt, Iſa. vi. 3. 

Q Our Adverſaries object againſt Inſtrumental Mu- 
ick as now uſed in Choirs of Cathedral and Collegiate 
Churches, alledging, that it is Popiſb and Antichriſtian : 
Mat can you ſay to this? 

A. The Primitive Chriſtians, before Popery was 
known in the World, as has been ſhewn, were ac- 
cuſtomed to ſing Pſalms and Hymns in their Af 
ſemblies; and to aſſiſt their Devotion, they had alſo, 
as well as the Fews, Inſtruments of Muſick which 
ſounded with their Voices in Praiſing God. And 
even the Presbyterian Churches Abroad make uſe of 
Organs in their Publick Service: So that either 
thoſe were, and theſe are Popiſh, or elſe the Ob- 
jection is of no force. And Experience ſhews that 
Muſick works much on the Affections of well- 
temper d Men, it calms their Minds, compoſes 
their Thoughts, excites their Devotion, and fills 
their Souls with a mighty Pleaſure while they thus 
ſer forth his Praiſe. For ſure he is of a rugged 
Temper, and hath an ill-compoſed Soul, who feels 
not theſe Effects of that grave and pleaſant Har- 
mony which doth accompany this Office. And 
we may fear he is not of David's Spirit, whoſe Ears 

| | are 
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1) 
are offended, whoſe Spirit is diſturbed, or his 
Devotion hinder'd by Vocal or Inſtrumental 


Muſick. | See more of Singing and Mufick in Church- 
es, Part 2. Chap. 17. 


Q. M bat do you mean by Epiſtle ? 
A. Properly a Letter ſent, as thoſe of St. Paul 


to the Romans, Corinthians, Galatians, &c. though 


ſometimes a Portion of Scripture taken out of 
one of the Prophets, or the Acts of the Apoſtles, 
Cc. be appointed inſtead of part of thoſe. 

Q. What do you mean by Goſpel? 

A. Properly Glad-tidings, ſuch as thoſe con- 
cerning our Saviour's Birth, Miracles, Paſſion, 
Reſurre&ion, &c. written by St. Matthew, St. 
Mark, Luke and John. 

Q But what do you mean by Goſpel, as appointed 
to be read in the Communion- Service on Sundays and 
Holy-Days? 

A. Some Portion of Scripture ſuitable to the 
Occaſion, taken out of one of thoſe four Writers 
before-mentioned. Es 

Q. How long have the Epiſtles and ( ofpels been 
fixed to thoſe Sundays on which we now uſe them? 

A. Above twelve hundred Years, as may be 
proved by divers Paſſages in the Homilies of the 
ancient Fathers. 

Q. Did the ancient Chriſtians uſe to give Thanks to 
God before and after the Reading of th: Goſpel? 

A. The Grezk Liturgy orders; and the Anci- 
ents uſed to ſay before the Goſpel, Glory be to thee, 


oO God; and afterwards, Thanks be to God for his Holy 


Goſpel; as if Chriſt was then before their Eyes. 
Q. With what Diſpoſition of Mind ought we td 


perform theſe Acts of public Worſhip ? 


A. With ſincere Intentions of glorifying God, and 
making his Honour and Praiſe known among Men. 


Acknowledge hereby * entire Dependence * 
is 
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his Bounty both for what we enjov, and what we 
farther expect. And with hearty Endeavours of 
performing his bleſſed Will, and of being that in 
our Lives and Actions, which we beg to ve made 
in our Prayers, which we are enjoined in his Ho- 
ly Word, and which we ſolemnly promiſe in the 
Holy Sacrament. 

Q. With what Reverence of our Bodies ought we to 
perform theſe Acts of publick Worſhip ? 

Firſt, to compoſe our Bodies into thoſe 
molt reverent Poſtures which the Church hath 
ſuited to every part of Duty; Kneeling at the 
Confeſſion, Abſolution, and Prayers; Standing 
at the Gloria Patri, Hymns, and Creeds, making 
the Reſponſes with an audible Voice, and Bow- 
ing at the Holy Name of Jzsus; for a general 
Uniformity in theſe things doth declare, that 
there is in us a due Senſe of the divine Preſence, 
a great Obedience to our Governors, and a {ſweet 
Harmony between our Bodies and Souls in the 
Worſhip we pay to the Creator of both. As for 
the Seftaries, who inveigh ſo much againſt theſe 
ſolemn Geſtures preſcribed by our Church to be 
obſerved in the Worſhip of God, they muſt needs 
be convinced of their Error, when they conſider, 
that ſuch Geſtures are neceſſary to be obſerved in 
the worſhipping of God, whether they were ever 
preſcribed by any Church, or no: And that when- 
ſoever they condemn us for the uſing of them, 
they do with the ſame Breath condemn the Pa- 
triarchs, the Prophets, the Apoſtles, the Martyrs, 
the whole Catholick Church, both Militant and 
Triumphant; yea, and Chriſt himſelf the Head 
of it, who uſed them as well as we. | 

Q. Where are theſe Acts of publick Worſhip to be 
perjormed? | 


A. In 
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A. In the Church the Houſe of God, fo cal- 
led upon the Account of its peculiar Relation to 
him. 

Q. Did the Apoſtles and Primitive Chriſtians ſet 
apart particular Places for publick Worſhip ? 

A. It is plain that even in the Times of the 
Apoſtles there were Places ſet apart tor D:-ine 
Worſhip; St. Clemens (in his famous Epiſtle to 
the Corinthians) aſſures us, that Chriſt did not on- 
ly appoint the Times when, the Perſons by 
whom, but the Places where he would be 0- 
lemnly ſerved, and worſhipped. Ana 7 
Martyr expreſly affirms, that upon Sunday all 
Chriſtians (whether in Town or Country) uſed 
to aſſemble together in one Place; which could 
hardly have been done, had not that Place been 
fix'd and ſettled. 

Q. How ought we to reverence holy Places? 

A. By Building and Erc&ing ſuch Places where 
they are wanting, and furniſhing them with all 
imaginable Decency for the Worſhip of God : 
By Repairing and Adorning them, when Time 
or the Iniquity of an Age has made them rui- 
nous: By keeping them from all prophane and 
common Uſage, and applying them whoily to 
the Buſineſs of Religion: By offering up our 
Prayers in them with Fervour and Frequency: 
By hearing God's Word with Attention and Re- 
ſolutions of obeying it, and by celebrating the 
holy Myſteries with Humility and Devotion. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. III. 
Of the Miniſters, or Perſons Officiating 


in Divine Service. 


Q. ROM whom do the Minifters of the Chri- 
ian Church derive their Commiſſion ? 
A. From our Saviour Jesus Cnrisr, who juſt 
before his Aſcenſion, inſpired his Apoſtles with 
the Holy Ghoit, and gave them 
John 20. 23. Power to remit and retain Sins; 
| which Apoſtles were Biſhops both 
in Name and Thing, and ſome of them fix'd their 
Sees in the chief Cities which they had conver- 
ted; Ordaining others, as Occafion required, 
when the Bounds of the Church were ſo enlar- 
ged, that there was need of greater Numbers to 
preach the Goſpel. All this we affirm to be ſo 
plain, both in Holy Scripture, and the Writings 
of the Ancient Fathers, that no Man who has 
bur a ſmall ſhare of Modeſty, can deny it. 
For if we would read the Scriptures without 


Prejudice, we ſhall find three diſtin Orders cf 


Miniſters in the Chriſtian Church in the Apoſtles 
Days, which were deſigned to continue to the 
End of the World. For beſides thoſe two which 
our Adverſaries allow, viz. Deacons, and Preſ- 
byters, we read of another Order, which were 
ſuperior to, and had Anthority over both theſc. 
Such were the Apoſtles, and Timothy, and Titus, 
and others. Such were St. James, ſurnamed the 


Juſt, 
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Juſt, and Epaphroditas, who are termed Apoſtles 
or Biſhops by all Antiquity. Such doubtleſs were 
thoſe whom St. Paul calls Apoſtles of the Chur- 
ches, and joins with Titus, 2 Cor. viii. 23. And 
ſuch alſo were thoſe Angels of the Churches, men- 
tioned in the Book of the Revelations. 

If the ancient Records of the Church be con · 
ſulted, they will give ample Teſtimony to the 
Epiſcopal Order. For Jgnatizs, who was con- 
verſant with the Apoſtles, mentions three Orders 
in the Church, Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons ; 
and commands, that tho' the Biſhop be a youn- 
ger Man than the Presbytcrs, they ſhould how- 
ever ſbew him all Honour and Reſpe&: And to 
break Communion with the Biſhop, or refuſe O- 
bedience to his Commands, is by him cenſured 
asno leſs than a renouncing of God and Chriſt. 
Juſtin Martyr mentions the Prefident, or Biſhop 
of the Church in his Time: And not only that 
moſt ancient Hiſtorian Hegeſippus, but the Great 
and Learned Dionyſius, Biſhop of Corinth, has 
left us Catalogues of the Primitive Biſhops. 
Clemens Alexandrinum takes notice of three diſtinct 
Orders in his Time, and makes Presbyters the 
ſecond. Origez affirms, that the principal Officer 
in the Church is the Biſhop. It would be endleſs 
to reckon up every thing tor the Preheminence of 
Biſhops above Presbyters, which has been urged 
by Tertullian, Cyprian, Athanaſius, Auſtin, and the 
Writers of the following Ages, down to the Re- 
formation. | 

Q. Do the Biſhops and Miniſters of the Church of 
England derive their Commiſſi5n from our Saviour ? 

A. The Biſhops and Paſtors of our Church 
have, by a ſucceſſive Impoſition of Hands, cor- 
tinued all along from the Apoſtles, rccei- * : 


ſame Spirit which 7 breathed into tl. 
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the effectual Adminiſtrations of the Word and 
Sacraments ; and therefore may do it as effectu- 
ally to the Salvation of Mankind as they did. 

Q. Are not the means of Grace as effettuully admi- 
niſtred to the Salvation of Mankind by our Diſſenting 
Teachers as they are by the Miniſters of the Church of 
England? 

A. We firſt deſire our Diſſenting Teachers to 
prove their Authority or Commiſſion to be deri- 
ved from God, or from Man duly authorized to 
grant it. We deſire em, ſecondly, to produce 
one Text of Scripture where our Saviour has 
promiſed his Bleſſing upon any publick Aſſemblies 
met together tor the publick Worſhip of God, in 
which the Perſon Miniſtring is not lawfully Or- 
dained into the Miniſtry according to Chriſt's 
Inſtitution. We defire 'em, thirdly, to ſhew us 
any Church that had any other Government but 
Epiſcopal for the firſt fitteen hundred Years ; or, 
till Calvin. And we tarther deſire to know what 
Scripture, or Precedent from Antiquiry com- 
pell'd him to Reform without it. We deſire 
them, fourthly, to give us one ſingle Inſtance in 
any of the firſt and pureſt Ages, of a Man who 
was Ordained without the Impoſition of the 
Biſhop's Hands, and whoſe Orders were then e- 
ſteemed valid by the Church of Chriſt. In this 
Caſe, we lay, (and the Primitive Church in all 
Parts of the World faid ſo too) that the Orders 
fo conterred are utterly null and void. And con- 
{-quently here in Eaglaud, all Perſons ſo Ordai- 
ned, without and againſt the Will of the chief 
Presbyter or Biſhop, have no valid Orders. 
And alto all ſuch Adminiſtrations of the Word 


and Sacraments as are performed by them are 
null and void. 1885 | 
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Q. What is the Duty ef ail Lay-Chriſtiaas to their 


— 


Sptritual Governors ? 

A. To honour and eſteem them highly for their 
Work ſake, to treat them with Reſpect and 
Reverence, to love thein, to provide for their 
Maintenance, to pray tor them, and to ovey 
them. 

Q. ITherein confits that Honour and Eſteem that 
s due to our Spiritual Superiors for their Morks 
ſake? @ 

A. In conſidering them as thoſe that bear the 
great Character of Ambaſſadors from 
Chriſt, as St. Paul calls them; and as 2 cor. 5. 2%. 
Inſtruments of conveying to us the 

reateſt Bleſſings we are capable of receiving, be- 
cauſe they relate to our eternal Salvation; and 
conſequently regarding them as commiſſioned by 
him to that holy Office. So that the Authority 
they have received to preſide over Chriſtians as 
Governors of the Church, muſt always be owned 
to come from God. And this religious Regard 
to their divine Miſſion muſt be expreſs'd in the 
whole Courſe of our Conduct rowards them. 

Q. How was the Prieſthood efleemed amo. g the 
Primitive Ch iftians 2 

A. The Chriſtians of the earlieſt Ages believed, 
that their Clergy received their Commiſſion trom 
Heaven, and had that juſt Regard for the Divi- 
nity of their Titles, that they uſed them with 
Veneration and Reverence, as if they had been 
more than mortal. No Reſpect, no Submiſſion 
was thought great enough, they would kiſs their 
Hands, and embrace their Feet, wait upon them 
upon the Road, and always receive and diſmi!s 
them with che univerſal Conſiuence ot the People. 
The Rom Emperors wonſd entertain tuem at 
tueir own Tables, though in the m.aneſt ant 
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moſt deſpicable Habit: They ſeldom went 2 
Journey without the Company of a Biſhop, and 
ſo infinitely tender were they of the Diznity of 
the Prieſthood, that one of them proteſſed he 
would cover their Infirmities with his Imperial 


Robe. 


Q. Wherein conſiſts that Obedience we owe to our 
Spiritual Governors? 

A. In obſerving all their Injun&ions that are 
contained within the Bounds of their Commiſſion ; 
in ſubmitting to that Diſcipline they ſhall inflict, 
either to recover us from a State of Folly, or to 
preſcrve us f. om falling into it. And all this from 
a Senſe of that Right they have to command, in- 
truſted to them by our Saviour Itsus Cukisr, and 
of that great Penalty we are liable to, by our 
| | Contempt; for he that deſpiſeth them, 
Luke 10. 16. gdeſpiſeth him that ſent them. Accor- 

| dingly St. Paul charges us to obey 
* . that have che Rule over us, 
and to ſubmit our ſelyes becauſe they watch for 
our Souls, as they that muſt give an Account. 

Q. Is eur Obedience due in 9. things ealy as they 
can prove to be the Mil of God from expreſs Te- 
ſtimony of Scripture ? 

A. It is reaſonable to think our Obedience to 
our Spirital Governors, is of a larger extent; for 
there is no Man but ought to be ſubmitted to, 
when he convinces Us, that what he exhorts Us to 
do, is cnjoined by the expreſs Command of God; 
and if this were all the Obedience that were due 
to our Spiritual Guides, they would be obliged 
as mich to obey us, as we are to pbey them. 
Since therefore God has in his holy Word given 
them ſome Spiritual Authority, and a Right ta 
ex1& ſome Obedience from their Flock, the Exer- 
ciſe of it muſt be about things indifferent in them- 
"I 8 | felyes, 
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ſelves, not enjoined by the expreſs Word of God, 
but only no ways contrary to it, no ways for- 
bidden By it. This obliges us to attend their 
publick Adminiſtrations at ſuch Times and Pla- 
ces as they ſhall appoint. and upon ſuch Occaſi- 
ons as they ſhall judge proper to increaſe our 
Piety and Devotion; to ſubmit to ſuch Regula- 
tions as they ſhall think conducive towards the 
ediſying the Body of Chriſt. The want of this 
Obedience deſtroys the Peace of the Church, and 
inſenſibly leads us ſtep by ſtep, till our Refracto- 
rineſs degencrates into the grievous Sin of Schiſm. 

Q. What may we learn from the Conſideration of 
thoſe Duties which we owe to the Miniſters of Jesvs 
Cunisr ? 

A. That the Contempt of the Clergy generally 
procceds from a Contempt of Religion ; or when 
it takes its riſe from a more innocent Cauſe, is 


very apt to lead to it, becauſe a due Regard to 


Religion can never be maintained without a pro- 
portionable Reſpe& to the Miniſtcrs thereof. 
That one proper Method to increaſe our Reward 
in the next World, 1s to do all good Offices to 
thoſe that are dedicated to the Service of the Al- 
tar; becauſe he that encourages and enables a 
Prophet for his Duty, bath an Intereſt in his 
Work, and conſequently in the Reward that be- 
longs to it. He that receives a Prophet out of 
Reſpect to his Function, ſnall receive a Prophet's 
Reward. That our Zeal to defend the Rights of 
the ſacred Order ought the more frequently to cx - 
ert it ſelf, by how much the more the faithful 
Diſcharge of their Function expoſes them to the 
ill Will and Malice of wicked and unreaſonable 
Men. That there is no better way to maintain 
the Peace of the Church, and edify the Body of 
Chriſt, than by preferving a great Deference for 


Our 
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our Spiritual Governors, and by ſubmitting to 
their lawtul Inſtitutions. 

Q. Why are the Miniſters of God «called the 
Clergy ? 

A. Becauſe that Order of Men, that have been 
peculiarly appropriated to the Service of God, 
and devoted to wait at the Altars, have always 
deen eſtecmed God's Lot and Inheritance, which 

the Word tignitics in the Greek. 
Numb. 8. 14. Thus God ſays, the Levite Hall be 
bn 17. 6. ine. And our Saviour calls his 
Apoſtles the Gitt his Father gave 
him out of the World. [ See more of the Priefibeed, 
Part 2. Chap. 14 


CHAP. 
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E 


; f the Ceremonies and Modes of Vor- 
ſhip made uſe of in the Church of 
England. 


Q. E 5s E Quakers and Anabaptiſts ſay, That 
Infant Baptiſm is the Doctrine of Devils : 
J daſire you to prove that it is an Apoſtolick Tra- 
dition. 
A. If Infant Baptiſm be not an Apoſtolick 
Tradition, how came all Churches planted by 
the Apoſtles, to practiſe it? Had not the Church 
been always in Poſicſiion of this Practice, or could 
any time be ſhew'd on this fide the Apoſtles, 
when it began ; nay, could it be proved that any 
one Church in the World did not baptize Infants, 
or that any conſiderable Number of Men (other- 
wiſe Orthodox) did decline the Baptizing of 
them upon the ſame Principles that theſe Men 
do now: Then we foul ſuſpect, that their Ar- 
guments are betteg than they really are, and that 
Infant Pzprtiim might poſſibly be a Deviation 
from the Rule cf Cariſt. But ſince it is ſo uni- 
verſal and ancient a Practiſe that there never was 
any Church Ancient or Modern, which did not 
„ pradile it, i: can be nothing leſs than an Apo- 
ſtolick Practiſe and Tradition. | Se more of Tafauc 
Baptiſm, Part 2. Chap. 2. 
Q Our Diſſenters object that GodF:thers and God- 
others have no 4:19 ity to covenant or aft in 10 
rens 
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drens Names when Baptized ; Pray give me an An- 
Frazer to this Objettion. 

A. We anſwer, Firſt, That the Sureties are 
red by the Parents. And therefore ſince 
tis granted that the Parents may act in behalf of 
the Infant, the Sureties have all that Authoriry 
which the Parents can give them. Secondly, The 
Church does hereby take great Security, that the 
Infants ſhall be religiouſly brought up : Inaſmuch 
as beſides their Parents, an Obligation is laid 
upon others alſo to take care of it. If the Parents 
ſhould die, or be negligent, the Sureties are en- 
gaged to admoniſh the Child, and have greater 
Authority, and better Advantages of doing fo, 
than other Perſons. If it be ſaid, this is ſeldom 
practis d: We anſwer, that the Goodneſs of a 
Rule 1s ro be judged of by the good that is done 
where tis kept, and not where tis broken. As 
for the Antiquity of them; Every Man that is 
converſant in the Writings of the Ancients, knows 
that from the firſt Ages of Chriſtianity, there 
were always Sureties in Baptiſm. [See more of 
Godfathers and Godmothers, Part 2. Chap. 2.] 

Q Our Adverſaries ſay it is ſuperſtitious and pro- 
phaue to uſe the Sign of the 2 in Baptiſm. Can 
joa give an Anſwer to this Objeftion ? 

A. The Croſs was uſed in Baptiſm many Ages 
before the Church was infected with Romiſb Er- 
rors. For tis mentioned by the oldeſt Writers, 
Tertullian, Cyprian, Lactantius, Prudentius, Pauli- 
ant, Bafil, Chryſoſtom, Auſtin, as a Rite of Baptiſm 
uſcd in their Times; and they cxtoll it as a very 
religious Uſage, highly becoming the Profeſſion of 
Chriſt. The firſt Chriſtian Emperor, Conſtantine 
the Great, had his Directions from Heaven to 
make the Croſs the great Banner in the Wars, 
with this Motto on it, By this Sg thou ſhalt over- 
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come. And ſure we cannot ſuppoſe that our ble 
ſed Lord would, by ſo immediate a Revelation, 
countenance ſuch a Rite as this already uſed in 
the Church, if he had reſented it before as any 
ways unwarrantable. Wherefore we muſt con- 
demn the pureſt Ages of the Church, if we ſhall 
cenſure the making this Sign to be idolatrous or 
ſuperſtitious, and it may become injurious to the 
Spirit of God, who did work many Miracles in 
the firſt Centuries by the Sign of the Croſs; as 
thoſe who conſult the Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtories, of 
the beſt Authority, cannot but be convinced. 
And it would be very unreaſonable, that we ſhould 
lay aſide a pious Rite which the Church hath uſed 
almoſt ſeventeen hundred Years, only becauſc 


ſome Perſons among us are pleaſed to find faulr 


with it without a juſt Cauſe. To conclade; The 
Ceremony is exceeding proper, and very inno- 
cent, uſed by moſt Chriſtians, approv'd by all 
the Ancients, and by ſome of the moſt eminenr 
Reformed Divines exprefly, and condemned by 
no Church. | See more of the Siga of the Croſs, Part 
2. Chap. 2.] | 

Q. Our Diſſenters ſay, that Confirmation is a ſuper- 


ſtitions thing, no ways agreeable to the Nord of God, 


but Popijh and Superſtitious. I deſire you would give 
me an Anſwer to this Ob jection. 

A. We have the Authority of the Apoſtles on 
our {ide for it. For when it was 
reported to them, that the Samari- A. 8. 15. 


. taus had received Chriſtian Baptiſm 
two of their Order were deputed to go and pray 


over them, and lay their Hands on them, that 
they might receive the Holy Ghoſt. Neither has 
our Confirmation the Scal of Apoſtolick Autho- 
rity alone, but it 1s warranted to us by the Prac- 
tice of all following Ages. The Time hy 

fail 
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fail me, if I ſhould relate all the notable Paſſages 
of Fathcrs and Councils on this Head ; if I ſhould 
quote the Decrees of the Councils of Elvire, Ar- 
les, and Laodicea, all held within the firſt four 
Centuries of Chriſtianiry ; if I ſhould alledge the 
Authority of Tertullian, Cyprian, Jerem, Auſtin, 
&c. moſt ancient Writcrs, who all affirm, that 
this Rite was religiouſly obſcrved in their Days. 

Q. What are the Benefits of Confirmation? 

A. It is of manifold Advantage to the whole 
Church, and every ſound Member of it. What 
could be adviſed better for the releaſing of Sure- 
ties from their Obligation, than the publick Pro- 
feſſion of Faith made by Children when they come 
to full Age? What can be more for the Service of 
the Church, than that theſe young Soldiers of 
Chriſt being well trained and diſciplin'd, ſhould 
be drawn out to fight with their Enemies the 
World, the Fleſh, and the Devil > By this pru- 
dent Inſtitution, one may ſee how free the Service 
of Chriſt is; how frankly the Church would have 
her Sons plight their Faith to him, and profeſs 
their Aſſent to his Religion; how ſhe refers it 
to their own Choice, whether they will ratify or 
reſcind the Vows of their Surcties made in their 
Name; whether they will live according to the 
Purity of the Goſpel, or the vile Practiſes of thoſe 
who know not Chriſt. By this Rite we give new 
Force to our Baptiſmal Covenant made with God, 
while we not only acknowledge our ſelves bound 
by the Promiſes of our Sureties, to obey the Laws 
of Chriſt, but we our ſelves do bind our ſelves in 
the Preſence of the Biſhop, in a moſt religious 
and ſolemn Form of Words, to direct our Lives 


by the Rules of his Goſpel. 


Q. What 
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Q. What further Benefits are obtained! Ly Confir- 
mation? 

A. The Church hath always held, that the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt is in a ſpecial manner conferr'd by this 
ſacred Benediction, tho not to impower Men to 
work Miracles, as formerly; yet to enable the 
Confirm'd by his Grace cheartully and readily to 
perform all good Duties. To fay all, ina Word, 
Whaterer is wanting in Infant Baptiſm is ſup- 
ply'd by Confirmation ; and either Baptiſm muit 
be deferred "till ſuch time as Perſons can anſwer 
for themſelvcs, or elſe the Stipulations of Surcties 
muſt be ratified in this or ſome other way: 
Which Uſe of Confirmation they arc forced to 
confeſs, who are no great Friends to the Ceremo- 
nies of our Church. | Se more of Confirmatici:, 
Part 2. Chap. 3-] ; 

Q. Our Adverſarics juy, that Kneeling at the Sa- 
crament of the Lord's Supper is agreeable to Popiſh Io- 
latry. How can you anſwer this Ol jection? 

A. Knceling at the Sacrament is not derived 
(as they pretend) to us from the Papiſts, but from 
the Primitive Chriſtians, who in Veneration of 
Chriſt, always received Knecling or Standing. 
Sitting is in greateſt Reputation with the Papiſts 
as well as with our Diſſenters. When the Pope 
himſelf communicates to ſignify his Equality with 
God, he fits on a Throne in great State as a 
worthy Gueſt at God's Table. With what Con- 
fidence then can they impeach our Kneeling, as 
a picce of Popiſh Superſtition, and extoll their 
own way of Sitting, which has been made a pro- 
fane Uſe of, not by ordinary Prieſts, but by that 


Man of Sin himſelf. And not only the Pope, 


but the Aran, and Socinians receive the Sacra- 
ment Sitting, in Contempt of our Saviour's Di- 
vinity. Nay, if Kngcling be un!awtul, becauſe it 

has 
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has been abus'd to Idolatry, then we muſt neret 
receive the Holy Sacrament. For we mnit rc- 
ceive it in ſome convenient Poſture, ſuch as 
Kneeling, Sitting, Lying, Standing; and yet eve- 

one of theſe either has been, or is, notori- 
ouſly abuſed by Heathens and Papiſts to Idola- 
trous Ends. | See more of Kneeliag at the Sacra- 
ment, Part 2. Chap. 4 3 

Q Our Adverſaries ſay farther, that by Kuceling 
at the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, we degenerate 
from our Lord's Inſtitution and Hl, Example. Give 
me an Anſwer to this Object ion. 

A. But why don't our Ad verſaries tread more 
exactly in the Steps of Chriſt? Tis well known, 
that when he inſtituted this Sacrament, he lay a- 
long according to the Cuſtom of his Country, 
and all his Diſciples lay on Beds by him. Why 
don't they reſtore this ancient and long diſ-uſed 
Cuſtom, that they may the more religiouſly con- 
form to the Pattern of Chriſt? Why don't they 
reduce the whole Number of Communicants to 
Twelve? Why don't they celebrate ir in ſome 
upper Room of the Houſe? If it be a Crime to 
depart the leaſt Tittle from the Pattern of Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles, why don't they keep up to it 
in every thing? How came they, of their own 
Fancy, to change Lying into Sitting? Why are 
they fo careful in this one Circumſtance, and neg- 
ligent in all the reſt > Why have not we as much 
Right to change the Primitive Poſture into Knee- 
ling, as they into Sitting ? | 

Q. Another grievous Error. we are ſaid to com- 
mit, in that ue read Apocrypha and Apocry- 
phal Books in the Church, and honour them as 
much as Canonical Scripture, Anſwer me this 
Object ion. | 


A. But 
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A. Bit pray obſerve here; The Church hath 
no D. ſign to leſſen the Authority or Canonical 
Scripture, by the Readings of the .dpucr3p/u? Books ; 
fience the exprefly afarms, that che C.:zou cal Bocks 
are the only Rule of Faith, and that the Apocry- 
pha! are read for Example of Life, and Inſtruc- 
tion of Manners ; but noc to eftubl;ſh ary Doc- 
trince. Now if Sermons and Catechizing be al- 
lowable, beſides the Word of God, why may not 
ſome Afecryphal Leflons be read, which contain 
excellent Rulcs of Lite? Eipectally fince thoſe 
Writings were greatly eſteemed by the Church in 
its pureſt Ages, when they and other humane 
Writings alio were publickly read as well as the 
Scriptures. | See more of Reuding Apocryphal Books, 
Part 2. Chap. 16. 

Q. 'Trs a further Complaint againſt us, That our 
Clerg y make uſe of the Surplice in their Admiuiſtra- 
tions of holy Things, which our Adverſaries ſay is a 
Pop Hilit. I defire you wald give me an Anſwer 
zo this Ol jection. 

A. In the Primitive Church, Miniſters did of- 
Aciate in white Garments; and Reza and Calvin 
were againſt contending about the Surplice: And, 
I pray, why is a Miniſter's Linen Garment more 
 Popith than a Lawycr's Gown, or a Judge's 
Robes? Except they can ſhew one Text of Scrip- 
ture tat contradicts the wearing it. Our famous 
Hooker ſay s, To folcoun Aci iuus of Ruyuliy and Juſlice, 
their ſuiruble Ornaments are a Beauty, Are they 
only in Religion a Stain? (Se more of the Surplice, 
Part 2. Chap. :5.] 

Q. Our Diſſeuters excla nt againſt th? Ring in 
M.irriage, as being abuſed to jupcrſtiticus Uſes by 
Pagans end Ppiſts, Miat can ju fry to this 
Impe.tchment ? 


c . The 
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A. The Uſe of the Ring in Marriage was not 
only known to Pagans, but the People of God 
in all Ages have received it as a pious Uſage. 
The Writers of the Jewih Affairs took notice of 
it. Tertullian proves the Uſe of it among the 
Primitive Chriſtians; and affirms, that it derived 
no Stain from the Pagans making a like uſe of it. 
St. Auſtin honours it with a yet higher Encomi- 


um, and tiles it the Earneſt the Bridegroom 
gives. 
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THE 
Doctrine, Rites, Ceremonies, 


and Worſhip 


OF THE 


Church of England, 


Made plain to the meaneſt Capacities. 


PART II. 


—— 


— — 


CHAP. I. 


Of the Excellency of the Church of Eng- 
land, and the great Sin of Separating 
from Her. 


Q. HE Members of the Church of England 
ſay, She is the beſt Couſtituted Church in 
the World. I defire you would make it 

appear how ſhe is ſo. 
A. Becauſe ſhe maintains the Doctrine of our 
Saviour and his e there is nothing bn 
% ' NET 
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her Doctrine, Diicipline, or way of Worſhip, but 
is agrceable to Scripture, ard the pureſt and beſt 
Ages of the Pr.mitive Church. For here we con- 
fels our Sins to God, and have his Pardon, be- 
ing penitent. Here we praife and magnify his 
glorious Name in Pfalms and Hymns, and ſpiri- 
tual Songs. Here we have his holy Word read, 
and ſo his divine Will made known to us. Here 
we have tne holy Sacraments adminiſter'd ac- 
cording to Chriſt's own Inftirution; and if we 
be not wanting to our ſclves, ſhall receive the 
Pardon of our Sins, Grace and Strength to per- 
torm our Duty, and the glorious Reward of 
eternal Life. Here we pray for all things ncceſ- 
ſary both for Lite and Godlineſs; for whatever 
we can want to make us happy in this World or 
the next. And all this performcd by one of our 
own Miniſters, who has received a Commiſſion de- 
rived from or Saviour to adminiſter holy Things 
umd us. This is the way that God expects we 
mo ald walk in, he having in his abundant Mer- 
cv not only put us herein, but alſo by all kind of 
\-cuments to our Reaſon and Judgment urged 
us to proceed in it. How unpardonable there- 
tore muſt it be to leave this Church, how unjuſt 
ro bettay it, and not to maintain it by all the 
ja wtul mcans that we arc able; how accountable 
to God ard Man ſhall he be, that occaſions, con- 
trives, or yields to the Ruin of it? But by per- 
icvering 'orftantiy in tue Doarioes taught, and 
the Devo: ons practiſed in this Church, we ſhall 
pleaſe God, adorn our Religion, ſtrenęthen the 
Church, and get a great and laſting Bleſſing to 
our ſelves. | 

Q How de n Church appear farther to be the 
pureſt and bet cou⁰j,æ u,, Courch ia the Nord? 


A. Our 


—— - — 
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A. Our Creeds contain all fundamental Arti- 
cles of Faith that are neceflary to Salvation; but 
we have no nice and unſcriptural matters in them. 
We believe all that the Orthodox Chriſtians in the 
firſt three hundred Years thought needful; thac 
is, all that Chriſt and his Apoitles taught; and 
this Faith will ſufficiently and effectually edify 
the Souls of Men. Sccoudly, From the Streſs 
which the Church lays upon a good Life and 
Works. The Articles ot her Creed, when firmly 
believed, do plainly tend to make Man good. 
She declares, that without preparatory Virtucs, 
the molt zealous Devotion is not pleaſing to God. 
And that it is but ſhort, unleſs Obedience fol- 
low. Such a Faith ſhe lays down as fundamental 
to Salvation, as produces excellent Virtues ; and 
determines, that without Faith and good Works 
no Man ſhall ſce God. Her Feſtivals comme- 
morate the Virtues, and recommend the Exam- 
ples of excellent Men. Her Ceremonies are de- 
cent; her Prayers are for Holineſs; her Diſci- 
pline is to bring, and her Homilies to perſwade 
Men to that Piety which her whole Conſtitution 
aims at. She tells Sinners plaivly, that unleſs 
they repent they muſt periſh ; and lays, that plain 
Virtues are the Ornament and Soul of our Faith: 
And certainly the Civil Intercſt of a Nation is 
edified by ſuch a Church as teaches Men to per- 
form the Duties of their ſeveral Relations ſo ex- 
actly. Thirdly, She is fitly conſtituted to excite 
true Devotion, becauſe ſhe gives us true Notions 
of God and our ſelye3, by deſcribing his Attri- 
bates and our Wants. Her Prayers are grave, 
and of a due length; and ſhe has proper Prayers 
for moſt particular Occaſions. She has Offices to 
quicken our Aſtections, and confirm our Obedi- 
ence. For Example; Thoſe of the Lord's Sup- 
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per, Baptiſm, Matrimony, and Burial of the 

ad, are extremely good in their kind. Bring 
but an honeſt Mind and good Affections to all 
theſe parts of Devotion, and they will make the 
Church a Choir of Angels. Fomthly, Her Order 
and Diſcipline are ſuch, that ſhe makes Religion 
neither too ſlovenly nor too gay. Wiſe and good 
Men have judg'd all her Ceremonies to be decent 
and uſeful; and they are of great Antiquity, and 
fir ro make our Services comely. And truly, 
whilſt we have Bodies, theſe outward Helps are 
very convenient if not neceſſary. Her Govern- 
ment is ſo well temper' d, that her Members may 
not be diſſolute, or her Rulers inſolent. And it 
all Vices are not chaſtis d, the Reaſon is becauſe 
our ſinful Diviſions have ſtopt her Diſcipline up- 
on Offenders. Her ſpiritual Government is A- 
poſtolical, Primitive, and Catholick: Nor has 
there been for many hundred Years a Clergy ſo 
Learned, Pious, Prudent, and Induſtrious to edi- 
fy Men's Souls, as are the Epiſcopal Clergy now 
in the Churches of England and Ireland. None of 
her Parts or Offices give juſt Canſe for any to 
revolt from her; but conſidering all things, ſhe is 
the beſt conſtituted Church in the World. 

Q. Is the Church of England conformable to the 
Apoſtolick and Catholick Church in her Doctrine and 
Diſcipline ? 

A. Our Church is not only in its Doctrine and 
Diſcipline, but in many other things exactly con- 
formable to the Primitive, Apoſtolick and Catho- 
lick Church; for was that no ſooner planted by 
Chriſt, but it was water d by the Blood of Mar- 
tyrs? So was ours. Did the Primitive Chriſtians 
ſuffer Martyrdom by the Heathen Powers of 
old Ree? So did our firſt Reformers by the Pa- 
pitt Towers of the preſcnt Rome. Hath the 


Catholick 
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Catholick Church been peſtered with Hereticks 


and Schiſmaticks ? So hath ours. Have they en- 
deavoured to undermine, and overthrow her? In 
this alſo ours is but too much like unto her. A 
Church ſo exactly contormable to the Catholick 
in all material Points, that none can ſeparate 
from her without making a Schiſm in Chriſt's 
myſtical Body, and conſequently endangering 
the Salvation of his own Soul. A Church ſo far 
excelling thoſe of Rome, and Geneva, that would 
Papiſts and Sectariſts lay aſide their unreaſonable 
Prejudices, and impartially conſider what our 
Church is, and compare it with their own, they 
would need no further Arguments to perſwade 
them to return unto her, and to live and die in 
conſcientious Communion with her. A Church, 
to ſay no more, as Orthodox in its Doctrine, as 
regular in its Diſcipline, as grave and ſolemn in 
its Worſhip, as agreeable to Scripture, as well 
accommgdated to the whole Deſign of the Goſ- 
pel for bringing Souls to Heaven, as any (hurch 
in the World, For our Church is in all theſe 
things ſo truly Catholick, that none can oppoſe 
what ſhe teacheth, without denying the Scrip- 
tures as interpreted by the univerſal Church in its 
greateſt Purity. So that we may juſtly challenge 
all the World to ſhew us any one material Point 
or Article of Faith, wherein our Church diſagrees 
with the Catholick in the beſt Ages ſince the A- 
poſtles Days; which is more than can be ſaid of 
any Church diflenting from her in the whole 
World. For which Reaſons, I reſolve, by God's 
Grace, to be ſtedfaſt in the Communion of this 
Church; and to make uſe of all Chriſtian Means, 
according to my Ability and Station, to ſtreng- 
then the fame, 
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Q. Tor have ſbetn me ſome of the Excellencies of 
our Common-Pravyer in the Firfi Part; I deſire yin 
would give me a further Accomut of its Excellency and 
Uſefulneſs. 

A. Our Liturgy is fo plain, that all may un- 
derſtand it; fo tull, that it omits nothing neceſla- 
ry; and fo ſhort, that no devout Man can be 
wearied with it; its Doctrine in the Crecds is 
pure; its Ceremonies ſo few, proper, and ptimi- 
tive, that moſt of the Chriſtian World agtee in 
them; its Method exact, and its Phraſes are taken 
out of Scripture, and the pureit Antiquity ; and 
as Gretius thought, comes nearcit to the Primitive 
Forms of any Liturgy in the World ; for it is the 
very Marrow ot all the ancient Doctrine and Di- 
ſcipline; and is more perſect, and more agrec- 
able to God's Word, than any that is to be found 
throughout the whole difiuſive Body ot Chriſt's 
Catholick Church. | 

The Compilers were Men of great Riety and 
Learning, moſt of them Martyrs for the Pro- 
teſtant Religion: And the Zeal which Archbiſhop 
Craumer, Biſhop Ridley, Dr. Taylor, and other of 
the holy Martyrs and Confeſſors in Queen Mary's 
Time, expreſſed for this excellent Liturgy, before 
and at the times of their Deaths, defend ing it by 
their Diſputations, adorning it by their Practice, 
and fealing it with their Bloods, are Arguments 
which ought to recommend it to all the Sons of 
the Church ot England for ever, infinitely to be 
valucd beyond ail the V hifpers and Murmurs of 
pretended Arguments againſt it. Archbiſhop 
Cranier (wie was burnt at Oxford for being a 
Proteſtant) in his Purg.ition, 4. D. 1553, made 
an Offer, ii che Queen would vive him Icave, to 
prove all that is contained in the Common-Prayer- 
Book, to be contormaole to that Order which 
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our bleſſed Saviour Chriſt did both obſerve, and 
commanded to be obſerved. And a little after, 
he likewiſe offers ro prove, that it is the ſame 
that was uſed in the Church fitteen hundred Years 
pat. And all forcign Retormed Churches do ad- 
mire it, and blame ſuch as ditlent trom it. So 
that whocver take Exceptions at theſe, muſt quar- 
rel with the Language or the Holy Ghoſt, or fall 
out with the Church in her greateſt Innocence. 
For therc is nothing in our Liturgy but what 1s 
conſonant to God's Word; nothing prayed for, 
but according to his Promiſe; nothing requi- 
red as Duty, but what is agrecable to his 
Commands; nothing ſaid or done, but what 
is grave and ſober, folemn and ſubſtantial ; no- 
thing evil or hurttul for us, but we pray againſt 
it; nothing good or uſctil, but we pray for 
it; there is no Vice or Luſt, but we de- 
fire it may be ſubduced under us; no Grace or Vir- 
tue, but we pray it may be planted and grow in 
us; nothing neceflary to be known or believed, 
but we are taught it; nothing neceſſary to be done, 
but we are cnjoincd in it; nothing neceſlary to be 
obtained, but we pray for it in our publick Forms 
of Divine Service; nothing but what becomes the 
Worſhip of our Great and Almighty Creator. 
Inſomuch that if we do but conſtantly and ſin- 
cerely pray over thoſe Prayers, and ſtedfaſtly be- 
licve and truſt in God for his Anſwering of them, 
and ſo obtain what we there pray for, we cannot 
but be as real and true Saints, as happy and bleſ- 
ſed Creatures as it is poſſible for us to be in this 
World. 
Q Since our Church is ſ pure and well conſtituted 
a Church, what is the Reaſon ſo many ſeparate from ler? 
A. Becauſe its Dactrine is fo pure, its Diſci- 
pline fo regular, its Worſhip ſo ſolemn, and all 
its Conſtitutions and Rules ſo holy, perfect and 
| divine, 
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divine, that thoſe who are debauched in their 


Principles and Practices, have a ſtrong Diſlike to 
it: They are not willing to be at ſo much Pains 


as our Church out of the Word of God preſcribes. 


And therefore would fain perſwade themſelves, 
that many of her Preſcriptions are unneceflary, 
becauſe not ſuiting with their Humour, Intereit, 
or depraved Inclination. But all their little Ob- 
jections againſt her, are grounded either upon 
their Ignorance of what ſhe preſcribes, or elſe 
upon their Unwillingneſs to perform it. There 
are few, either of the Papiſts or Sectaries, that 
know what our Church is, and therefore their 
Zeal againſt it muſt needs be without Knowledge. 
And they that have only ſome imperfe& Notions 
of it, will not ſet themſelves in good earneſt upon 
the Obſcrvance of what ſhe commands; and 
therefore do not know of what Advantage it 
would be to them. Whereas let any one that hath 
a due Senſe of Religion, and a real Deſire of 
Happineſs, make tryal of our Church but for 
one Lear; let him conſtantly read the Scriptures 
as ſhe preſcribes; let him conſtantly uſe the 
Common-Prayer according to her Directions; let 
him relig:ouſly obſerve her Faſts and Holy-days ; 
let him receive the Sacrament as often as ſhe is 
ready to adminiſter it; and perform whatſoever 
elſe ſhe hath been pleaſed to command; let any 
Man do this, and then let him be againſt our 
Church if he can; we may be confident he can- 
not. But our Miſery is, that none of thoſe who 
are out of our Church, and but few of thoſe that 
are in it, will make the Experiment. And that 
is the Reaſon that thoſe are ſo violent againſt 
her, and theſe indifferent for her. 


Q. Do 
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Q. Do not our Diſſenters d:ffer from the Catholick 
Church for fifteen hundred Tears toget her in thoſe things 
wherein they differ from the Church of England ? 

A. We dchre them, 1ſt, to produce an Inſtance 
of any ſettled Church that was without Epiſco- 
pacy, till Calviu's time. The greateſt Oppoſers 
of Epiſcopacy have been forced to grant that it 
obtained in the Church within a few Years after 
the Apoſtolick Age; and we are ſure we can car- 

it higher, even to the Apoſtles themſelves. 
Ve deſire em, 2dly, to name any Church that 
did not conſtantly uſe Forms of Prayer in pub- 
lick Worſhip. We deſire them, 3dly, to ſhew us 
any Church that did not always obſerve Feſtivals 
in Commemoration of Chriſt and his Saints. We 
deſire them, 4thly, to name any one Church ſince 
the Apoſtles times, that had not irs Ritcs and 
Ceremonies, as many if not more in number, and 
as liable to Exception as thoſe that we uſe. Nay, 
there are few things, it any at all, required b 
our Church, which were not in uſe in the belt 
Ages of Chriſtianity. Nay moſt, if not all the 


Uſages of our Church, are either practiſed in fo- 


reign Churches, or at leaſt allowed of by the moſt 
eminent and learned Divines of the Retormation. 
So that our Diſſenters in condemning any of the 
Uſages of our Church, do at the ſame time con- 
demn the Primitive and Catholick Church in its 
greateſt Purity; and not only the Primitive and 
Catholick Church, but all foreign Reformed 
Churches, and make it evident to the World, 
that they are of a different Temper from all 
Chriſtians under Heaven, for there is no Church 
but they ſeparate from both in Worſhip and Prac- 
tice. In ſhort, it was always judged by the Ca- 
tholick Church one of the greateſt Sins ard Fol- 
lies that any People could be guilty of, to pre- 
4 ſume 
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ſame to ſet their own Perſonal Opinions againſt 
the Judgment, Reaſon, and Expericnce of the 
Chriſtian World. 

Q. But then is it act reaſonable for the Diſſenters to 
feparate from the Church of England apon the account 
of its Kites and Ceremonies, becauſe they are not com- 
mauded by God? 

A. Such Circumitantials and Modes of Wor- 
ffri p, as God has not expreſly determined under 
the Goſpel, he has left to the Determinations of 
his Miniſters the Governors of his Church, whom 
we are commanded to obey in all things that 
are not diſagreeable to Scripture. Our Saviour | 
and his Apoſtles, and the Primitive Chriſtians, 
did uſe Rites and Ceremonies in Divine Worſhip 
which were of human Intticutioa - Neither can 
we joyn in Communion with any Church in the 
World, if it be unlawful to uſe Ceremonies in 
publick Worſhip: For there is no Church in the 
World, nor cver was, but had its Rites and Ce- 
remonies. And all Churches do in ſome Inſtan- 
ces or other take the Liberty of uſing what the 
Scripture has no where required: And if ſhe mult 
have a Divine Inſtitution tor every thing done in 
the Worſhip of God, and if we muſt join in no- 
thing which has it not, then we can't be Mem- 
bers of any Church in the World. Nor indeed 
can we learn how a Chriſtian can with a good 
Conſcience perform any part of God's public 
Worſhip, if this Principle be admitted for true : 
For Habits and Geitures are not determined in 
Scripture, and God's publick Worſhip can't be 
pertormed without them ; and it they are unlaw- 
ful, for not being commanded, then a Man muſt 
fin every time he prays or receives the Sacra- 
ment. Nay, thoſe that condemn the uſe of ſuch 
things, do in their Practice contute their Opi- 

n10n: 
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nion: For where are we or they commanded 
to ſprinkle Children in Baptiſm? Or, to receive 
the Lord's Supper fitting? Or, to uſe extempore 
Prayer? Or, to touch or kiſs the Book in Swear- 
ing? Or, to enter into a Covenant impoſed on- 
ly by human Authority with the Hand lifted up? 
Nay, where do we find that the Scripture ſaith, 
that nothing is lawful in divine Worſhip but what 
is preſcribed by God? Or, that what is not 
commanded, is forbidden? Where are we told, 
that God will be angry with us for doing that 
which he has not forbidden? When the Scrip- 
ture docs neither require nor forbid an Action, 
we ought to obey the Orders of the Church con- 
cerning the Performance or Omiſſion of it; ex- 
cept the Church enjoyns any ſinful Terms of 
Communion ; in which Caſe it is lawful to ſepa- 
rate from hcr ; but if there be nothing ſinful in 
her Communion, which never was, nor can be 
proved, then they that diſſent from her, are cer- 
tainly guilty of the Sin of Schiſm. And as for 
the Objections which the Diſſenters make uſe of 
againſt our Church, they have been ſo fully con- 
futed by many learned and excellent Writings of 
our Reverend Clergy, as that their Enemies ne- 
ver yet have been able to anſwer them. 

Q. Do any of the foreign Re formed Churches make 
nſe of the Rites and Ceremonies ol ſerved by the Church 
of England ? 

A. All the Reformed Churches abroad do make 
uſe of Forms of Prayer in publick Worſhip ; and 
moſt, if not all thoſe Churches, obſerve Holy- 
Days, uſe the Croſs in Baptiſm, and kneel at the 
the Sacrament, and many othcr Uſages of our 
Church. And Mr. Durel tells the Earl of Cla- 
r2ndon, that thoſe who are diſiitished with our 
Churca-Governmert and pubiick Worſhip as by 
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Law eſtabliſhed, are the only Men in the World 
of all thoſe that profeſs the Proteſtant Religion, 
who ſcruple to ſubmit to the one, and join with 
us in the other. And that if they refuſe to con- 
form in thoſe things which are enjoined by law- 
ful Authority upon the Members of the Church 
of England, they muſt likewiſe renounce the Com- 
munion of all other Reformed Churches, there 
being not one in all the World but does enjoin 
things of like Nature, and againſt which the ſame 
Exceptions may be made with as much Reaſon : 
Nay, all thoſe Ceremonies which are here uſed 
are alſo uſed in one or other of the Reformed 
Churches beyond the Seas; and more, in ſome 
of them, which yet are not accounted ſuperſti- 
tious in the Judgment of other Churches, which 
do not uſe the ſame. 

Q. Is there not as good Edification to be obtained 
among our Diſſenters as there is in the Church o 
England? | 

A. No: For they have no Confeſſion of Sin 
made by the People, no Abſolution given by the 
Miniſter, no Appointment of Pſalms, no Choice 
of Leſſons, no publick Confeſſion of Faith, no 
Variety of Colle&s, no Litany, no Command- 
ments, ſeldom the Lord's Supper, ſeldomer, if 
ever, the Lord's Prayer; wherein alſo there are 
no ſolemn Feſtivals obſerved; fo far from it, that 
not only the Leſſer ſet apart in Memory of the 
Apoſtles and Saints, but alſo the Greater hal- 
lowed to the Honour of our Lord himſelf, of his 
Nativity, his Reſurrection, and ſending the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt, Feſtivals which the Catholick Church 
hath ever celebrated, are by our Diſſenters had 
in Deriſion. Alſo Epiſcopacy, that is, Church- 
Government by Biſhops and Prieſts, is fo far 
from being made uſe of by our Sectariſts, that it 
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is made an Objection for their not Communica- 
ting with the Church of Exgland, notwithſtanding 
there never was any other Church-Government 
heard of, as has been obſerved, till Calvin: And 
we deſire to know what Scripture, or Precedent 
from Antiquity, compelled him to reform with- 
out it. From whence it appears that theſe Se- 
paratiſts differ not only from the Church of 
England, but alſo from the Catholick Church in 
its greateſt Purity. How then can our Diſſenters 
expect any Benefit from the Bleſſings promiſed to 
the Catholick Church, when they have cut them- 
ſelves off from her by the Separation ? For if that 
part of the Church in which we live, be a truc 
and ſound part of the Catholick Church, then we 
are obliged to maintain conſtant Communion 
with it. And that the Epiſcopal Church of Eu- 
gland is ſuch a true and ſound part of the Catho- 
lick Church, even our Diſſenters themſelves have 
fully proved. Nay, Separation from the Church 
is ſo much againſt the Law of God, that though 
human Laws grant a Toleration, and call no 
Man to an Account for Separation from the eſta- 
bliſhed Church, yet ſuch a Separation would ſtill 
be a Schiſm and a Sin againſt God ; for no hu- 
man Law can make that lawful which God's Law 
has forbidden. So that if Schiſm be a very great 
Sin, and that which will damn us as ſoon as 
Adultery or Murder, then it muſt needs be un- 
lawful and dangerous to ſeparate from the Epiſ- 
copal Church of Exgland, to join in Communi- 
on with our Diſſenters. And now at laſt, where 
are thoſe Trifles, thoſe inconſiderable Differen- 
ces, ſo much, ſo often, ſo noiſely talked of? Is it 
a Trifle whether we have any ſuch thine omeng 
us as a Miniſtry, a Church, or a publick Confeſ- 
fion of Faith? Is it a Trifle to break the Laws 
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of Jesus Cnxrrsr by Schiſm, and to rend and tcar 


in pieces the pureſt and beſt conſtituted Part of 


Chriſt's Church militant here on Earth 2 What is 
important, if theſe are Trifles? And what is more 
evident than that theſe are the Matters in Con- 
troverſy between us and our Diſſenters? 

Q. But is not Salvation to be ob:a:ned in other 
Congregations f 

A. How poſſible ſocver it is to obtain Salva- 
tion in other Congregations, yet we are ſafer in 
our own than we can be in departingtrom them ; 
for if I join in Communion with our Diſf.nters, I 
can't tell but I may hcar a Jeſuit Teacher, or 
ſome other Impoſtor, as has often happen'd a- 
mong em; which is provided againſt in the 
Church of England, Can. 50. B-fides, the Church 
of England haus preſerved the ancient Eccleſiaſt ical 
Succeſſion from the Apoſtles and the Primitive 
Hierarchy in a due Subordination, whereby we 
are ſecured of a right and truly Canonical Mini- 
ſtry. And tor any Man to take this Office upon 
himſelf, who has not received a Commiſſion trom 
God, or from Man duly authorized to grant it, 
muſt be guilty of a very great Sin; and is in 
Chriſt's account, no better than a Muzrthberer, a 
Thief, and a Robber, Joh. x. 10. And as Mr. Bur- 
kitt obſerves on the Place, ought to be ſo in the 
People's Account. Neither can any Perſon be 
aſſured of reaping any Beneſit by ſuch Admini- 
{trations as are not performed according to 


Chriſt's Inſtitution, by the Hands of the Mini- 


fry duly authorized for that Purpoſe. And 
therefore our Diſſenters hazard their Sa. vation at 
a ſtrange rate, who cut themſelves from our 
Church, and by conſequence from the Cat holick 
Church, and fo render themſcives uncapable of 


receiving any Benefit trom the Promiſes of the 
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Goſpel, becauſe they are made only to the Ca- 
tholick Church : And therefore it we do not live 
in Unity with the Catholick Church, we have no 
Right to the Bleſſings promiſed to it, nor any 
Advantage from the means of Grace adminiſter'd 
in it. And whereas ſome under a Pretence of a 
large and univecſal Charity, wou'd have us 
believe that every Man may be ſaved in his 
own way, tis much to be feared that ſuch Men 
are either Atheiſtical Doubters of the Reality of 
all Religion, or not very well perſwaded of the 
Truth of their own ; they are different from the 
ancient Chriſtians, who prayed heartily, and la- 
boured earneftly for the reducing of all that were 
in Error; and ſo does our charitable Church of 
England : But ſhe declares, thar they are to be had 
accurſed, who preſume to ſay, that cvery one ſhall 
be ſaved by the Law or Sect which he profeſſeth, 
ſo that he be diligent to frame his Life according 
to that Law, and the Light of Nature, &c. Ar- 
ticle 18. 
Q. Did not the Primitive Chriſtians allow Congre- 
gations ſeparate from the National Church? 
A. They allowed no ſeparate Aſſemblies, no 
Congregation but what met in the publick 
Church. If any Man took upon him to make a 
Breach, and to draw People into Corners, he 
was cenſured, and a ſuitable Penalty put upon 
him. When Erftatins, Biſhop of S:baſiia, (a Man 
Ass to great Strictneſs and Auſterity of 
ife) began to caſt off the Diſcipline of the Church, 
and to introduce many odd Obſcryarions of his 
own: Amongſt others, to contemn Prieſts tliat 
were married, to faſt on the Lord's-Day, and to 
keep Meetings in private Houſes, drawing away 
many, but eſpecially Women, (as the Hiſtorian 
obſerves) who leaving their Husbands, were led 
away 
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away with Error, and from that into 1 Fil- 
thineſs and Impurity. No ſooner did the Bi- 
ſhops of thoſe Parts diſcover it, but meeting in 
Council at Gangra, the Metropolis of Paphlage- 
nia, about the Year 340, they caſt them out of 
the Church, paſſing theſe two Canons amongſt 
the reſt ; If any one jhall teach, that the Houſe of God 
is to be deſpiſed, and the Aſſemblies that are held in 
it, let him be accurſed. If any one one ſhall take up- 
on him out of the Church prrvately to 1 at Home, 
and making light of the Church, ſhall do thoſe things 
that belong only to the Church, without the Preſence 
of the Prieſt, aud the Leave and Allowance of the 
Biſhop, let him be accurſed. Correſpondent to 
which, the Canons called Apoſtolical, and the 
Council of Antioch ordain, That if any Presby- 
ter, ſetting light by his own Biſhop, ſhall with- 
draw and ſet up ſeparate Meetings, and erect a- 
nother Altar, (i. e. ſays Zonaras, keep unlawful 
Conventicles, preach privately, and adminiſter 
the — that in ſuch a Caſe he ſhall be 
depoſed, as ambitious and tyrannical, and the 
People communicating with him be excommuni- 
cate, as being factious and ſchiſmatical. Dio- 
nyſius (the good Biſhop of Alexandria) ſays, Bet- 
ter it were to ſuffer any thing than that the 
Church ot God ſhould be rent aſunder. Nor is it 
leſs glorious to ſuffer Martyrdom upon this Ac- 
count, than in the Caſe of not Sacrificing to 
Ido's: Yea, in my Mind (ſays he) much more ho- 
nourable. For in the one Caſe a Man ſuffers on- 
ly for his own Soul, but in this he undergoes 
Martyrdom for the whole Church of God. He 
that rents the Unity of the Church, deſtroys the 


Faith, diſturbs the Peace, diſſolves Charity, and 


profanes the holy Sacrament. And Separation ot 
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his Apoſtles, and the Primitive Fathers ; and ac- 
counted by them as great a Sin as any what- 
ever. And hence it is that the Primitive Fathers 
aſſert, that whoever would be a Member of the 
Church Triumphant in Heaven, muſt firſt be a 
Member of the Church here Militant on Earth. 

Q. Da ſay, that Sch:ſm was accounted as great a 
Sin by Chriſt, aud his Apoſtles, and the Primitive Fa- 
thers, as any whatever ; I defire you would make it 
appear from the Writings of Chriſt, and his Apoſiles, 
and the Primitive Pathers, how it is ſo. 

A. Now that Schiſm is a Sin, a moſt heinous 
and abominable Sin, docs plainly appear from 
its being ſo directly oppoſite to that Spirit of 
Love and Union, which is the peculiar Mark, 
and diſtinguiſhing Character and Badge of Chriſt's 
Diſciples; and without which Spirit the Scrip- 
tures do plainly declare it impoſſible for any Man 
to be ſaved. 

Men may much better pretend, that tis lawful 
to diſturb the Peace of the State ; than that it is 
lawful to diſturb the Peace of the Church. Now 
erernal Damnation is the ſure Reward of thoſe 
that diſturb the State; and what Degree of Dam- 
nation then ſhall thoſe Perſons be forced cternally 
to endure, who diſturb the Peace of the Church? 
Damnation, eternal Damnation, is indeed a moſt 
terrible Sentence; but tis Chriſt who pronounces 
it againſt the Schiſmatick. Chriſt has plainly told 
us, That if we would avoid the Torments of 
Hell, we muſt molt cordially and entirely love 
one another, and agree, as far as tis poſſible, 


with all Mankind. But, alas, the Schiſmatick is 


ſo far from doing this, that he diſturbs the Church, 
and quarrels with his Brethren and Spiritual Ru- 
lers, even about Matters of Church Communion 
and the Worſhip of God; which are (of all 
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others) the moſt neceſſary for Men to agree in. 
The Church is the Myſtical Body of Citrrsr Jx- 
sus. Now we may appeal to any Man, wlicthe: 
it would not be a molt accurſcd Villainy to rend 
and tear one Limb of Chriſt's Natural Body from 
another, ro mangle and divide that Veil of Fleſh 
with which he was pleaſed to be cioathed for out 
ſakes. But the rending Chriſt's Myſtical Body is 
a greater Impicty, and a far worſe Injury ro him; 

becauſe he prefers his Myſtical Eody the Church, 
betore his own Fleſh, or Body Natural: For he 
gave his Fleſh to be crucified for our ſakes ; and 
tizis he did not by Conſtraint, but moſt willingly 
and freely. But is he willing and content to have 
the Church, his Myſtical Body, pulled aſunder 
and deſtroyed, and that even by the very Mem- 
bers of it? No; he reſents this Impicty worſe 
than his Crucifxion. 


Q. Does it further appear from the Writings of 


CL7ift, that Schiſm is a great AF ? 

A. Conſider how earneſtly Chriſt pleads with 
his Heavenly Father, this Calamity may not be- 
tall him: How paſſionately does he beg, that his 
Spiritual Body the Church might never be rent or 
torn by Diviſions, but remain jor ever in the moſt 
perfect Unity ? Holy Father, (ſays he) keep thro 

thine own Name thoſe whom thou 
Sha 17. 11, 20, haſt given me, that they may be one 
2 „2 2, 23. as we arc, Neither pray 1 for thoſe 

alcue, bet for them alſo which ſhall 
lelicge on me tbrovth their Nuri; tbut they all may 
be one, as thon, Father, art in me, and I in thee: 
iat itev 2% may be one in us, that the World may 
believe th t. . haſt ſeat me. And the Glory which 


then gaveſt me, have 1 given them; that they may be 


9e, 4 Zen AS We are one. Fin them, and then in ne; 
rhat tiep may be mace perfect in one; aud that the 
ori 
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Hold may dow that thou haſt ſent me, and haſt 1,” 
ved them, as thou h loved me. Can any thing be 
more eager and vchement? Will nor theſe Ex- 
preſſions melt a contentious Spirit into Tears and 
Agreement? Docs it not wound our very Souls, 


wien we meditate upon theſe piercing Words; 


and conſider the Diriſions, the ſcandalous and 
anchriſtian Diviſions that are amongſt us? Such 
ſtrong Cry ings and Tears, me- thinks, ſhould break 
our very Hearts: For what can be more power- 
fully moving, than the laſt Prayers and Grouns of 
a dying Saviour? And yet the Schiſmatick off. rs 
that inhuman, that more than barbarous Cr..elty 
to Chriſt, which he with ſo much Arduncy pray- 
ed againſt, he rends Chriſt's Church in pieces, nd 
breaks that bleſſed Union, the Want of which 
(unleſs a Miracle preveart it) threatens Chrift's 
Myſtical Body with utter Deſtruction. 

But tho' all Schiſm be in it felt ſo utteriy un- 
lawful; yet almoſt every Inſtance and Kind of 
Schiſm has peculiar Aggravations. Tio!e who 
uſurp the Miniftecial Office, or joyn with ſuch 
Ularpers, do not only want Lore, but bie me 
or aſſiſt the worſe of Rebels. And to heighten 
their Wickedneſs, they do either forge a (oiamiſ- 
ſion from Chriſt for this deviliſh End ; or aber c- 
ſtand by thoſe that do ſo. 

Again ; Thoſe who (tho' validly ordained) &5 
ſct up an, oppofite Party, or follow and adher2 
to ſuch Party- makers; do either abuſe their great 
Office to the Miſchier and Difolution of Chri®'s 
Kingdom, which they are ſworn to uphold ; and 
to the Advancement of Satan's Kingdom, which 
they are ſworn to oppoſe and deſtroy ; or elſc 
they become Parties in, and conſent to ſuch mon- 
brons Sins. 
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Q. How does Schiſm appear a great Sin from the 
IWritiags of the — ? 

A. St. Jobn's Epiſtles breathe little elſe but U- 
nity and Love: And fo exceedingly did the great 
Apoſtle St. Paul reſent the Breach of theſe, in 
the Schiſm of the Corinthians, that he tells them 
they were Carnal, and with all the Vehemence of 
an ardent and pious Affection, beſeeches them, 
in the Name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to ceaſe 
their Diviſions. No Art, no Rhetorick was 
thought too much, to allure them from a Prac- 
tice ſo very deſtructive to Chriſtianity in gene- 
ral. How often did he conjure them, by the Mer- 
cy of God, by the Love of Chriſt, and by every 
thing elſe he thought would move them in this 
Matter? What zealous Warnings does he give 
them againſt the vile Promoters of this Practice: 
Mark (ſays he; thoſe that cauſe Diviſions, contrary 
to the Doctrine you have learned, and avoid them. 
And brands them, as not ſerving our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, but their own Bellies. Beware (ſays he in 
another Place) of Dogs, beware of the Conciſion. 
No better. Titles would his Zeal allow them, 
who rent and tore the Church of God aſunder. 

Q How does Schiſm appear a great Sin from the 
Writings of the Primitive Fathers ? 

A. St. Iqnatins ſays, If any one follow him that 
makes a Schiſm in the Church, he ſhall not in- 
herit the Kingdom of God. Jrenius ſaith, That 
Chriſt will come to judge thoſe who make Schiſms 
in the Church. St.Cypria;; politively aſſerts, That 
without Unity and Charity a Man cannot enter 
into Heaven; and that although he ſhould deli- 
ver up himſelt to the Flames, or caſt his Body to 

wild Beaſts, yet this would not be the Crown of 
= his Faith, but the Puniſhment of his Falſhood ; 
not the glorious Exit of a Religious Virtue, but 
the 
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the Iſſue of Deſpair; ſuch a one may be killed 
but he cannot be crowned. Nothing provokes God 


more, (ſaith St. Chryſoſtom) than to divide his Church : 
Nay, (faith he) the Blood of Martyrdom will not 
wa!h ef the Guilt of it. St. Auguſtin mentions Schiſm 
as the greateſt of all Wickedneſs, even worſe than 
Idolatry. God (ſays he) punih'd it more ſeverely 
than Idolatry, fince they who were guilty of Idolatry, 
were to be deſtroyed by the Sword ; but Schiſmaticks 
were ſwallowed up of the Earth. Endleſs were it to 
recite what has paſſed, from all the Fathers of 
any Note, againſt the ſeveral Schiſmaticks of their 
Times. And tho' now it is look'd upon only as 
a Spiritual Scarecrow, yet Names will not alter 
the Nature of Things, and Schiſm will never 
ceaſe to be a Sin, till Charity ceaſes to be a Vir- 
tue; for Schiſm is the Mother of Uncharitable- 
neſs, and every evil Work. 

Q. Are not our Diſſenters condemned by the moſt 
eminent of their own Writers for their Separation from 
the Church of England? 

A. Yes: For they acknowledge her to be 2 
true Church; and hold, that you are not to ſepa- 
rate farther from a true Church, than the Things 
E ſeparate for, are unlawful, or conceived fo to 

; that is, they hold that you ought to go as 
far as you can, and do what you lawfully may, 
towards Communion with it. They hold alſo, 
that you are not to ſeparate from a Church for 
unlawful Things, if the Things accounted un- 
lawful are not of ſo heinous a Nature as to un- 
church a Church, or are not impoſed as neceſſary 
Terms of Communion, Nay, they produce ſe- 
veral Arguments to prove, that Defects in Wor- 
ſhip, if not eflential, are not juſt Reaſons for 
withdrawing from ir. Firſt, Becauſe to break 
off Communion for ſuch Defe&s, would be to 
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took after a greater Perfe&ion, than this preſent 
State will admit of. Secoadly, Our Saviour and 
bis Apoitles did not ſeparate from defeaive Chur- 
ches. Thirdly, Chriſt doth ſtill hold Communion 
with defectire Churches, and fo ought we. 
Fourthly, To ſeparate from ſuch defective Chur- 
ches, would deſtroy all Communion. Nor, Fifth- 
H, Is it at ail warranted in Scripture. Nor, 
Sixthly, Is it neceſſary, becauſe a Perſon may 


communicate in the Worſhip without partaking 


in thoſe Corruptions. Nay, Sventhly, They urge, 
that tis a Duty to joyn with a defeRive' Worſhip 
where we can have no better. And as for our 
Injunctions in particular, they own them to be 
tolerable; and what no Church is without, more 
or leſs; that they are not ſafficicnt to hinder 
Communion; and that they are but few. Nay 
farther, ſeveral of the old Non-Conformiſts zea- 
louſly oppoſed Separation from the Church of 
England, and joyned with it to their dying Days, 
though they could not conform as Miniſters. 

But that we may, if poſſible; have this Matter 
yet farther out of all doubt, we will preſent to 
your View the Senſe of one Man in this point; 
that 1s, the Father of the Presbyterians, Mr. 
Richard Baxter, who has given us ſuch an Account 
of the horrid Guilt of Schiſm, as one would think 
were ſufficient to deter all that admired him from 
the Practice. Shiſm (ſays he) is a Sin againſt ſo 
many, and clear, aud vehement Words of the Holy 
Ghojt, that it is utterly witheur Excuſe : Whoredoms, 
and Treaſer, and Perjury, are not oftener forbidden in 
the Gofpel thau this, H is contrary to the very De- 
Nu of Chriſt in eur Redemption, which was to recon- 


cile us all to God, and to unite and center us all in 


bin. It is contrary to the Deſign of the Spirit of 
Grace, aud te the ver) Nature of Chriſtianity. It #7 
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# Sin againſt the neareſt Bonds of our higheft Rela- 
tions to each other. It is either a dividing Chriſt, or 
robbing him of a great part of his Inberitance; and 
neither of theſe is a little Sin. It is accompany d with 
Self- Ignorance, and Pride, and great Unthankfulneſs 
to God. Church Dividers are the moſt ſucceſsful Ser- 
wants of the Devil, being Enemi.s to Chriſt, in hir 
Family and Livery; And ſerve the Devil more = 
feftually. than open Enemies. Schiſm is a Sin that 
contrad:ifts all God's Ordinances, and Means of 
Grate, which are purpoſely to procure and maintain the 
Unity of the Church. It is a Sin, againſt as great and 
lamentable Experiences, as almoſt any Sin can be; and 
this is a heinous Aggravation of it, that it is com- 
mouly fat her d upon God. Laſtly, It is moſt unlike 
the Heavenly State, and in ſome regard worſe than 
the Kingdom of the Devil; for be would not deſtroy it 
by dividing it againſt it ſelf. Remember now that 
Schiſm, and making Parties and Diviſions in the 
_ is not ſo ſmall a Sin as many take it 
or. ' | 

And now, after the ſacred Oracles of God; 
after the venerable Doctors of the pure and pri- 
mitive Church; after the moſt eminent of their 
own Writers; in giving their full and peremptory 
Sentence againſt the Sin of Schiſm, it will not 
ſurely ſtill be deem'd a Trifle. 

Q. What do you mean by Schiſm ? 

A. A cauſeleſs Separation from ſuch Gover- 
nours in the Church, as have derived their Au- 
thority-and Commiſſion from Jeſus Chriſt : Sepa- 
rating themſelves into private Conventicles; re- 
fuſe to pray, hear God's Word, or receive the Sa- 


crament with the Catholick Church, or any true 
ind found part of it. — 


Q. Are 
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Q Are not our Diſſenters guilty of the Sin of Schiſm, 
in Separating from the Church of England ? 
A. Yes: For they have no juſt Cauſe for their 
Separation; for it there be nothing ſinful in our 
Communion, which never was nor can be proved, 
then they that diſſent are certainly guilty of the 
Sin of Schiſm. 
Q, Do not the Laws of Toleration in a State alter 
the damnable Nature of Schiſm ? | 

A. Such Laws only exempt the Perſons of 
Schiſmaticks from = penal Proſecution, bur 
the evil Nature Schiſm continues, and 
cannot be altered by any humane Laws and Con- 
ſtitutions, becauſe Schiſm is a Tranſgreſſion of a 
divine poſitive Law, which God hath made for 
the Preſervation of the Body politick of the 
Church, to which Schiſm is as deſtructive as 
Fa&ion to the State ; for it creates and nouriſhes 
Diſcord, weakens the true Religion, and expo- 
ſes it to be deſpiſed by Atheiſts, and deſtroyed 
by Papiſts; it makes the People proud and un- 
governable, and is the Forerunner of utter Ruin; 
Pr which Cauſes, the old pious Emperors fined 
the Schiſmaticks, and ſcized their Conventicles: 
And whether our Governors ſee fit to proceed 
that way or no, we will ever pray, From Schiſm 
good Lord deliver us. 

Q. Tis ſaid to be againſt the Conſeience of the Diſ- 
ſenters to joyn with the Eſtabliſhed Church; aud that 
it cannot be Schiſmatical for a Man to att according 
to his Conſcience. Grove me an Auſwer to this Ob- 
eftion. 3 
: A. None can make this Pretence, but thoſe 
who think our Terms of Communion to be ab- 
ſolutely finful And we may be ſure that very 
few of the Diſſenters are of this Opinion. And 

con- 
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ſequently all the Diſſenters, except thoſe very 
few, are Schiſmaticks. | 

As for thoſe Diſſenters, who do really think, 
that our Terms of Communion are abſolutely 
ſinful, their Conſciences are erronious. Th 
judge that to be contrary go God's Word, which 
is not in reality contrary to it. But their falſe 
Judgment does not alter the Nature of things, 
or make a Sir to become no Sin. 

And therefore, fince our Terms of Communion 
are certainly lawful ; 'tis moſt certainly a Sin for 
them to ſeparate from us, whatever their miſtaken 
Conſciences do judge on it. 

Our Saviour tells his Diſciples of ſome that 
would think they did God Service by killing 
them ; and St. Paul thought he did well in perſe- 
cuting the Saints. You ſee the ſad Effects of a 
miſtaken Conſcience; and the Caſe of our Diſ- 
ſenters is much the ſame: For they fancy they 
pleaſe God by making this moſt unchriſtian Se- 
paration from the eſtabliſhed Church, which has 
already done incredible Miſchiefs, and will pro- 
bably do more. But you know, that our Opini- 
ons of Things do not make good Things bad, or 
bad Things good. And the miſtaken Conſciences 
of thole Diſſenters cannot make their preſent 
Schiſm to be no Sin. 

"Tis the Duty therefore of all thoſe Diſſenters, 
who plead Conſcience for their Separation, to be 
very diligent and fincere in ſearching for the Truth. 
If they have not done this, their miſtaken Con- 
ſciences will not only not prevent, but alſo not 
leflen their Condemnation, for ſo great a Crime 
as Schiſm is. But if they have done this; if they 
honeſtly uſed their utmoſt Endeavours tobe right- 
ly inſtructed concerning theſe Matters, and do ſtill 

think it unlawful to joyn with the eſtabliſhed 


Church, 
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Church, we need not doubt but God will pity 
and pardon their Miſtakes. TheirSeparation in- 


deed is Schiſmatick; but we may hope our Hea- 
venly Father will not impute their Schiim to 
them, becauſe twas impoſſible for them to diſco- 
— the Sin, and thereby to avoid the Com mi ſſion 
"a 2) IE | 
' Q Mien there are two or more different Churches 
in oue Nation, how ſhall we know which is Orthodox, 
and which Schiſmatical? _ | | 
A. There is one plain Rule to direct all Men 
in this Enquiry ; that whereſocver there is a Church 
eſtabliſhed by competent Authority, if there be 
nothing ſinful in its Conſtitution and Worſhip, 
we are bound t-to Communicate with that 
Church, and to reject the Communion of all other 
Parties and Sects of Chriſtians. For the Advan- 


tage al Ways lies on the Side of Authority, no pub- 


lick Eſtabliſhment can juſtify a ſinful Communion, 
but if there be nothing ſintul in the Communion 
of the National Church which is eſtabliſed by 
rightful Authority, to ſeparate from ſuch a Church 
is both Diſobedience to the ſupreme Authority 


in the State, and a Schiſm from the Church. 


And therefore all ſuch Adminiſtrations of the 
Word and Sacraments as are perfomed in Oppo- 
ſit ion to the Catholick Church, are no Ads cf 
Chiriſtian Communion, but of a Schiſmatica! 
Combination. | 

Q Since Schiſm is ſo great 4 Sin as has been 
ſaid, do not our Diſj-nters cut themſelves off from be- 
7 a part of the Catholick Church in their being guilty 
of it! 

A. The Church is a Body or Society of Men 
feparated from the reit of the World, and united 


to God, and to themſelves by a divine Covenant. 
By 
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By Baptiſm we are all received into this Cove- 
nant, and admitted Members of this one Church. 
- For that can be no Church, which is not in 
Covenant with God, he is no Member of the 
Church, who is not viſibly admitted into God's 
Covenant, by Perſons duly authorized to receive 
him into this Covenant, and by ſuch a Form of 
Admiſfon as God has inſtituted. Now while we 
continue in the Unity of this Body, it is evident 
that we have a Right to all the Bleflings ,of the 
Covenant which are promiſed to this Body, and 
to every Member of it. But if we divide our 
ſclves from this Body, or from any ſound and 
Orthodox Part of the Catholick Church withour 
a juſt Cauſe, (as tis certain our Diſſenters have 
no juſt Cauſe {or their Separation from the Epiſ- 
copal Church of England) becauſe that Church 
has nothing ſinful in her Communion, and there- 


fore is Orthodox. Now that Man that ſeparates 


from ſuch a ſound part of the Church, ſeparates 
from the whole Church, becauſe the Communion 
of the Church is but one. So that our Diſſenters 
in ſetting np diſtin& and ſeparate Societies, which 
they call Churches ; but which are not Members, 
nor live in Communion with the one Catholick 
Church, forfeit their Right and Title in the Co- 
venant that is made between Chriſt and his 
Church, and cut themſelves off from being Mem- 
bers of the Catholick Church; and conſequently 
from all the Bieffings promiſed to it. | 

Q Does it further appear that our Diſſenters are no 
part of the Catholick Charch ? 

A. I ſuppoſe no Man will deny, but that eve- 
ry C hriſtian is bound co worſhip God according 


to our Saviour's Inſtiturion. And what that is, 
we learn from the Example of the Primitive 
Chrizians, ot whom, Sr. Luke gives us this Ac- 


count, 
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count, that they continued ſtedfaſt 


4 2. 42 ly in the Apoſtles Doctrine, and 


Worſhip, and in breaking of Bread, 
and in Prayers. That which makes any 
thing in a ſtri& Senſe, an Act of Church-Commu- 
nion is, that it is performed in the Fellowſhip of 
the Apoſtles, or in Communion with the Biſhops 
and Miniſters of the Catholick Church ; ſuch as 
have derived a Commiſſion trom Chriſt to admi- 
niſter the Word and Sacraments unto us: If then 
the Ordinances of God muſt be performed ac- 
cording to Chriſt's Inſtitution, that is, by the 
Hands of Perſons duly authorized and ſet apart 
for that purpoſe ; then all ſuch Adminiſtration of 
the Word and Sacraments as are performed by 
our Diſſenting Teachers are no Acts of Commu- 


nion with the Catholick Church, except they can 


ve themſelves lawfully ordained into the Mi- 
niſtry according to Chriſt's Inſtitution. For to 
what purpoſe did Chriſt appoint 

Cor. 12. 28. ſuch a Variety of Miniſters in his 


Eph. 4. 11, 12. Church, Apoſtles, Evangeliſts, Pa- 


ſtors, and Teachers, for the perfecting of the 
Saints, for the Work of the Miniſtry, for the edi- 


fying of the Body of Chriſt ; to what purpoſe has | 
be inſtituted a ſtanding Miniſtry in his Church, | 


to offer up the Prayers of the Faithful to God, to 
inſtruct, exhort, and adminiſter the Sacraments, 
if Lay-Perſons may perform theſe Offices as effec- 
tual to Salvation as they; or if private Chriſtians 
are not bound to maintain Communion with 
them in all Religious Offices. And therefore ſince 
God promiſes his Spirit to Believers, only as the 

are Members of his Church, and no otherwiſe 
than by the Uſe and lawful Miniſtry of his Word 


and Sacraments ; fince his ordinary Method of | 


faving Men is by adding them to the * 
nce 
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fince Chriſt ſuffered for us as incorporated into 
2 Church, and the Operations of the Spirit are 
made over to the Church; we ſee the neceſſity of 
holding actual Communion with the Church, in 
Order to Sanctification and Salvation. 

Q. Did the Primitive Fathers believe that Salua- 
tion is to be had out of the Catholick Church ? 

A. No: The Fathers are very expreſs in a- 
vouching, that there is no Salvation to be had, 
but only within the Pale of the Church. Let =o 


Man therefore (ſaith Origen) perſwade himſelf, let no 
e, that is, 


Man deceive himſelf; without this 
withont the Church, there is none ſaved. And St. 
Cyprian, Neither can they live without, ſeeing the 
Houſe of God is but one, and none can have Salvation 
but only in the Church. And ſo Gaudentius, But it is 
manifeſt that all the Men that perijhed in the Flood, 
but only fuch as obtained to be found within the Ark, 
which bere the Type of the Church: For in like man- 
ner now they can by no means be ſaved who are Stran- 
gers to the Apoſtolick Faith and Catholick Church. 
And St. Auguſtine or Fulgentius to the ſame pur- 
poſe : Firmly believe; and doubt not at all, but He- 
reticks and Schiſmaticks that end this preſent Life 
without the Catholick Church, ſhall go into eternal 


Fire, which is prepared for the Devil and his Angels. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. IL. 


of BAPTISM, 


Q W HAT do you mean by Baptiſm ? 


| A. Baptiſm is a holy Inſtitution of | 
our Saviour's, for the Benefit of Believers and | 


their Seed; wherein by the outward waſhing 
with Water in the Name of the Father, Son, and 


the Soul by the Blood and Spirit of Chriſt, from 
the Guilt and Filth of Sin, Eph. v. 25, 26. Chriſt 
loved his Church, and gave himſelf for it, that 


of Water and the Word. 

Q. Did the Apoſtles and Primitive Church baptize 
Infants ? 

A. As Baptiſm was appointed for the ſame 
End that Circumciſion was, and did ſucceed in 
the Place thereof, ſo it is moſt reaſonable it ſhould 
be adminiſter'd to the ſame kind of Perſons. And 


as God commanded Infants to be circumciſed, 
Gen. 17. 12. So doubtleſs he would have them 
to be baptized : Nor is it neceſſary that Chriſt 
Id particularly name Children in his Com- 
miſſion, Matt h. 28. 19. It is ſufficient that he did 
not 


Holy Ghoſt, it ſignifies the ſpiritual Waſhing of 


he might ſanRify and cleanſe it by the Waſhing 
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not except them, nor forbid to baptize them ; 
for that ſuppoſeth he intended no Alteration in 
this Particular, but that Children ſhould be in- 
itiated into the Chriſtian as well as into the Jew- 
% Religion. Beſides, if the Apoſtles had left 
Children our of the Covenant, and not received 
them as Members of the Church, it is certain the 
Jews (who took ſuch Care to circumciſe them) 
would have made this a great Objection againſt 
the Chriſtian Religion, and have been highly 
ſcandalized therear. Wherefore ſince Infants are 
a part of all Nations, and we read of whole Hou- 
ſholds baptized, Act, 16. 15, 33. 1 Cor. 1. 16. It 
is highly probable that the Apoſtles themſelves 
baptized Infants: Only the Baptiſm of Men ard 
Women converted from Paganiſm, being more 
for the Honour of Religion, and more illuſtrious, 
did obſcure the Infant Baptiſm, which being done 
with leſs Solemnity, and at the ſame time with 
the Parent, it ſufficed to note it in general Words. 
This we are ſure of, that all Antiquity affirm, 
that the Apoſtles did teach the Church to baptize 
Infants. Beſides, the ancient Conſtitutions do 
command it. And about two hundred Years af- 
rer Chriſt, St. Cyprian, with Sixty fix Biſhops in 
Council with him, determined that the Church 
had allowed of it; yea, that Children had rather 
better Rightto Baptiſm than elder Perſons: Since 
which time it hath been univerſal'y practiſed in 
all Churches, until ſome wild Enthuſiaſts of late, 
Revivers of oid Hercſics, ' preſumed to oppoſe 
it. 
But it is not the giddy Attempts of ſuch un- 
ſtable Perſons can ſhake this holy Practice, wb ich 
is ſo reaſonable, and fo ancient, ſo beneficial to 
the Infants, ſo comfortable to the Parents, yea, 
and ſo great a W to Religion, by 9 
| — 1 
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theſe future Hopes of the Church, in early Vows 
of Picty. 
Q Have not IJufants that die unbaptized the Pro- 
miſe of Salvation ? 
A. Our Saviour himſelf hath ſaid, that except 
a Man be born again of Water, and of the Holy Ghoſt, 
he cannot enter into the King om of God, John 3. 5. 
and Mark 16. 16. he makes Baptiſm as well as 
Faith neceſſary to Salvation. Whereupon the an- 
cient Chriſtians did conſtantly affirm, that there 
could be no Salvation in an ordinary way with- 
out Baptiſm; and whoſoever dicd without it, 
their Eſtate was believed doubtful, unleſs it were 
in ſuch a Caſe as that of Valentinian the Emperor, 
whom St. Ambroſe hopes might be ſaved by the 
Deſire of Baptiſm, becauſe he had no Opportu- 
nity- The ſecond Canon of the Council of Me- 
levis (to which St. Auguſtine ſubſcribed) finally 
pronounces an Anathema againſt thoſe who de- 
nied, that Infants were to be baptized for the 
Remiſſion of Sins. The Fathers of the two 
Councils of Carthage anathematize thoſe that ſay, 
Children are not by Baptiſm delivered from Hell, 
and made Partakers of eternal Life: The ſame is 
afirmed by St. Auguſtine, Fulgentius, and all the 
Catholick Fathers. The Aflembly at Trent have 
been too poſitive in aſſerting the Damnation of 
Infants which die unbaprized, (as if God could 
not ſave without it) forgetting that it is common- 
ly the Parents Neglect, and that it is they who 
eſpiſe the Covenant, and deſerve the greateſt 
P:;n;ſhment; and yet we may affirm, there is no 
Promiſc tor the Salvation of ſuch, their Eſtate is 
uncert2in, if not evil. Wherefore let no Parents 
(who !ove their own or their Childrens Souls) up- 
on Pretence ot God's Power or Mercy preſume to 
| neglect 


| 


| 
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negle& that which is fo certainly a Means of 
Salvation. 5 

Q. Lid the Primitive Chriſtians baptize the Chil- 
dren a: Church ? 

A. Yes: It was ſeldom done without the Pe- 
ſence of the Congregation, and that for very 
good Reaſon, both as 'tis a principal Act of Re- 
ligious Worthip, and as tis the Initiating of 
Perſons into the Church, which therefore ought 
to be as pub'ick as it could, that ſo the whole 
Congregation might be Spectators, and Wirn. (- 
ſes of that Profeſſion and Engagement, which 
the Perſon then baptized took upon him: And 
this they ſo zealouſly keep to, that the Tru ian 
Council allows not Baptiſm to be adminiſter'd in 
a private Chapel, but only in the publick Chur- 
ches; puniſhing the Perſons offending, if Clergy, 
with Depoſition, if Laity with Excommunica- 
tion. Indeed our Church has not been fo ſevere 
as to run to Excommunications, and Depoſitions, 
upon the breaking in upon this Duty; but it 
orders, That it ſhould be ad miniſter'd at Church, 
in the publick Congregation, to the End, That 
the Congregation may teſtify the Receiving of 
them that be newly baptized into the Number of 
Chriſt's Church: And it is pity ſo whoicſome 2 
Conſtitution ſhould be trampled under toot by 
the Vanity of fume, and the Compliance of 
others, tho there be not ſo great a Penalty an- 
nexcd to it as formerly was. 

Q. What Reuſuus are there for the Iaſitutien of 
Godfather: and Godinothers in Baptiſm? 

A. In the Primitive Church the Uſe of them 
was ſo early, that it is not eaſy to fix the time 
of their Beginning, only the moſt ancient Fa- 


thers who ſpeak of Baptiſm, do mention them. 


$.coadly, Since Children cannot make a Covcrant 
| E 2 them- 
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themſelves, it is Charity to appoint (as the Laws 
of Men do) others to do it for them till they be 
of Age: And this gives Security to the Church, 
the Child ſhall not be an Apoſtate. Thirdly, 
Provides a Monitor for both the Child and its 
Parents, to mind them of this Vow, and keep 
the Memory of this new Birth, by giving the 
Child new and ſpiritual Relations of Godfathers 
and Godmothers; for God and Nature have 
\ufficiently obliged the natural Parents already, 
yet for the greater Care of the Baptized's Salva- 
tion, the Church hath added two or three more, 
that if ſome negle& their Duty, the others may 
ſupply their Defects. 


Q. But our Diſſenters ſay it is a ridiculous and ab- 


ſurd thing to put Queſtions to Infants, who can make 
ao Anſwer. What can you fay to this Impeachment ? 
A. As to the propounding the Queſtions, we 
don't put them to the Infants; but demand of 
their Surcties, in the ancient Form, Duſt thou, in 
the Name of this Child, renounce the Devil? Doſt 


thou believe in God the Father Almighty? &c. Mit 


thou be baptized in this Faith? Now what Words 
could be conceived fitter to be put to the Sure- 
ties? What Rite can be more pious and pure, 
and agrecable to Primitive Inſtitution? Here is 
nothing ſtrange or new; nothing which is not 
uſed almolt in every Contract. Whenever Infant 
Kings are inaugurated, ſome of the Nobility, 
deputed to repreſent them, take the uſual Oaths 
for them. So do Ambaſſadors for their Princi- 
pale, at the Ratifying of any League or Articles. 
'The ſame do Guardians for their Pupils; and 
the Pupils, when grown up, are bound by the 
Laws to ſtand to what was thus tranſacted for 
them. Now if it be commendable in civil Mat- 
ters to do this, tho' contrary to the Humour of 
ſome 
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| ſome People, why ſhould the Church be impea- 


ched for keeping up a Practice which, as far as 
we can find, has the Authority of the Apoſtolick 
Age on irs Side? For the oldeſt Eccleſiaſtical 
Writers ſpeak of Queſtions at Baptiſm as uſed 
not only in their Times, but long before, and 
ſeems to have been the Method in the Apoſtles 
Days, becauſe St. Peter calls Baptiſm the An- 
ſwer, or as the Word rather ſignifies, The asking 
ot, or concerning a good Conſcience, 1 Pet. 3. 21. 
Since then almoſt all Nations and Orders of Men 
act by this Method, why ſhould it be charged as 


2 Fault upon the Church, that ſhe admits Infants 


into ſo important a Covenant by Sponſors an- 
ſwering tor them. | 

Q. But our Aaverſaries ſay, that the Sureties bold- 
ly engage for the Children, that they ſhall keep God's 
Will and Commandments, and walk in the ſame all 
the Days of their Life. Anſwer this Ob jection. 

A. Well; but no more is meant by this, that 
the Sureties will uſe their beſt Endeavours that 
the Children may be inſtructed in true Chriftian 
Doctrine, calling upon them often to ſerve and 
fear God, reproving them for any thing that 
they do amiſs, and labouring to reclaim them. 
The Meaning of our Church in this, is ſufficient- 
ly declared in her Liturgy, where ſhe thus en- 
joyns Sponſors to ad moniſh their Children, that 
as they grow up, they frequent Sermons, and 
take care that they learn the Church Catechiſm ; 
and, in the laſt Place, bring them to the Biſhops 
to be confirmed by them. And herein our Church 
is highly to be commended for her wiſe Proviſi- 
on, and ſingular Care of little Children But En- 
1 4 ſelf can hardly find what to blame her for in 
all this. 


E 3 Q. 778 


( 64) 

Q. 'Tis ol jected that the Sign ef the Croſs has been 
notor 1ouſly abuſed by the Papiſts, and that our retaining 
of it makes us Par. akers of their Superſtitions aud 
[tolitry: Aaſwer this Object ion. 

A. The Honour and Dignity of the Name of 
the Croſs begat a Reverend Eſtimation even in 
the Apoſties Times (tor ought that is known to 
the contrary) of the Sign of the Croſs, which 
the Chriſtians ſhortly after uſcd in all their Ac- 
tions. For Tertullian expreſly aſſuring us, that 
upon every Motion, at their going out and co- 
ming in, at their going to bath, or to bed, or to 
Meals, or whatever their Employment or Occa- 
ſions call them to, they were wont to make the 
Sign ot the Croſs upon their Forcheads; thereby 
making an outward Shew and Profeſſion, even to 
the Aſtoniſhment of the Jews, that they were 
not aſhamed to acknowledge him for their Lord 


and Saviour, who died for them upon the Croſs. 


And this Sign they did not only uſe themſelves 
with a Kind of Glory, when they met with any 
J-ws, but ſigned therewith their Children when 
they were chriſtened, to dedicate em by that 
Badge to his Scrvice, whoſe Benefits beſtowed 
upon em in Baptiſm, the Name of the Croſs did 
repreſent. And this Uſe of the Sign of the Croſs 
in Baptiſm was held in the Primitive Church as 
well by the Greeks as the Latins, with one Con- 
ſent and great Applauſe. At what Time, it any 
had oppoled themſelves againſt it, they would 
certainly have been cenſured as Enemics ot the 
Name of the Croſs, and conſequently of Chriſt's 
Merits, the Sign whereof they could no better 
endure. This continual and general Uſe of the 
Sign of the Croſs is evident by many Teſtimonies 
of the ancient Fathers. Or-gea makes expreſs 
Mention of ſome who were ſigned with the Croſs 

-at 
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at their Baptiſm. St. Cyprian tells us, That thoſe 
who obtain Mercy of the Lord are ſigned on the 
Forchead, and that the Forehead of a Chriſtian 
is ſanctified with the Sign of God. Lattantius 
ſays, Chriſt being ſacrificed wrought Salvation 
for all thoſe who carry the Sign of his Blood, 
i. e. of the Croſs on which he ſhed his Blood in 
their Forehead. St. Bail informs us, That an 
Ecclefiaſtical Conſtitution had prevailed from the 
Apoltles Days, that thoſe who believed in the 
Name of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ſhould be ſigned 
with the Sign of the Croſs. St, Chryſoſtom again 
makes it the Glory of Chriſtians, that they carry 
in their Forehead the Sign of the Croſs. And 
laſtly, St. Auſtin, (peaking to one who was going 
to be baptized, tells him, That he was that Day 
to be ſigned with the Sign of the Croſs, with 
which all Chriſtians were figned, (i. e. at their 
Baptiſm.) As for the ſuperſtitious Uſcs of the 
Croſs retained among the Papiſts, they are all 
abrogated by our Reformers; we do not croſs 
our ſelves as they do at every little Apprehenſion 
of Danger; we don't, as they do, adore it, and 
burn Incenſe to it; we do not carry it about the 
Streets, making People to kneel down before it: 
Theſe and all other ſuperſtitious Uſes of the Crofs 
we have utterly diſcarded, retaining nothing of 
it but the Sign in Baptiſm. And leſs than this 
we could not do, unleſs we would lay aſide all 
honourable Regards ro our Saviour's Suticrings, 
out of Compliance to Hcathens and Mabometays. 
We retain this Ceremony only as a way of ad- 
mitring into the Church, whereby the Congrega- 
tion oft Chriſt's Flock receive the baptized Int:nts 
into their Boſom, and do by this Badge acknow- 
ledge a Child to be new born to them, and glad- 
ly iſt a new Soldier under the Banner of Chriſt, 
R E + There 
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There is nothing in this Inſtitution of our Church 
can more deſerve the Name of Superſtition, than 
the Independents holding up their Hanas in Token 
of joyning themſelves to their Corgregation. 
For why ſhould it be more idolatrous and impi- 
ous to admit a Perſon into a Chriſtian Society by 
making a Croſs with one Finger, than by ſtretch- 
ing out five? Almoſt all Societies do without 
Blame admit new Members by ſome anciently 
received Ceremonies ; and we are the leſs blame- 
able in this Caſe, in that we obſerve a Rite very 
laudable on our Lord's Account, and conſtantly 
uſed in all Ages of the Chriſtian Church. For 
ſurely there is no Signature ſo univerſally known 
to be the Mark of a Chriſtian, as that of the 
1 Crols, which makes St. Paul put the 


1 Cor. 1. 15,18. Croſs for Chriſtianity it ſelf; the 


Belicf of a crucify'd Saviour being 
the proper Article of the Chriſtian Faith, d iſt in- 
G4 guiſhing the Proteſſors of it from all 
Phil, - * g. other Kinds of Religion in the World. 

" Wherefore to ſign with the Sign of 


_ Croſs, is to declare the Party to be a Chri- 
ian. 
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CHAP. III. 


Of CONFIRMATION. 


Q. V THAT is Confirmation ? 

| A. A ſolemn Rite inſtituted by the 
Apoſtles, wherein the Biſhop by laying on of 
Hands, and fervent Prayer, and authoritative Be- 
nediction, conveys to ſuch Perſons, who in the 


Preſence of God, and the Congregation, ſincerely 


renew their Baptiſmal Vow, a farther Degree of 
God's Grace and Holy Spirit. 

Q Was this Kite uſed by the Apoſtles ? 
A. We have the Scripture ir ſelf for the Evi- 
dence of the Fact; for when the 
Men of Samaria had been conver- 4#: 8. 
ted and baptized, and had received 
the Word of God, the Apoltles St. Peter and St. 
John, were ſent to confirm thoſe new Converts, to 
lay their Hands upon them, that they might re- 
ceivethe Holy Ghoſt. And the Di- 
ſciples at Epheſus, after they had 44. 19. 5, 6. 
been baptized in the Name of Jrsvs, 
were confirmed by St. Paul, who laid his Hands 


upon them, and then they received the Hol 
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Ghoſt. And farther, the ſame Apoſtle mentions 
as Fundamentals, not only the 
Heb. 6. 2. Doctrine of Baptiſm, but the lay- 
ing on of Hands, by which the an- 
cient Interpreters have always underſtood Con- 
firmation ; which appeared ſo plain to Calvin 
himſclf, that it was his Opinion, that this one 
Place ſhews evidently that Confirmation was in- 
ſtituted by the Apoſtles. 
Q. How does it appear that Confirmation was not 
confined to the Age + the Apoſtles ? 
A. Becauſe this folemn Rite is highly uſeful 
and beneficial to the ſpiritual Wants of Chriſtians 
in all Ages, who ſtand in need of the Influences 


of Gods Holy Spirit to the great Purpoſe of 


Sanctification; and was as ſuch accordingly prac- 
tiſed by them in all the ſucceeding Ages of the 
Church, as appears by the Teſtimony of Fathers 
and Councils, who ia this Matter ſpeak as Wit- 
neſſes of a Catholick Cuſtom. 

Q. Give me ſome Teſtimonies of this Practice. 

A. Tertullian, who flouriſhed about fourſcore 
Years after St. John, and who is very careful in 
relating the Practice of the Primitive Church, 
tells us, That after Baptiſm ſucceeds laying on of 
Hands, by Prayer calling for, and inviting the 
Holy Spirit. And St. Cyprian, who flouriſhed a- 
bout ſixty Years after Tertullian, hath this Re- 
mark upon the Hiſtory of the Samaritan Converts, 
The ſame Thing, ſays he, is practiſed among us, that 
they who are baptized in the Church, are preſented te 
the Covernors of it, the Biſhops, that by our Prayers and 
Iinpoſition of Hands, they may obtain the Holy Ghoſt, 
and be perfected with the Seal of Chrift : Which is by 


Confirmation to attain the higheſt Order of Chriſtians. 


St. Jerome ſpeaks full to the Point, If you ask, ſays 
he, where it is written, it is written in the Acts of the 


| Apoſtles = 
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Apoſtles ; but if there were no Authority of Scripture 


for it, yet the Conſent of all the World in this Parti- 


cular is inſtead of a Command. 

Q. Who is the proper Miniſter of Con fir mation? 

A. The Adminiſtration of this Rite was de- 
volved by the Apoſtles to their Succeſſors, the 
Biſhops of the Catiolick Church. For tho Phi- 
lip the Deacon had Liberty both to preach and 
baptize, yet the Apoſtles only had the Power to 
confirm, as is plain by the Hiſtory 
of the Samaritan Convertss And 4, 8, 17. 
therefore this Rite is appropriated 
to the Biſhops, as be ing Succeſſors of the Apoſtles 
in the Government of the Church, in all Primi- 
tive Records of Chriſtianity. 


CHAP. 
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C H AP. IV. 
Of the Lord's Supper. 


Q. UR Diſſenters ſay, it is Popiſh and Idola- 
trous to receive the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Hyper Kneeling: What can you ſay to this Impeach- 
ment + 
A. Our Objecors ſhould do well to obſerve 
that our Saviour has no where in his Goſpel 
eſtabliſhed any particular Poſture of receiving this 
Holy Sacrament in, but has left it entirely to be 
ſettled by the Governors of his Church. He has 
indeed commanded us to eat and drink this in 
Remembrance of him: But whether we ſhould 
do this either lying down, or ſtanding, or fitting, 
there is no Footſteps of any Command in the 
Holy Scriptures. 


But they tell us, that ſuch a Poſture ought 


only to be uſed, as is proper to a Meal or a Ban- 
quet. And we ſay, that there are many Poſtures 
and Ways of Behaviour, which do very well be- 
come a Meal, but would very ill become the Ho- 
ly Communion. For that Mirth, and Jollity, and 
Pleaſantneſs of Converſation, which are uſual in 


Feaſts, would be very prophane ar the Admini- 


ſtration 
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(tration of this bleſſed Sacrament. And if we do 
with good Reaſon baniſh ſuch Actions from this 
ſacred Feaſt, why may we not lay aſide Sitting 
likewiſe, as too bold and confident a Poſture, or 
at leaſt not humble enough to preſent our felves 
before God? But beſides this, they ſhould ob- 
ſerve, that this Sacrament is not only a Feaſt, 
but a federal Rite to receive us into Favour with 


God, after having violated our Baptiſmal Vow ; 


and, that it is a Token or Pledge, whereby we 
teſtify our Union with Chriſt our Head, and our 
brotherly Charity to our Fellow- Chriſtians ; 
which ought to be reſembled by other Marks than 
barely that of a Table Poſture, which has Rela- 
tion only to the Commemorative part of this Sa- 
crament. Now ſince, at this time, we are ſor- 
rowing for our Sins, and earneſtly defiring Par- 
don for them, we think the familiar Poſture 
which we uſe at the Merriment of a Feaſt, ſhould 
little become a Soul weighed down with the Senſe 
of having offended ſo gracious a God: For what 
Poſture of Body can be too humble to be uſed by 
a Perſon under thoſe Thoughts? Certainly, whilſt 
God is reaching forth our Pardon to us, after 
ſuch Provocation, we ought not to receive it 
with ſuch an undecent and regardleſs Poſture, as 
that of Sitting. If our Prince, after being Rebels 
to him, ſhould think fit to hold out a Pardon to 
us, we ſhould receive it upon our Knees, at leaſt 
in a more becoming Manner, than without any 
outward Sign of Reverence to take it from our 
Seat. And it a Man ſhould refuſe to kneel before 
his Prince in ſuch a Caſe for fear of Idolizing 
him, his Execution would be little pitied which 
he ſhould bring upon himſelf, by ſuch an unrea- 
ſonable Scrupuloſity. Now can any one think, 
that as much Reſpect is not owing to Almigh- 
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ty God, whilſt he is conveying to us our Pardon 
of eternal Puniſhment, as to a worldly Prince, 
whilſt he is remitting a temporary Penalty? Add 
to this, that the Poſture of Sitting at the Sacra- 
ment was never heard of in all the Primitire 
Ages; for they either received it Standing or 
Knecling, but as for Sitting it was never thought 
of by any of them ; for we challenge our Adver- 
ſaries to produce ſo much as one fingle Inſtance 
of any one Church upon the Face of the Earth, 
during the firſt tour Centuries, that cver uſed a 
Table Poſture at this Ordinance, or that did 
not receive it in a Poſture of Adoration. What 
could be the Meaning of this? Could all the 
different Parts of the Chriſtian World conſpire in 
this by chance, or univerſally alter the Poſture 
of receiving ſo early, without our having ſo much 
as one Hint of the Change? Wheretore, upon 
Suppoſition, that a Table Poſture was uſed at 
the Inſtitution ; yet the Apoſtles and Primitive 
Chriſtians introduced an adoring Poſture. And 
taught all their Diſciples to continue it, as moſt 
eable to the Celebration of the Ordinance 
in our Circumſtances. 

We may be ſure our receiving the bleſſed Bo- 
dy and Blood of Chriſt, as the Catholick Church 
always did, in a humble and adoring Poſture, is 
both an Argument and Excitement of our Faith 
in him. Our Church (which hath Power to de- 
termine theſe C:rcumitances) hath preſcribed this 

5 Poſture, and withal declared it is 
d. Cn, before only tor Order and Comelineſs, and 
to expreſs our Humility to God, 
not to give any V orſhip to the Elements. 
Q. Was the Holy Sacrament adminiſter d in the 
Evening in the Primitive Church? 


A. No: 


. 


A. No: For Cyprian expreſly pleads againſt it, 
affirming that it ought to be in the Morning, and 
ſo indeed in a ſhort time it prevail'd on over 
moſt Parts of the World. 

Q, How often did the Primitive Chriſtians receive 
the Holy Sacrament ? | 


A. Ar firſt (while the Spirit of Chriſtianity was 
yet warm and vigorous, and the Hearts of Men 

aſſionately inflamed with the Love of Chriſt) 
tis more than probable they communicated eve- 
ry Day, or as oft as they came together for pub- 
lick Worſhip. And the Primitive 1 
Councils diſown'd him from being a > Io 
Chriſtian, who did not receive at ; 
leaſt three Times a Year; and of old they ex- 
communicated thoſe who coming to the Sermon, 
went out before the Communion. 
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CHAP. v. 


Of Bowing «t the Name of JESUS. 


20 Diſſenters ſay, that by our Boing at 
the Name of Ixsus, we adore Letters and 
' SyPables, and empty Sounds Let me hear you anſwer 
this Impeachment, 

A. But if we paid this Reſpe& oftener than we 
do, who could juſtly blame us for ſtriving to ex- 
ceed in our Thankſgivings to God for his infinite 
| Mercies in Jeſus Chriſt > Our Accufers think 
themſelves deficient in goodBreeding, if they don't 
make Bows to one another in their Meetings : 
Why then ſhould they inveigh againſt us for expreſ- 
ſing that Reſpect to our bleſſed Saviour in his own 
Church, which they think themſelves obliged to 
ſhew to their Friends and Companions ? If Chriſt 
is to be worſhipped in our publick Prayers, why 
not at the Mention of his Name, whereby, as by 
a common Token, the whole Congregation may 
be at once alarm'd and excited to offer up their 
united Devotions to God their Saviour. If we 
are to glorify God with our Bodies as well as 
our Souls, ſhall we be thought criminal for ac- 
knowledging the fingular Goodneſs of Chriſt to 

us 


( 75) 


us in a little decent corporal Veneration ? If it be 
eſteemed not only clowniſh, and ill-bred, but e- 
ven very impudent, to paſs by the empty Throne 
of 4 Prince, and not bow to it ; if we may tiot 
mention the Name of King or Queen in their 
Preſence, without ſome Expreiſion of Reſpect; 
who ſhall dare to reproach us with any outward 
Reverence we ſhew to Jeſus Chriſt, who is King 
of Kings, and hath all Authority and Powers 
committed to him over Things in Hezven as 
well as in Earth? But our Adverſaries would 
perhaps be leſs free with their Tongues, if they 
well conſider, that together with us they involve 
aimolt all Proteſtants in the ſame Crime of Ido- 
latry. For all who receive the Auguſtaz Conteſ- 
ſion, and many other Churches in Germauy, do 
agree with us to make a low Reverence at the 
naming of Jesus. Nay, the more modeſt Calvi- 
ziſts, tho they don't approve this Ceremony by 
their own Piactice, yet they are far from con- 
demning others who ule it. 


F CHAP. 


CH AP. VI. 
Of V. orſhipping towards the ALTAR. 


Q. 


which we call the Altar, aud the Carpets and Appen- 
dages which belong to it. What can you ſay to this 
Objettion ? | 

A. This Cuſtom of Worfhipping towards the 
Eaſt, doubtleſs begun very early, and is general- 
ly aſcribed to the Apoſtles; ſo the Author of the 
Queſtions and Anſwers aſſures us, and tells us, It 
was becauſe the Eaſt was accounted the moſt ex- 
cellent Part of the Creation. St. Baz i likewiſe 
reckons it amongſt the Traditions that had been 
derived from the Apoſtles. Clemens Alexandrinns 
tells us, That herein they had Reſpect to Chriſt ; 
for as the Eaſt is the Birth and Womb of the 
natural Day, from whence the Sun (the Foun- 
tain of all ſenſible Light) does ariſe and ſpring, 
fo Chriſt the true Son of Righteouſneſs, who a- 
zoſc upon the World with the Light of Truth, 
when it fat in the Darkneſs of Error and Igno- 


trance, 


UR Adverſaries ſay, that by Worſhipping 


towards the Altar, we adore the Wood 
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rance, is in Scripture ſtiled the Eaſt, Zechari- 
ah 3. 8. and Chap. 6. 12. the Meſſiah is called 
the Branch: And in Lake 1. 78. the Day-ſpring. 
In all which Places the Original Words ſignify the 
Eaſt, and are ſo render'd in all other Verſions of 
the Bible. And therefore our Prayers are di- 
rected thither. 

It was the Cuſtom of the ancient Church to 
turn to the Alrar or Eaſt, not only at the Con- 
teffion of Faith, but in all the publick Prayers. 
And therefore Epiphanius, ſpeaking of the Mad- 
neſs of the Impoſtor Elxæus, counts this as one 
Inſtance of it among other Things, that he for- 
bad Praying towards the Eaſt. Now this is the 
moſt honourable Place in the Houſe of God ; 
and is therefore ſeparated from the lower and 
inferiour Part of the Church, anſwering to the 
Holy of Holies in the Jeuiſob Tabernacle, 
which was ſevered by a Veil from the Sanctu- 
ary : And the holy Table or Altar in the 
one 2 to the — in the other. 
As then the Jews worſhipped lifti 
up their Hands towards the Mer Hal =— 
cy-Seat, and even the Cherubims ; 
were formed with their Faces looking towards 
it: So the Primitive Chriſtians did in their 
Worſhip look towards the Alrar, of which the 
Mercy-Scat was a Type. And therefore the 
Altar was uſually called, the Tabernacle of God's 
Glory, his Chair of State, the Throne of God, the 
Type of Heaven it ſelf For theſe Reaſons did 
they always in Praying look towards it. We 
did not, ſays Athanaſius, worjhip towards the Eaft, 
as if we thought God any ways ſhut up in thoſe 
Parts of the World, for God is in all Places; 
jet he is otherwiſe ** in Heaven than in 

2 
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Hell, and fo otherwiſe preſent in one Part of Hea- 
ven than in another. God is ſtyled in Scripture, 
the true Light: In turning therefore towards 
that created Light, we do not worſhip it, but 
the great Creator of it; taking Occaſion from 
that moſt cxcellent Element, to adore that God 
who was before all Elements and Ages of the 
World. 

The Star that conducted the Wiſe Men to 
our Saviour, appeared in the Eaſt. The An- 
gels {cnt from God with the Goſpel of our 
Saviour's Nativity, they alſo came from the 
Eaſt. He was born too in the Eaſtern Parts 
of the World. The Holy Men of Jeruſalem 
hold a Tradition, generally received from their 
Ancients, that he was buried alſo with his 
Face and Feet towards the Eaſt. And that 
he aſcended up into the Eaſtern Part of Hea- 
ven, is the full Conſent of the ancient Church. 
And if our Saviour aſcended into Heaven by 
the Eaſtern Part, we need not doubt, but 
that he will return by the ſame Way which 
he went. Our Saviour himſelf ſays, As the 
Lightuing cometh out of the Eaſt, and ſbineth e- 
ven unto the Weſt, ſo ſhall alſo the Coming of 
the Sou of Mau be. We worſhip him there- 
fore towards the Eaſt, as expecting him from 
thence, belicving that our Saviour, as reſpe&- 
ing his humane Nature, ſits in the Eaſtern 
Part of Heaven. There he is; from thence 
he is to come to judge the World. There- 
fore that Sign ct the Son of Man, Matthew 
24. 30. which is to appear at his ſecond Co- 
ming, is expected to be ſeen in the Eaſt; 
which is to be the Sign of the Croſs, as the Fa- 
thers St. Chryſojtcn and St, Ephrem promiſe. Hip- 
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politus ſaith, 4 Sign of the Croſs ſhall riſe up 
more glorious than the Sun it ſclf, jhining from 
the Eaſt into the Weſt, to give notice unto the 
World that the Fudge is coming. To pray there- 
fore or worſhip towards the Eaſt, is to pray 
and worſhip towards our Saviour; eſpeciall 
fince it is probable even from Scripture it felt, 
that the Majeſty and Glory of God is in a 

culiar Manner in that Part ot the Heavens, 
and that the Throne of Chriſt, and the Splen- 
dor of his Humanity, has its Reſidence there. 
From theſe Examples of the Primitive Chri- 
ſtians, and in regard to the Sanctity of the 
Place, it is requiſite we ſhould ſhew ſome bo- 
dily Reverence at our coming into the Houſe 
of God, and that towards the Altar, that is, 
looking ſtraight forward, (for in moſt Places 
where this Ceremony is uſed, the Doors are 
Weſtward, and bring Men in with their Fa- 
ces to the Eaſt, that is, towards the Altar.) 
But becauſe the Church hath not directed them 
to turn to the right Hand, or to the left, or 
quite backwards, with worſe Manners ſtill, there- 
fore they muſt needs be thought to worſhip 
Tables and Carpets, and to commit grofler I- 
dolatry than the very Papiſts. This ſhews how 
Men's Judgments are blinded, and what little 
Charity is left among Chriſtians, when not 
conſidering Things according to Truth, but 
with much Prejudice and Hatred, they aggra- 
vate, pervert, and wreſt every thing, fo they 
can but bring an Odium upon their Adverſa- 
les. 


'F 3 CHAP. 


CHAP. VII. 


Of the Ol jectins made againſt our 
Pubhck Liturgy. 


Q. NOTHER 0Objefion our Diſſenters make 

of, is our Praying by a ſet Form of 
Words, which, they ſay, hinder the Energy of the Holy 
Spirit, and quench thoſe Celeſtial Ardours which the 
Souls of pious Men are enflamed with in extemporary 
Prayers. Anſwer me this Objection. 

A. Whoever makes this Objection, and af- 
firms we cannot pray by the Spirit in the Words 
of a Form, muſt beware his Ignorance betrays 
him not into a dangerous Uncharitableneſs, and 
838 Blaſphemy. For the Saints of the Old 

eſtament prayed by Forms, and ſo did Chriſt 
himſelf in the New, and he taught his Apoſtles 
a Form to pray by: And dare any ſay they pray- 
ed not by the Spirit? And did not the devout- 
eſt Men of all Ages compoſe and uſe ſuch? Was 
ever extempore Prayer heard of in publick, (till of 

late 
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late Years) and then no where elſe but in this 
Ifland ; and do we think that no Church, nor no 
Perſons pray d by the Spirit, till now; and have 
not the Gallican Church, and Geneva, and all fo- 
reign Reformed Churches their Forms ? 

And did not Luther and Calvin both leave Li- 
turgies to their Churches? And Knox, though 
he was a bitter Enemy to cur Liturgy, yet he 
compoſed one of his own for his own Congrega- 
tion. The Danes, Swedes, Brandenburghers, 
Helvetians, Heſſtans, have all their Liturgies : 
Nor is there one Church in the whole Reforma- 
tion, but what approves of Forms, and own 
them to conduce much to true Devotion, it be- 
ing the ſole Property (or Honour, if they pleaſe) 
of our Non-Conformiſts to deſpiſe and reje& 
them. And is not an unſtudied Prayer a Form to 
the People, who are confined to pray in the 
Speaker's Words? And will you ſay theſe all 
prayed without the Spirit of God? Surely who- 
ever is deeply affected with his own Wants, and 
God's Sufficiency, and heartily deſires what he 
asks, this Man prays by the Spirit, though the 
Words be a Form. 

Q. When was this extempore Way of Praying 


firſt ſet up in England? 


A. Extemporary Prayer was firſt ſet up in Eng- 
land in Oppoſition to our Liturgy. In the gth 
Year of Queen Elizabeth, to ſeduce the People 
from the Church, and to ſerve the Ends of Po- 
pery, one Friar Comin began to pray extempore 
with ſuch Fervour, that he deluded many, and 
was amply rewarded for it by the Pope. After 
him, Tho. Heath did the ſame. And I hope when 
the Diſſenters have well conſider' d whom they 
joyn with, and whoſe Cauſe they advance by de- 
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crying our Liturgy, and extolling extempore Pray- 
ers, they will ſee Cauſe to think better of Forms 
of Pray er. 

Q Bu: tho' extemporary Prayers are not preferable 
to our Forms, on the Account of Inſpiration, are they 
not better ſuited to the Uſe and Edification of the 
Church? 

A. No: For ſudden Conceptions are generally 
crude and contuſed, without any Method or Or- 
der. Many Things in them are obſcure and un- 
intelligible, which for Haſte of utrering, the 
Mind cannot digeſt. But now in our compoſed 
Offices, cvery Thing ſtands in its proper Place : 
The People have nothing to ask of God, but 
what they may well weigh and confider of at 
Home : And if they meet with any Thing which 
they don't well underſtand, they may have Re- 
courſe to the Expoſitions of Learned Divines, 
which are eaſily had. But extemporary Prayers 
leave Men at a ſtand, whether they ſhould ſay 
Amen to them, before they have conſider d whe- 
ther they contain nothing contrary to ſound Faith, 
and Chriſtian Virtue, nothing but what is fit to 
be prayed for; which no Man can promiſe for 
them before-hand, which remembers what Pray- 
ers were made by the great Maſters of this Art in 
our late mas Hr Boe Times, how confuſed, ho v 
ſeditious, how þlaſphemous, they many Times 
were. FTE 

Q. Does it further appear that extemporary Pray- 
ers are not better ſuited to the Uſe and Edification of 
the Church than Forms of Prayer? ; 


4. Every 


(83) 


A. Every pious Perſon may fully and freely aſ- 
ſent to our Common-Prayers, becauſe he can be 


acquainted with them before-hand; and may be 
very hearty in his Petitions, as being well aſſu- 
red, that he ask nothing amiſs. In ſhort, a 
Miniſter's unpremeditated Prayers can hardly keep 
up the Gravity of his Aſſembly; many Things 
dropping from him which are trifling and unbe- 
coming a Divine ; beſides the Loſs he is ſome- 
times at for Matter, which forces him, rather 

than be quite mute, to vent very impertinent 
incoherent Stuff, ſuch as provokes the Spleen of 
Men that are otherwiſe ſerious enough. But in 
our Liturgy there is not a Word without its due 
Gravity; and every Requeſt we are to make to 
God, has been carefully conſider'd by the moſt 
competent, Judges; fo that a religious Heart has 
nothing elſe to do but joya with the Miniſter in 
otfering them up to God. 

Q. Did the ancient Churches, planted by the Apo- 
ſtles, uſe Forms of Prayer? 

A. Yes: All the ancient Churches in the World, 
planted by the Apoſtles, have ſet Prayers ; as the 
Greek Church, to whom St. Paul reached; the 
Indians, to whom St. Themas brought the Light 
of the Goſpel ; the Z£thiopians, to whom St. Mark 
brought the Knowledge of Chriſt; the Mauſcovites, 
who affirm, that they received the Truth from 
St. Andrew. Theſe, with all ancient Churches, 
have ſet Prayers; their Liturgics are to be ſeen; 
for we never read, or heard of any Churches in 
the World from the Apoſtles Days to ours, but 
what took this Courſe. And therctore for any 
Man to ſay, that it is not lawful, or not expe- 

dient, or not ſo edity ing to uſe a Form of Prayer 
in the publick Worſhip of God, is to contradict 
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the 22 Senſe of Chriſtianity, to condemn 
oly Catholick Church, and to make himſelf 


the 
wiſer than all Chiſtians that ever were before 


him. Which, whatſoever it may be thought 
now, was always heretofore reckon'd one ot the 
greateſt Sins and Follies that a Man could be 
guilty of. 

Q. But our Adverſaries ſay, that our Com mon- 
Prayer- Book, and particularly the Collefts, are taken, 
out of the Maſs- Book, and therefore ought to be laid 
ide. Give me an Anſwer to this Objettion. 

A. But if this were true, as they pretend, it 
were no good Objection: For if this Reaſon 
held, we muſt lay aſide the Creed, the Lord's- 
Prayer, the Pſalms, the Goſpel, and the Apoſto- 
lical Epiſtles; which no Man, in his ſober Sen- 
ſes, will allow to be a juſt Reaſon for ſo doing. 
Nor is the Caſe of the Colle&s much different : 
For all the Matter of our ſeveral Offices are per- 
fectly agreeable to the Holy Scriptures. And 
ſurely tis a ſtrange Perverſeneſs for Men to 
blame that which 1s $a b agrecable to the 
Scriptures, becauſe the Papiſts uſe it as well as 
our ſelves. At this Rate, we muſt frame to our 
ſelves a new Chriſtianity, and believe and wor- 
ſhip by the Rule of Contraries; abſtaining from 
that which the Papiſts do believe and practice, 
though never fo plainly authorized by God him- 
ſelf. Such a Madneſs in Religion is unworthy of 
a Man; and the bare naming it is a ſufficient 
Confutation of it. Let our Adverſaries name 
one Particular, if they can, which is not ſound 
and Orthodox, and which a good Chriſtian may 
not comply with : Let 'em ſhew, that our Com- 
mon-Prayer Book is defiled with the Abomina- 
tions of Popery; and that it contains the faulty, 
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28 well as the innocent Parts of the Popiſh Litur- 
gies : If they will ceaſe their Clamour, till they 
can faſten but one ſuch Paſſage upon us, we may 
be ſure we ſhall hear no more of this noiſy Ob- 


jection But ſuppoſe that moſt of the Collecis 
are found in the Maſs-Book ; yet the Compilers 
of that Book did not make thoſe Colle&s which 
we have received into our Liturgy ; we have 
undoubted Authority that they were compoſed 
ſeveral hundred Years before the preſent Maſs- 
Book had a Being; for to ſet the Riſe of them 
at the lateſt Date, they are at leaſt eleven hun- 
dred Years old, they being placed in the Office 
by St. Gregory the Great, when he was Biſhop of 
Rome, about the Year of Chriſt 590. Nay, ma- 
ny of the Colle&s are much older than St. Gre- 
gory's Time; he being but” the Compiler, or ga- 
therer of them from the older Liturgies, and not 
the Compoſer. 

Q. How does it further appear that our Com- 
mon-Prayer-Book is not agreeable to Popery ? 
A. A Man would wonder, how tis poflible 
for thoſe who underſtand wherein the Iniquity 
of Popery conſiſts, to make this Objection a- 
gainſt the Book of Common - Prayer : For 
tis notorious, that Popery is not more plain- 
ly condemned in the Scriptures themſelves than 
in this very Book. For Inſtance ; It calls the 
Elements by the Names of Bread and Wine, 
even after the Conſecration, in divers Parts 
of the Communion- Office: And in an Admo- 
nition annexed to the Office, it declares, That 
the Sacramental Bread and Wine remain {till 
in their very natural Subſtances. It tells us 
in the ſame Placc, That the Adoration of the 
Hoſt is Idolatry to be abhorred of all faith- 
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ful Chriſtians. It enjoyns the Reception of 
the Holy Communion in both Kinds, the 
Offering of Prayers to God alone, &c. Now 
where do the Holy Scriptures more plainly 
condemn the oppoſite Corruptions of Pope- 
ry? And with what Face then can it be pre- 
tended, that our Common Prayer - Book is 
taken out of the Popiſh Liturgies, when in 
Reality tis a flat Contradiction to Popery, 
and a Condemnation of it ? 

The Articles of our Church (which not on- 
ly Clergymen, but all Students in our Uni- 
verſities, are obliged by their Subſcriptions 
to acknowledge and maintain) do put it out 
of all Doubt, that Heaven and Earth are not 
at 2 greater Diſtance, than our Religion is 
from Popery. 

To conclude; By Popery, nothing can be 
meant, but the Corruptions and Uſurpations 
of the Church of Rome: For the Faith of 
that Church was once as fair ſpoken of, as 
its Errors are now: And had ſhe continued 
in that Purity, we ought to have been of her 
Communion : And now we are to depart 
from her no otherwiſe, than ſhe ſhall be found 
to have departed from her ſelf, and to have 
corrupted that Doctrine which was once de- 
livered unto the Saints. 

As we muſt not receive the Evil for the 
fake of the Good, ſo we muſt not reject the 
Good for the ſake of the Evil. 

We have no one Doctrine or Ceremony 
that is purely Popiſh : But we muſt part 
with the beſt Things in our Religion, it all 
thoſe are ſinful which the Papiſts abuſc. 


And 
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And as for the Papiſts themſelves, we do 
not in = leaſt — them in thoſe 
Things wherein they are wrong, by i 
with them in thoſe Things wherein 22 
right. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VIII. 


, HAT do han mean by Faſts ? 
2 W A. Days ſet apart by the Church, 
or by Civil Authority, or by our own Appoint- 


ment, to humble our ſelves before God, in pu- 
niſhing our Bodies, and affliting our Souls, in 


Order toa real N : 

Q. How many ſorts of Faſts are there + 

A. There are two Sorts, Publick and Pri- 
vate. 

Q. Wherein confiſts the Nature of Faſting ? 

A. In a ſtrict Senſe, it implies a total Abſti- 
nence from all Meat and Drink the whole Day 
from Morning to Evening, and then to refreſh 
our ſelves ſparingly as to the Quantity, and not 
delicately as to the Quality of the Food. 

Q. What Examples have we of Faſting in the 


Scripture ? 2 


A. It was a Duty all along obſerved by de- 
vout Men, and acceptable to God, under the 
Old and New Teſtament, both as it was help- 
ful to their Devotion, and as it became a Part 
of it: Publick enjoyned Faſts upon extraordi- 
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nary Occaſions, are fo frequent in Scripture, they 
need no particular Notice. And as to private 


Faſts, we. read, that David chaſtened his Soul 


with Faſting. And Daniel ſought the Lord, not 
only with Prayers and Supplications, but with 
Faſting. Anna ſerved and worſhipped God in 
Prayers and Faſtings Night and Day. Cornelius 
was Faſting as well as Praying, when the Viſion 
came that brought Salvation to his Houſe. When 
Pau! and Barnabas were to be ordained Apoſtles, 
there was Faſting joyn'd to Prayer: And St. Paul 
approved himſelf a Miniſter of God in Faſtings, 
as well as Labours and Watchings ; he kept his 
Body under, and brought it into Subjection, leſt 
while he preached to others, he himſelf ſhould be 
caſt away. 

Q. Have we any Account, that the Apoſtles after 
our Saviour's Aſcenſion, prattiſed Faſting aud Al- 


ſtinence? 


A. Epiphanius tells us, That St. James the 
Great, and St. John, were very eminent. for a 
mortified Life; that they never eat either Fleſh 
or Fiſh, and wore but one Coat and a Linen 
Garment. Clemens Alexandrinus relates of St. 
Matthew, That he was ſo far from indulging his 
Appetite, that he refuſed to gratify it with law- 
ful and ordinary Proviſions, eating no Fleſh, his 
uſual Diet being nothing but Herbs, Roots, 
Sceds, and Berries. And tis recorded of St. 
James the Leſs, Biſhop of Jeruſalem, a Man of 
that divine Temper, that he was the Love and 
Wonder of the Age; that he wholly abſtained 
from Fleſh, and drank neither Wine nor Strong- 
Drink, nor ever uſed the Bath; and that his 


whole Body was covered with Paleneſs through 
Faſting. | 
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Q. Was Faſting practiſed in the Primitive Church 
4A. The ancient Chriſtians were very exact both 
in their Weekly and Annual Fafts. Their Weck- 
ly Faſts were kept on Iedneſdazs and Fridays ; 
becauſe on the one our Lord was betrayed, and 
on the other crucified. Theſe Faſts uſually laſted 
till after three in the Afternoon, as did their pub- 
lick Aſſemblics. Their Annual Faſt was that of 


Lent, by way of Preparation for the Feaſt of our 


Saviour's Reſurrection. 

Q. What was the manner of Faſting among the 
Primitive Chriſtians ? 

A. They obferved their Faſts with great Strict- 
nefs. All in general on ſuch Days abſtained from 
Drinking Wine, and Eating Fleſh, the greateſt 
Part fed only on Herbs, or Pulſe, with a little 
Bread. They confined themſelves to cheap and 
ordinary Dict, without Sauces or reliſhing De- 
licacies ; ſome uſed the dry Diet, as Nuts, Al- 
monds, and ſuch like Fruits; others ted only 
on Bread and Water. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. IX. 


The Forty Das of LENT. 


Q. WII do ou meau by Lent ? 

A. Lent in the old S.:xou Language is 
known to ſignify the Spring, and th: ncc it has 
been taken in common Specch for tie Spi h- 
Faſt, or the Time of Humil:at:on gencreil, ob- 
ſerved by Chriſtians b« fore Eaſter, the great Fe- 
ſt:val of our Saviour's Reſurreciion. | 
L Q. bat was the End aud Deſign of the Fa, of 

ent ? 

A. That it ſhould be ſet apart as a proper Sca- 
ſon for Mortikc..tion, and the Exerciſe of Se f- 
Denial; to humble and afflict our ſelves tor our 
Sins by frequent Faſt-ngs ; and to punſth o: r too 
often Abuſcs of God's Creatures, by Abſtinence, 
and by forbearing the lawful Enjoyment of 
them: To form and ſettle firm Purpoſe ot oly 
Obedience: To pray frequentiy to God both 
in publick and private, for Pardon, and his Ho- 
ly Spirit. ON. 

Q. Of what Autiquity is this Faſt ? 

A. As ancient as the Reſurrection. 
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Q. Why does the Paſt of Forty Days, called Lent, 
begin on Aſ:-wedneſCay ? 

A. Becauſe the four Days of this Week com- 
pleat the Forty Days; it being never the Cuſtom 
of the Church to faſt on Sundays; whereon we 
commemorate ſo great a Blefling as our Saviour's 
Reſurrect:on. The fix Sundays in Lent being de- 
ducted, and theſe four Days being added, make 
the Number entire. 

Q. Why is the firſt Day of Lent called Aſh- 
wedneſday ? 

A. From the Cuſtom that prevailed in the 
ancient Church, for Penitents at this Time to 
expteſs their Humiliation, by lying in Sackcloth 
and Aſtes: By the Coarſeneſs of Sackcloth they 
ranked themſelves, as it were, among the mea- 
neſt and loweſt Condition of Men: By Aſhes, 
and ſometimes Earth, caſt upon their Heads, 
they made themſelves lower than the loweſt of 
the Creatures of God, and put themſelves in 
mind of their Mortality, which would reduce 
'em to Daſt and Aſhes, 

Q. But is not the ſaying Amen to theſe Sentences 
of Gol Law, uſed uon this Day, a Curſing of our 
ſelves; and is it not a wicked as well as a foolij 
Tins 7 | 

A. This pious Office has indeed been ſo tra- 
duced: But I believe it has not been conſidered, 
that God himſelf commanded this manncr ot 
Anſwering: And though ſome Circumſtances in 
receiving theſe Curſes, among the Fews might be 
c.remonial; yet the main of the Duty, and tie 
End tor which it was preſcribed, was truly mo- 
ral, cending to the Honour of God and his Laws, 
and tae promoting of true Piety. And the ſay- 
ing Amen docs rot here ſignify wiſhing, but at- 
tirmiag aud declaring the Truth of what 2 
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has revealed: And thus Amen is often in the 
Goſpel tranſlated Ferih, and Jeſus, who is the 
Truch, is called Amen: So that Amer is no more 
than a Declaration, That he whom God bieſ- 
ſeth, is bleiled; and he whom God curſeth, is 
curſed: And theſe Curſes are like our Saviour's 
Woes in the Goſpel, not Procurers of Evil, but 
compaſſionate Predictions of it, in Order to pre- 
vent it. 


G 2 CHAP. 


CHAP. X. 


ROGATION DAYS. 


Q W HAT Faſt does the Church obſerve at this 
Seaſon ? 


A. The Faſt of the Rogation Days; which are 
the Monday, Tueſday, and Wedneſday before Holy 
* or the Aſcenſion of our Lord. 

Q. Why are they called Rogation Days? 

A. From the extraordinary Prayers —＋ Suppli- 
cations which, with Faſting, were at this Time 
offered to God by devour Chriſtians, The La- 
tins called them Rogativns, and the Greeks Litanies, 
In theſe Faſts, the Church had not only a Regard 
to prepare our Minds to celebrate our Saviour's 
Aſcenſion after a devout manner; but by fervent 
Prayers and Humiliation, to appeaſe God's 
Wrath, and devrecic his Diſpleaſure; ſo that 
he might avere thoie Juda ments which the Sins 
of a N. tion deigrycd; that he might be pleaſed 
to bieſs the Fruits with which the Earth is at this 
Time covc..d, and nor Hur upon them thoſe 
Scourges ot his Wrath, Peſtilerce and War, 
which ordinarily begin on this Scaſon. 


Q. Hen 
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Q. When were theſe Rogation Days eſtabliſhed in 


the Church ? 

A. This Seaſon before our Lord's Aſcenſion, 
for Litanies and Rogations were fixed by Mamertzg, 
Biſhop of Menne, about the Middle of the fifth 
Century, upon the Proſpe& of ſome particular 
Calamit ies that threatened his Dioceſe. 
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Is LS. 


Q W HAT do you mean by Vigils ? 

A. Thoſe Faſts which the Church 
has thought fit to eſtabliſh before certain Feſti- 
vals, in Order to prepare our Minds for a due 
Obſervation of the enſuing Solemnity ; that ſo 
our Joy may not degenerate into Senſuality, nor 
be expreſt by Intemperance, nor evaporate into 
Lightneſs and Vanity; but that we may uſe 
God's good Creatures with Moderation and 
Thankfulneſs, with Bowels of Mercy to thoſe 
that are in Want, and raiie our Souls to ſuch a 
Reliſh of ſpiritual Enjoyments, that it may be 


our Meat and Drink to do the Will of our Hea- 
venly Father. 


Q are theſe Faſts called Vigils? 


A. From the Latin Word Vigilia, ſignifying. 
Watchings: It being the Cuſtom in the Primitive 
Times to paſs great part of the Night that pre- 


ceeded certain Holy-days in Devotion and rc!i- 
gious Exerciſes; and this even in thoſe Places 
which they ſet apart for the publick Worſhip . 

25 God- 
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God. But when theſe Night-Meetings came to 
be ſo far abuſed, that no Care could prevent ſeve- 
ral Diſorders and Irregularitics, the Church 
thought fit to aboliſh them, and theſe Night- 
Watches were converted into Faſts, flill keeping 
the former Name of V/ig:/s. 

Q. Before what Feſtivals has the Church appointed 
theſe Faſts that are called Vigils ? | 

A. Before the Nativity of our Lord, the Pu- 
rification and Annunciation of the bleſſed Virgin 
Mary, Eaſter-day, Aſcenſion- day, Pentecoſt, St. Mit- 
thias, St. John Baptii?, St. Peter, St. James, St. 
Bartholomew, St, Matthew, St. Simon and St. Jude, 
St. Thomas, St. Andrew, All-Saints, And it any 
of theſe Faſts fall upoa a Monday, then the Vigils 
or Faſt-day ſhall be kept upon the Saturday, and 
no: upon the Sunday next before it. 

Q. Why have not the reſt of the Feſtivals V/ gils 
annex d to em? 

A. Becauſe they chiefly fall between Chriſtmas 
and Epiphany, or between Eafter and Whitſunday, 
which were always eſteemed ſuch Seaſons for re- 
joycing, that the Church did not think fit bur 
very rarely, to intermingle with them any Days 
of Faſting and Humiliation. 


CHAP. XII. 


All Fridays in the Naar, except 
_CHKISTMASDAY. © 


HAT Weekly Faſts is enjoyued in the 
2 W Church of <A; 3 1 

A. Every Friday throughout the whole Year, 
except Chriſtmas-day happen to fall upon it, and 
then the Faſt gives way to the Feſtival, and it is 
ceiebrared as a Day of Rejoycing. 

QU was Friday pitched upon for theſe Weekly 
Faſt ? | 

4 In Compliance with the Cuſtom of the 
Primit:ve Church, which always obſerved this 
Day as a Faſt, in Commemoration of our Sa- 
viour's Sutferings, who was crucified on this Day 
of the Weck. 

Q. How ought we to objerve theſe Days ? 

A. Not only to abridge our ſelves as to the 
Pleaſures of Eating and Drinking, but to re- 
tire as much as we can conveniently from our 
worldly Affairs, in Order to humble our ſelvcs 
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in the Sight of God, to reſort to Church at 
the accuſtomed Hour of Prayer ; and particu- 
larly to employ ſome part of the Day in the 
Examination of our ſelves, and in the ſerious Re- 
view of our own Lives. The frequent Per- 
formance of which, is one of the beſt Means 


to improve our ſelves in all Manner of Vir- 
tue. 
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CHAP. XIII. 


Of the FESTIVALS. 


VW 47 do you mean by Feſtivals ? 
V A. Days ſet apart , the Church, 
either for the Remembrance of ſome ſpecial 
Mercies of God, ſuch as the Birth and Reſur- 
rection of Chriſt, the Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt, 
Gc. Or in Memory of the Great Heroes of the 
Chriſtian Religion, the blefſed Apoſtles, and o- 
ther Saints, who were the happy Inſtruments of 
conveying to us the Knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus, 
by Preaching his Goſpel through the World, and 
_ them atteſting the Truth of it with their 
lood. 
Q. Of what Authority is the Obſervation of theſe 
F ſtivals? | 
A. They are of Eccleſiaſtical Inſtitution, agree- 
able to Scripture in the general Deſign of them, 
for the promoting of Piety ; Conſonant to the 
Practice of the Primitive Church, as appears by | 
the joynt Conſent of Antiquity. 
Q. Were theſe annual Solemnities early practiſed in 
the Church? | 


A. That 
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A. That ſeveral Holy-days were obſerved in 
the Church from the very Beginning of Chriſtia- 
nity, or at leaſt in the very firit Ages, is a Mat- 
ter beyond Diſpute; as particularly the Feaſts 
of the Nativity, Reſurrection, Pentecoſt, & c. which, 
as they are mentioned by the moſt early Writers 
in the Church, ſo as they hare bcen eſteemed b 
att Antiquity to have been of Apoſtolical Obſer- 
vation. After theſe came into Uſe the Obſerva- 
tion of the Days whercon Martyrs ſuffered ? A 
Practice doubtleſs very ancient, and probably 
founded upon St. Paul's Exhortation to the He- 
brews ; who, to encourage them to Conſtancy in 
the Faith, adviſes them to remember thoſe who 
had the Rule over them, and who had ſpoken 
unto them the Word of God, and had ſealed it 
with their Blood, Heb. 13.7. In which Place St. 
Paul is thought chiefly to hint at the Martyrdom 
of St. James, the firſt Biſhop of Jeruſalem, who, 
not long before, had laid down his Life for the 
Teſtimony of Jeſus. And we find that thoſe who 
were Eye-Witneſlcs of the Sufferings of St. na- 
tius, publiſhed the Day of his Marryrdom, That 
the Church of Anticch might meet together at 
that Time, to celebrate the Memory of ſuch a 
valiant Combatant and Martyr of Chriſt. After 
this, we read of the Church of Smyrua's giving an 
Account of St. Polycarp's Martyrdom, (which was 
A. D.168,) and of ihe Place where they had en- 
tombed his Bones, and withal profeſſing that they 
would aſſemble in that Place, and celcbrate his 
Martyrdom with Joy and Gladneſs. Tertullian, 
who is very careful in recounting the Practice of 
the Primitive Church, affirms, That ( hriſtians 
were wont to celebrate yearly the Day of the 
Martyrs Birth, that is, their Sufferings, as a Cu- 
ſtom received from the Tradition of their 1 

| | ceſtors. 
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ceſtors. In Conſtantines Time, theſe Days were 
commanded to be obſerved with great Care and 
Strictneſs, and it was thought a piece of Pro- 
phaneneſs to be abſent from the Meetings of 
Chriſtians at ſuch Times. And St. Anguſtine 
makes it a Character of a Son of the Church to 
obſerve the Feſtivals of the Church. 

Q. Is it not ſuperſtitious and diſagreeable to Scrip- 
ture to obſerve Holy-days ſet apart only by human Au- 
thority 2 

A. We deſire our Diſſenters to conſider, that 
in all Ages of the Church, as well Jewiſ as Chri- 
ſtian, Perſons of the moſt eminent Sanctity, who 
have been at the Helm of Eccleſiaſtical Affairs, 
have inſtituted Holy-days by their own Authori- 
57 and never been blamed for ſo doing. In the 

eigns of Jehoſbaphat and Jofiah, publick Faſts 
were appointed by the Royal Authority. Exra 
did the ſame during his Adminiſtration. Three 
Days Abſtinence was obſerved by the Jews, at 
the Direction of Queen Eſther : The Feaſt of Pu- 
rim was ſoon after eſtabliſhed for a perpetual An- 
niverſary of Thankſgiving to God, for delivering 
the Jews from the bloody Maſſacre which Haman 
had projected againſt them. The Feaſt of Dedi- 
cation, begun by Judas Maccabees, was religioully 
obſerved for many Ages, and honoured with our 
Lord's own Preſence; whereby we may be ſure 
that he allowed and commended the Inſtitution 
of Religious Feſtivals in the Church. It would 
be tedious to mention all the Feſtivals which the 
Primitive Chriſtians ſet apart in Honour of Chriſt, 
his Apoſtles, and Martyrs. Now it we are Par- 
takers of the ſame Bleſſings with them, why are 
we nor as much obliged to publick and ſolemn 
Thankſgiving 2 Will any Man ſay, that we have 
not as much Power to ſet apart Times and Pla- 
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ces for Religious Uſes? If it be ſuperſtitious, and 
unbecoming the Simplicity of the Goſpel, to de- 
dicate certain Days to Divine Worſhip, why do 
our Ad verſaries make no Scruple of ſeparating 
Perſons and Places from common Uſcs, to the 
Service of God? What Scripture have they to 
juſtify them in the Conſecration of Perſons and 
Things, but not of Days? But they don't prac- 
tice according to their own Principles ; for they 
appointed publick Faſts, and that fo commonly 


in the great Rebellion, that they equal'd the 


Number of our Saints Days. Let them give a 
Reaſon, if they can, why Faſting - Days are lau- 
dable, and Thankſgivings ſuperſtitious: Unleſs 
we muſt think it pious to ask Favours of God, 
but Antichriſtian and Idolatrous to make our 
Acknowledgment for them when received. 

Q. Is not the Church of England's Symbolizing 
with the Church of Rome in Hallowing of Days, ait 
Ol jection againſt the Obſervation of them? 

A. I apprehend it is not ; becauſe Conformity 
to any Church in ſuch Inſtitutions as tend to pro- 
mote Piety, and are agreeable to Scripture and 
Primitive Antiquity, no way deſerves Cenſure: 
Neither is the Church of Rome blameable for hal- 
lowing of Days, but for grafting upon them ſuch 
erroneous and ſuperſtitious Practices, as are un- 
known to Scripture, and to the pureſt Ages of the 
Church: For which Reaſons, and many more ve- 
ry ſubſtantial, we were forced to ſeparate from 
her Communion. 

Q. Do not the keeping of ſuch a Number of Lays 
aeduce poor People to Begoary ? 

A. As to the Numbcr of our Feſtivals, which 
our Adverſaries make ſuch ado about, as it by 
this Means working People were Rarved, if they 
be reckoned up, they will not be found more 

than 
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than Twenty eight. And they are fo divided 
among the ſeveral Months, that they come no 
ottnet than what may well conſiſt with the Buſi- 
neſs of labouring Men, even tho' they ſhould 
ſtrictly obſerve them. Ten of them fall upon 
the great Solemnities of Chriſtmas, Easter, and 
FWhitſuntide, at which Times no body would 
work, though they were not bound to any Re- 
ligious Obſerrance of thoſe Seaſons. Some of 
the reſt fall upon Sundays, on which our Adver- 
faries don't hold it lawtul for any Man to work : 
And for the Remainder, they come ſo ſeldom, 
that there is ſcarce ever above one in a Month. 
Now if there was no Buſineſs of Religion on theſe 
Days, if they had no Relation ro the Honour 
of God, yet ſuch ſhort Ceſſations from Toi! and 
Cares would be neceſſary to Men, and make them 
return to their Employments with the greater 
Alacrity. 
Q. Are our Feſtivals dedicated to the Honour of 
Chris, and the Memory of his A, oe 
A. The Feſtivals which our Church appoints 
to be obſerved, are grounded on the beſt Reaſon 
and Authority ; and are dedicated cither to the 
Honour of Chriſt, or the Memory of his Apo- 
files, or others famous in the Goſpel. The Feaſt 
of the Annunciation, Nativity, Circumciſion, Pu- 
rification, Reſurrection, Aſcenſion, are all to the 
Honour of our Saiour The >.aſt of Penteceft is 
in Memory of the Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt, 
and the Divine Grace conferred upon Men. Be- 
cauſe the Apoſtles were conſtant Attendants on 
our Lord, and advanced by him to that high Or- 
der, every one ot them hath his Day aſſigned 
him, to the End we may mcditate on his holy 
Example, and endeavour to follow the ſame Steps 
of Piety and Virtue. Johu the Baptiſt, and St. 
Stephen, 
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Stephen, have the Tame Honour done them, one 
becauſe he was Chriſt's Forerunner, the other his 
firſt Martyr. St. Paul is commemorated on Ac- 
count of his extraordinary Call to the Apoſtle- 
| ſhip. St. Mark, and St. Luke, for the Service 
did Chriſtianity, by Writing their Goſpcls. The 
Holy Innocents, becauſe they ſuffered in the In- 
fancy of the Church, and likewiſe for the greater 
Solemnity of Chriima. The Memory of all 
other pious Perſons are cclebrated together upon 
the Feſtival of Al Saints, And that the People 
may know what Benefit Chriſtians receive by the 
Miniſtry of Angels, the Feaſt of St. Michael and 
All Angels is ſolemnly obſerved in the Church. 
Now in all theſe Caſes, there is no little Reaſon 
for finding Fault, that rather the ſingular Pru- 
dence and Piety of the Church is much to be 
commended for thus ordering a!l Things to the 
Benefit and Salvation of Chriſtian Souls. 

Q. How ought we to obſerve the Feſtivals of the 
Church ? | TIED 

A. In ſuch a Manner as may anſwer the End 
for which they were appointed; that God may 
be glorified by an humble and grateful Acknow- 
ledgment of his Mercies, and that the Salvation 
of our Souls may be advanced by firmly belie- 
ving the Myſterics of our Redemption, and by 
imitating the Examples of thoſe Primitive Pat- 
terns of Piety that are ſet before us. 

Q. What manner of keeping theſe Days anſwers 
theſe Ends ? 

A. We ſhould conſtantly attend the publick 
Worſhip, and partake of the blefled Sacrament, 
if it be adminiſter d. In private, we ſhould en- 
large our Devotions, and ſuffer the Affairs of the 
World to interrupt us as little as may be. We 
ſnould particularly expreſs our Rejoycing by Love 

an 
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and Charity to our poor Neighbours. If we com- 
memorate any Myſtery of our Redemption, or 
Articles of our Faith, we ought to confirm our 
belief of it, by conſidering all thoſe Reaſons upon 
which it is buitt, that we may be able to give a 
good account of the Hope that is in us. We 
ſhould from our Hearts offer to God the Sacrifice 
of Thankſgiving, and reſolve to perform all thoſe 
Duties which reſult from the Belief of ſuch an 
Article. If we commemorate any Saint, we 
ſhould conſider the Virtues for which he was moſt 
eminent, and by what Steps he arrived at ſo great 
Perfection; and then examine ourſelves how far 
we are defective in our Duty, and earneſtly beg 
God's Pardon for our paſt Failings, and his Grace 
to enable us to conform our Lives for the time to 
come to thoſe admirable Examples that are ſer be- 
fore us. 

Q. What Care has the Church of England taken 
that theſe Feſtivals may be Religiouſi) 8 ? 

A. Our Holy Church, in one of her Rubricks 
in the Communion: Service, orders the Curate, to 
declare unto the People on the Sunday before, 
what Holy-Days or Faſting-Days are in the Weck 
following to be obſerved ; and it he ſhall witt ing- 
ly offend, being once admoniſhed thereof by his 

dinary, he is to be cenſured according to Law, 
until he ſubmit himſelf to the due performance of 
it, Canon 64. And the Preface to the Act of Uni- 
formity, intimates it to be Schiſmatical to refuſe 
ro come to Church on thoſc Days. And by the 
firſt of Elixaleth, which is declared by the Uni- 
formity Act to be in tall Force, all Perſons, ha- 
ving no lawf.il or reaſonable excuſe to be abſent, 
are obliged to reſort to their Pariſh-Church on 
Holy-Days as well as on Sundays, and there to 
abide ordcrly and ſoberly during the time of Di- 
| vine 
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vine Service, upon Pain of Puniſhment by the 
Cenſures of the Church, and alſo upon pain 
of Twelve-pence for every Offence to be levi- 
ed by Diſtreſs. 

Our Church alſo in her Thirteenth Ca- 
non, enjoyns all manner of Perſons within 
her Communion, to celebrate and keep Holy 
the Lord's-Day, and other Holy-Days ; that 
is, in Hearing the Word of God read and 
taught; in Publick and Private Prayers; in 
acknowledging their Offences to God, and 
Amendment of the ſame ; in reconciling them- 
ſelves charitably to their Neighbours where 
Diſpleaſure hath been; in oftentimes Recei- 
ving the Communion of the Body and Blood 
of Chriſt ; in Viſiting of the Poor and Sick, 
uſing all godly and ſober Converſation. 

Q. What are the Advantages of a ſerious Obſer- 
vation of Feſtivals ? 

A. It teſtifies our great Regard to the In- 
ſtiturion of the Church, and our Obedience to 
our ſpiritual Superiours, to whom we ought to 
ſubmit, as to thoſe that watch for our Souls : 
It fixes in our Thoughts the great Myſteries 
of our Redemption: Ir fills our Hearts with a 
thankful Senſe of God's great Goodneſs : Ir 
raiſes our Minds above the World, and inures 
us to a ſober Frame and Temper of Soul: It 
kindles a prudent Zeal and Fervour in per- 
forming the Offices of Religion ; and is very apt 
to produce a Readineſs to do or ſuifer any 
Thing for the Name of Jxsvs. | 


H CHAP. 


CHAP. XIV. 


Of the Ordination of Prieſts and Dea- 
cons, performed in the Church of 
England at the four Seaſons of the 
Year, being the Sundays immediately 
following th? Ember Days. 


Q. W HAT are Ember-Days? 

A. Certain Days ſet apart for Con- 
ſecrating to God the four Seaſons ot the Lear; 
and for the Imploring of his Bleſſing by Fa- 
ſting and Prayer, upon the Ordinations per- 
formed in the Church at ſuch Times. And this 

in Conformity to the Practice of 
44. 19. 3. the Apoſtles, who when they ſe pa- 

rated Perſons for the Work of the 
Miniſtry, prayed and faſted before they laid on 
their Hands. 


Q. When are theſe Ember-Days obſerved in the 
Church? 


A. At 


f 
k 
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| 
| 


(109) 

A. At the four Scaſons of the Year, being the 
Medneſday, Friday, and Saturday, after the firſt 
Sunday in Lent ; after Whitſunday ; after the four- 
reenth of September, and after the thirteenth of 
December : It being enjoyned by a Canon of the 
Church, That Deacons and Miniſters be ordai- 
ned, or made but only upon the Suadays imme- 
diately following theſe Ember Faſts. 

Q. Why are theſe Faſts called Ember-Days? 

A. Some think they are fo called from a Ger- 
man Word that imports Abſtinence ; others that 
they are derived from Ember, which fignifies 
Ajhes, and therctore are ſtyled Ember-Days, be- 
cauſe it was cuſtomary among the Ancients to 
accompany their Faſtings with ſuch Humilia- 
tions, as were expreſt by ſprinkling Aſhes upon 
their Heads, or ſitting in them; and when they 
broke their Faſts upon ſuch Days, to eat only 
Cakes baked upon Embers, which was therefore 
called Ember- Bread, 

Q. What are the Reaſons the Church of England 

affix the Ordination of Miniſters at theſe ſet Times of 
Faſting? 
A. Firſt, That as all Men's Souls are concer- 
ned in the Ordaining a fit Clergy, all may joyn 
in Faſting and Prayer for a Bleſſing on it. Se- 
condly, That both Biſhop and Candidates, know- 
ing the Time, may prepare themſelves for this 
great Work. Thirdly, That no Vacancy may 
remain long unſupplied. Laſtly, Thar the People 
knowing the Time, may, it they pleaſe, be pre- 
ſent, either to approve the choice made by 
Biſhops, or to object againſt any whom they 
know to be unworthy ; which Primitive Privi- 
lege is ſtill reſerved to the People in this well 
conſtituted Church. 
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Q. What Officers are eſtabliſhed in the Chriſtian 
hurch ? 

A. The Church being a regular Society foun- 
ded by Chriſt, diſtin& from, and independent of 
al! worldly Societies, muſt naturally make us 
ſuppoſe that he inſtituted ſome Officers for the 
Government of it. And it is evident to all Men, 
diligently reading Holy Scripture and Ancient 
Authors, that from the Apoſtles Time there 
hath been of theſe Orders of Miniſters in Chriſt's 
Church, Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons, which 
Offices were ever more had in ſuch reverent Eſti- 
mation, that no Man by his own private Au- 
thority might preſume to execute any of them, 
except he were firſt called, tried and examined, 
and known to have ſuch Qualities, as were re- 
quiſite for the ſame, and alſo by publick Prayers 
with Impoſition of Hands, approved and admit- 
ted thereunto. Theſe Orders have all ſome 
ſpiritual Powers annexed to their Office, though 
me in a greater Degree, and others in a leſs. 

Q. hat may we leara from the Inſtitztion of thefe 
Orders in Chriſt s Church ? 

A. To be thankful to God for his great 
Goodneſs in eſtabliſhing ſuch Orders of Men, on 
purpoſe to tranſact with us, in his Name, the 
momentous Affair of our eternal Salvation. To 
continue ſtedfaſt in the Communion of a Church, 
which is ſo conformable to the ancient Model 
for Diſcipline as well as Doctrine; to obey thoſe 
that have the Rule over us, as thoſe that watch 
for our Souls; to obſerve thoſe pious Regulati- 
ons which our ſpiritual Governours ſhall from 
Time to Time enjoyn for the building us up in 
our holy Faith ; to ſpend theſe Faſting Days in 
Devotion and Retirement, with particular Inter- 
 ccilions for all Orders of the Clergy ; that the 


Biſhops 
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Biſhops may lay Hands ſuddenly on no Man, and 
may be eminent for their Piety and Charity ; 
that they may govern with Juſtice and Equity ; 
and ſhew great Gentleneſs and Moderation in 
their Behaviour towards all Men; that all they 
who engage in any holy Function, may have 2 
due Regard to the great Ends for which it was 
inſtituted, and that they may be furniſhed with 
all thoſe Abilitics which are neceſſary for the 
Diſcharge of their Miniſtry, 

Q. How do the Miniſters of the Chriſtiun Church 
derige their Commiſſion? : ; 

A. From our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, the great 
Shepherd and Biſhop of our Souls, 
who glorified not himſelf to be an He. 5. 5. 
High-Prieſt; but had his Commiſ- 
ſion from God the Father, and after 7% 20. 21, 
his Reſurrection, inveſted his Apo- 88 
ſtles with the ſame Commiſſion his Father had 
given him: As my Father hath ſent me, ſo ſeud I 
you; and he breathed on them, and ſaid unto 
them, Receive ye the Holy Ghoſt, &c. Which Com- 
miſſion evidently contains an Authority of Or- 
daining Others, and a Power of transferring that 
Commiſſion upon others, and thoſe upon others, 
to the End of the World. And that this did not 
merely belong to the Perſons of the Apoſtles, ap- 

from the Nature of that Promiſe made to 


be with them always, even to the End of the 


World; that is, I, by my holy Spirit which I have 
breathed into you, am now with you, and ſo I am 


always with you, and your Succeſſors to the End of the 


World, Mat. 28. 20. And in Purſuance of this 
Commiſſion, the Apoſtles ordain Biſhops in all 
Churches, particularly St. James at Jeruſalem, 
Epapbroditus at Philippa; as St. Paul did Titus at 
Crete. And certainly there neither is, nor ever 
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was any Provincial or National Church upon 
Earth, wherein the Inſtitution of Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles in this particular, hath been more punc- 
tually obſerved, than it is in ours. For the 
Biſhops and Paſtors of our Church have, by a 
ſucceſſive Impoſition of Hands, continued all a- 
long from the Apoſtles, received the ſame Spirit 
which Chriſt breathed into them for the effectual 
Adminiſtration of the Word and Sacraments. 
And therefore they certainly hazard their Salva- 
tion at a ſtrange Rate, who ſeparate from our 
Church upon Account of Epiſcopacy, whevein 


the Apoſtolical Succeſſion, the Root ot all Chri- 


ſtian Communion, hath been ſo entirely preſer- 
ved, and the Word and Sacraments are ſo ef- 
fectually adminiſter' d; and all to go into ſuch 
Aſſemblies and Meetings as can have no Pretence 
to this Promiſe. For it is manifeſt, that this 
Promiſe was made only to the Apoſtles and their 
Succeſſors to the End of the World. Whereas in 
the private Meetings, where their Teachers have 
no Apoſtolical or Epiſcopal Impoſition of Hands, 
they have no ground to pretend to ſucceed the 
Apoſtles, nor by Conſequence any Right to the 
Spirit which our Lord here promiſeth ; without 
which, altho' they preach and adminiſter the other 
Offices of Religion, they can't reaſonably expect 
any tpiritual Advantage can accrue to their Hea- 
r rs by it: becauſe not performed in that Way 
ana Manner which our Saviour has inſtituted in 
his Charch. Neithcr can they producc one Text 
of Scripture (as has been ſaid) where our Saviour 
has promiſed his Bleſſing upon any publick Aſ- 
ſemblies met together for the publick Worſhip of 
God, in which the Perſon miniſtring is not law- 
filly authorized or ordained into the Miniſtry, 
according to Chriſt's Inſtitution, 

Q. Bie 
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. But may not God's Ordinances be performed 
by gifted Perſous, though they be wot laufully or- 
dained into the Miniſtry ? 

A. In all Civil Governments, Gifts make not 
any Man a Judge, or a Loru-Mayor, Sheriff, or 
Common-Council-Man, tho' he be never ſo richly 
qualified for thoſe Offices, unleſs he be lawfully 
appointed thereunto. So is it in Church-Afairs, 
it is not Gifts, but Calling that conſtitutes a 
Miniſter ; as appears from the 13th of the As, 
and the latter Part of the 2d Verſe, where the 
Holy Ghoſt ſaith, Separate me Barnabas and Saul, 
for the Work whereuato I bave called them. From 
whence, we may obſerve how neceſſary it is, that 
they who are admitted to the ſacred Miniſtry of 
the Goſpel, be externally as well as internally 
called, and publickly ordained to it by the 
Church. Sun! was called before by Chriſt him- 
ſelf, and both he and Barnabas were Prophets 
divinely inſpired, and yet for all that, they muſt 
be outwardly called, and ordained by the Church 
too, before they could be ſent out to preach the 
Goſpel. Let, the Holy Ghoſt, and ſo God himſelf 
commands it, who at the ſame time that he com- 
manded them to be ſeparated, or ordained by the 
Church, could, if he had pleaſed, have come up- 
on them without the Impoſition of Hands, or the 
Miniſtry of any Man. But howſoever, to keep 
up the Order which Chriſt hath eſtabliſhed in his 
Church, he only fignifies his Pleaſure, that he 
would have them ordained, and then thoſe Pro- 
phets and Teachers, Verſe 1. which arc ſuppoſed 
to have been ſome Biſhops or Paſtors in and about 
Antioch, muſt lay their Hands upon them, that ſo 
they might by that Means reccive the Holy Ghoſt, 


and Power to adminiſter the Word and Sacra- 
H 4 ments; 


(114) 
ments; which 1s a full and undeniable Argu- 
ment for the Neceſſity of Perſons being ſolemnly 
and publickly ordained by the Impoſitions of 
Hands, before they undertake to miniſter in the 
Church, whatſoever Gifts or Parts, or inward 
Calling they pretend to. For none certainly 
could ever pretend to any inward Call to the 
Miniſtry more than Paul and Barnabas might: 
And yet it ſeems that would not ſerve their 
Turn, but they muſt be outwardly called and 
ordained by the Church too, before they preſume 
to meddle with any Holy Function. And que- 
ſtionleſs, the great Reaſon why this is ſo punc- 
tually deſcribed and recorded by the Holy Ghoſt 
in Scripture, was, that all People might take No- 
rice of it, and not expect that the Holy Ghoſt 
ſhould ordain them himſelf, when he would not 
ordain thoſe eminent Saints Paul and Barnabas 
himſelf, but leaves them to the Church, and 
_—_ commands them to be ordained by 
er. 

Q What is the Judgment of the Primitive Fa- 
thers upon this Account? 

A. The Fathers do offer themſelves to be 
Witneſſes alſo in this Caſe. As for the Sacra- 
ments, St. Bazil ſaith, But they being far from us, 
and Laymen, have uo Power to baptize or ordain. 
For that, faith Athanaſius, is the Office only of thoſe 
that are over the Cathelick Church: For it belongs to 
you only, and to none elſe, to give to drink of the Blood 
F Chriſt. St. Chrzfoftom joyns both Sacraments 
together; But, ſays he, if none can enter into the 
Riugdom of Heaven, unleſs he be born again of Water 
and of the Spirit, and he that eateth not the Fleſh of 
the Lord, and driaketh his Blood, is caſt out of eternal 
Life ; and all theſe Things cannot be performed by any 
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one elſe, but only by thoſe Holy Hands, I mean the 
Prieſts; how can any one without them either ſhun the 
Fire of Hell, or be made Partaker of the Crowns that 
are ſet before us, So that it is the Prieſts or Mi- 
niſters only, and none elſe, that can adminiſter 
either of the Sacraments. And therefore A4tha- 


naſius pleads, It was no Sacramental Cup I1ſchynas 
conſecrated, he being not lawfully ordained. 
And Socrates, That this Iſchynas committed a 
Crime worthy of many Deaths, in preſuming to 
do the Work of any Miniſter, not being ordai- 
ned. And as for Preaching the Word, Cyril of 
Alexandria ſaith, God diſtributeth the Uje of the 
Trumpets in Preaching of the Word only to ſuch as are 
conſecrated. But to this, we have above two 
hundred Fathers meet together in the Trullian 
Council ſubſcribing ; for they there determined, 
That it is not lawful for a Layman to diſpute 
or to teach publickly, taking thereto himſelf the 
Power or Dignity of Teaching, bur to remain in 
the Order which the Lord hath ſet him in, and to 
ſuchas have received the Grace of Teaching, and 
to learn Divine Things from them. And hence 
it is, that the Fathers ſtill aſſerted, That the 
Church cannot ſubſiſt without Church-Officers, 
ſuch whoſe Duty it is thus to preach the Word, 
and adminiſter the Sacraments. Do you, ſaith 
Ignatius, reverence them as Chriſt Jeſus, whoſe 
Vicegerents they are, as the Biſhop is alſo the Type of 
the Father of all Things, and the Presbyters alſo are 
as the Aſſembly of God, and as the Company of the 
Apoſtles of Chrift joyned together: Mithout theſe, there 
is no Church choſe, no Aſſembly holy, no Congregation 
of Saints, And ſo St. Hierome, For it is 0 Church 
that hath not Prieſts. And what is the Reaſon 
that there can be no Church without Prieſts, bur 
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becauſe the Word cannot be rightly preached, 
nor the Sacraments rightly adminiſter'd without 
them? And ſeeing theſe Things cannot be 
done without them, there can be no Church 
without them : Many more of the like Teſtimo- 
nies from the Ancients might be produced, but 
theſe are enough from whence to conclude, 'That 
it is not lawful for any Man to take upon him 
the Office of the Miniſtry, unleſs he be lawfully 
called to it. 

Q. Nhat was the Practice in the Primitive Church, 
in reſpett to the Government of it ? | 
A. The Chriſtian Church in the Ages next ſuc- 
cecding the Apoſtles, gives full Teſtimony in Be- 
half of Epiſcopal Government. Some Writers 
that atteſt this, lived in the very Days of the 
Apoſtles, and were their immediate Diſciples ; 
and others there are that ſucceeded thoſe that 
were Diſciples of the Apoſtles; which makes 
them competent Witneſſes of the Matter of Fact 
that is in Queſtion. St. Clement, who converſed 
with the Apoſtles, mentions three Orders of 
Church-Officers in his Time ; and particularly 
diſtinguiſhes the Biſhops from the Presbyters. Sr. 
Iatius, who in the Life-time of ſome of the A- 
poſtles, was Biſhop of Antioch, is full and expreſs 
tor the Derivation of the ſuperiour Order trom 
the Apoſtles. And 'tis not to be imagin'd, that 
the Chriſtian Church would ever have admitted 
Biſhops ſo univerſally, as it is apparent they did 
in Ignatiuss Time, when ſome of the Apoſtles 
were living, had not ſome of them derived their 
Authority from the Apoſtles immediately: Of 
which we have Aſſurance from Eccleſiaſtical Hi- 
ſtory. The Writers of the next Age, Juſtia Mur- 
yr, Hegeſippus, Clemens Alexandrinus, and TIreaens, 
confirm the ſame Thing. All theſe ſupported by 

| the 
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the Teſtimonies of Tertullian, Origen, and St, Cy- 


prian, who flouriſhed in the Age following. And 
to ſtrengthen all this, we have convey'd to us by 
Euſebius the Succeſſion of Biſhops from the Apo- 
les in ſome Churches, ſuch as Fernſalem, Rome, 
Antioch, and Alexandria: And 'tis reaſonable to 
judge of the Government of thoſe Churches that 
were not known, om thoſe that were. No 
other Government was ever eſtabliſhed in the 
Chriſtian Church beſides Epiſcopacy, till the ſix- 
teenth Century; which is a full Proof of the 
Senſe of the Cathoiick Church concerning it. It 
ſeems therefore very ſtrange, that if Presb 
ever had the Power of Ordination, they ſhould 
ſo tamely give up their Right, without any Com- 
llaint, or ſo much as leaving any Thing upon 
— „to witneſs their Original Authority to 
After-Ages. 

Q. How was the Prieſthood eſteemed among the 
Primitive Chriſtians? | 
A. The Primitive Chriſtians always expreſs'd 
a mighty Value and Eſteem for their Clergy ; 
becauſe they were ſenſible there could be no 
Church without Prieſts, and that it was by their 
Means that God convey 'd to them all thoſe migh- 
ty Bleſſings that were purchaſed by Chriſt's Death. 
Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory is full of Inſtances of the 
Reſpe& they then paid to their Biſhops and Preſ- 
byters, by kiſſing their Hands, bowing to beg 
their Bleſſing, and all this even in the Times of 
Perſecution. They gave all imaginable Proof of 
a ſincere and hearty Love to their Perſons, by 
maintaining them liberally out of their ſhip- 
wreck d Fortunes, and chearfuliy ſubmitting to 
the ſevere Diſcipline enjoyned by them ; and all 
this from a Senſe of the Authority they had 2 
| | ccive 
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| ccived from Chriſt the great Bi 

oy > = of Souls ; and in Purſuance of thoſe 

7M Precepts, our Saviour and St. Paul 
hath lefr us in this Matter. When Chriſtianity 
became the Religion of the Government, great 
Honours and 8 Ay + . _ the 
Clergy, not only t of Religion, 
bar as a Reward for thoſe 8 2 they 
had undergone in Defence of the Truth: All 
Laws that were any ways prejudicia! to them 
were revoked, and new ones made to ſecure them 
Reſpe& and Maintenance; which Advantages, in 
Progreſs of Time, were increaſed by the Favour 
of pious Princes, not only in the Roman Empire, 
but in all other Nations where Chriſtianity pre- 
vailed. The Piety of that devout and excellent 
Prince Conſtantine the Great, thought nothing too 
good for thoſe who were the Meſſengers of God, 


and Miniſters of holy Things; and ſo infinitely | 


tender was he of their Honour, that to profeſs, 
that if at any Time he ſhould ſpy a Biſhop over- 
taken in any immodeſt and uncomely Action, he 
would cover him with his own Imperial Robe, 


rather than others ſhould take notice of it to the 


Scandal of his Place and Perſon. 

Q. What is that Reſpect and Keverence we ought 
to e towards our ſpiritual Government? 

A. The expreſſing by our Words and Actions, 
all that Honour and Eſteem we have for their 
Characters in our Minds; which will oblige us 
to treat their Perſons with great Civility in Con- 
verſation, to ſpeak all the good we can of them in 
their Abſence, and to throw a Veil over their 
real Infirmities, never to make em the Objects of 
our light Mirth, nor to proclaim their Failings 
in Order to reproach their Perſons, becauſe it 

may 
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may tend to diſparage and debaſe their Office; 
not to uſe any ſcurrilous Words, or contemptu- 
ous Behaviour towards them, becauſe the Diſ- 
reſpe& caſt upon them, is an Affront to their Ma- 
ſter, whoſe Perſon they repreſent; for tho they 
may be inferior to others in ſome humane Ac- 
compliſhments, God has promiſed particularly to 
aſſiſt them in the faithful Diſcharge of their holy 
Calling. 

Q. What are the Benefits of the Prieſthood ? 

A. Tis by the Execution of the Prieſt's Of- 
fice, that Men are made Members of Chriſt by 
Baptiſm; and without being born of Water and of 
the Spirit, we cannot enter into the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven; John 3. 5. That our ſpiritual Life is main- 
tained by the holy Euchariſt, for 'tis the Cup of 
Bleſſing which they bleſs, that is, 
the Communion of the Blood of 1 Cor. 10. 16. 
Chriſt ; it is the Bread which they 
break, that is, the Communion of the Body of 
Chriſt. That the Pardon of our Sins is ſigned 
and ſealed to us by the Adminiſtration of the 
Sacraments, are the Benefits of Chriſt's Sacrifice 
really convey'd to all worthy Receivers. And 
that our Minds and Conſciences are quieted by 
the Comfort and Benefit of Abſolution. It is 
moreover by the faithful Diſcharge of this high 
Office, Men are turned from Darkneſs to Light, 
convinced of the Folly of their Sins, and of the 
Neceſſity of being holy, if ever they will be hap- 
py. Beſides, that the Good of the State is here- 
by more ſecured, in thoſe Inſtructions Men re- 
ceive from the Miniſters of God, in the neceſ- 


ſary Duties of Obedience, Juſtice, and Fidelity. 


Q. Wherein 
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Q. Iherein conſiſts the Dignity of the Prieſt- 
hood? 

A. In the peculiar Relation it has to God, 
whether we conſider him as the Author of it, 
from whom it received its Inſtitution, or the 
Nature of thoſe Affairs it treats about, it being 
ordained for Men in Things pertaining anto 
God; Heb. 5. 1. An Employment, as in its own 
Nature the moſt honourablc and the moſt happy, 
ſo in its Effects the moſt beneficial to Mankind. 
Q. How does it appear to be the moſt honourable 
Employment ? 

A. Becauſe no Man can be employed in any 
Work more honourable, than what immediately 
relates to the King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, 
and to the Ks. Jos of Souls immortal in their 
Nature, and redeemed by the Blood of Chriſt, 
The Powers committed to their Truſt cannot be 
exerciſed by the greateſt Princes as ſuch ; and 'tis 
the ſame Work in kind, and in the main End and 
Deſign of it, with that of the bleſſed Angels, who 
are miniſtring Spirits for thoſe who ſhall be Heirs of 
Salvation; Heb. 1. 14. Tis the ſame the Son of 
God diſcharged, when he condeſcended to dwell 
among Men. Tis the encreaſing and maintain- 
ing the Building, whereof he laid the Founda- 
tion when upon Earth. Tis the promoting his 
glorious Deſign and Undertaking for the Salva- 
tion of Souls. 

Q. Wherein 3 the ill Conſequence of deſpiſing 
the Perſons, and preſuming to —_ the Offices of ths 


Prieſthood, without being lawfully called to it ? 

A. It is an Argument of a very profane Tem- 
per, to contemn thoſe that are owned by God 
as. his Domeſticks, and immediate Attendants, as 
his Agents and Ambaſſadors, becauſe he that 

deſpiſerh 
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deſpiſeth them, deſpiſeth him that ſent them : 
And the Affront put upon them, will be interpre- 
ted as done to him from whom they derive their 
Commiſſion. That it is a Dicate of natural 
Reaſon to teſtify our Reverence to the Deity, and 
our Affection to Religion, by honouring thoſe who 
are the chief Miniſters of it. Thar it 1s the great- 
eſt piece of Preſumption imaginable, to pretend 
to ſign and ſeal Covenants in God's Name, with- 
out receiving any Power and Authority from him 
in order to that Purpoſe. The Apoſtles ſays of 
the Prieſts of the Law, which yet are inferior to 
thoſe of the Goſpel: That no Man taketh this Ho- 
nour to himſelf, but he that is called of God, Heb. 5. 
4. How ſhall then any Man dare to aſſume this 
greater Honour to himſelf that is not called to 
it? Neither will it ſuffice to ſay, they have the 
inward Call of the Spirit: For ſince God hath 
eſtabliſhed an Order in the Church, for the ad- 
mitting Men to this Office, they that ſhall take 
it upon them without that Authority, reſiſt that 
Ordinance, and are but of the number of thoſe, 
Thieves and Robbers, as our Saviour ſpeaks of, 
John 10. which came not in by the door. Beſides that, 
ſad Experience has ſhewn, that many, who pre- 
tended molt to this inward Call of the Spirit, 
were called by ſome other Spirit than that of God, 
the Doctrines they vented being uſually directly 
contrary to that Word of his, on which all true 
Doctrines muſt be founded. Such are to be look'd 
upon as thoſe Seducers, thoſe falſe Prophets, we 
are ſo warned of in the Epiſtles of the Apoſtles. 
And whoſoever countenances them, or follows 
them, are partakers with them in their Guilt. 
It is recorded of Jereloam, as a cry ing Sin, that 
he made of the mcancſt of the People, Prieſts, 
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that is, ſuch as had by God's Inſtitution no right 
to it: And whoſoever hearkens to theſe uncalled 
Preachers, runs into that very Sin ; for without 
the Encouragement of being followed, they would 
not long continue in the Courſe : And therefore, 
they that give them that Encouragement, have 
much to anſwer for; are certainly guilty of this 
Sin of deſpiſing their true Paſtors, when they 
ſhall rhus ſet up theſe falſe Apoſtles againſt them. 
This is a Guilt this Age is too much concerned 
in: God of his Mercy fo timely convince us of 
it, as may put a ſtop to that Confuſion and Im- 
piety, which breaks in ſo faſt upon us by it! 

Q. bat Penalty was inflicted in the Old Teſta- 
ment upon thoſe who invaded the Prieſts Office ? 

A. No leſs than Death was the Penalty of in- 
vading the Prieſt's Office under the Old Teſtament, 
Thus when Corah and his Company uſurp'd the 
Prieſts Office, God Almighty miraculouſly de- 
ſtroy d both them and their Aſſociates: And their 
Cenſers were order'd to be beaten into broad 
Plates, and fix'd on the Altar, to be everlaſting 
Monuments of their Sacrilege, and a Caution to 
all the Children of Iſrael, that none ſhould pre- 
ſume to offer Incenſe before the Lord, but the 
Seed of Aaron, who alone were commiſſion'd to 
this Office. So alſo Uzz4h was by the immediate 
Hand of God ſtruck dead on the (pot, for touch- 
ing the Ark, though he did it out of Zeal to 
hinder it from falling : To ſhew, that no pre- 
rence of doing God ſervice, can juſtify meddling 
in Holy Things. Saul, for offering Sacrifice, 
(though he thought himſelf under a Neccſſity of 
doing ſo) loſt his Kingdom: And King LXZTab, 
attempting to burn Incenſe before the Lord, was 
jadicially ſmitten with Leproſy, and fo excluded 
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for ever aftcr, not only from all Sacred, but even 
Civil Society. A plain Argument, that the Sacer- 
dotal is not included in the Regal Office, nor de- 
riv'd from thence, but is of a diſtin Nature and 
Inſtitution. Lev. 8. Numb. 3. 10. Numb. 3. 5. 
and Chap. 16. and Chap. 18. 7. 1 Sam. 13. 


2 Sam. 6. 6,7. 2 Chroa. 26. 16. 


And, as St. Jerom rightly obſerves, what Aaron 
and his Sons and the Levites were in the Temple, 
ſuch are the Biſhops, Presbyters, and Deacons in 
the Chriſtians Church. Theſe are appoirted by 
God, as thoſe were; and thereſore it can be no 
leſs Sacrilege to uſurp their Office : Nay, it muſt 
be far greater, becauſe the Honour of the Mini- 
{try riſes in proportion to the Dignity of their 
Miniſtrations. Now, though God be not ſo im- 
mediate in the ſevere puniſhing of ſuch Preſump- 
tion in our Days, yet theſe things are written 
for our Inſtruction, upon whom the Ends of the 
World are come, that we ſhould not be Pre- 
ſumptuous, as ſome of them were, leit we alſo pe- 
riſh as theſe did. 

Q. What Care has the Church of England taken, 
that uzfit Per ſons ſhould not be admitted to Holy Or- 
ders t 

A. Beſides the ſolemn Profeſſion of the Candi- 
dates in the Preſence of God, that they think 
themſelves truly called according to the Will of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Church rcquires that 
the Biſhops be well aſſured, either by their own 
Knowledge, or by the Teſtimonials of cred ible 
Pcrſons, that the Candidates be Men of good 
Lives, and free from all noted Crimes, as well as 

of ſufficient Learning for the diſcharge 

Canon 34. of their Office. To this End, tis 
' wiſely enjoined, that the Candidates 

ſhall 
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ſhall bring ſufficient Teſtimonials of thcir ſober 
Life, from ſuch as have known, and lived near 
them, Three Years before. Moreover, they are 
to undergo the Trial and Examination of the 
Arch-Deacon, who is to aflure the Biſhop he 
thinks them apt and meet, both for Learning and 
godly Converſation. And yet to prevent any 
ſcandalous Intrudcrs, the Biſhop, before he gives 
them their Commiſſion, makes a publick Appli- 
cation to the Congregation, to enquire whether 
they know any Impediment, Why the Perſon 
preſented ſhall not be Ordained : And if any Crime 
is objected againſt any one, the Biſhop is to de- 
lay giving him Orders, till he has cleared him- 
| ſelf. And as a further Security in this 
Cauen 35. Matter, if a Biſhop ſhall be convicted 
of any culpable Negle& in admitting 
Candidates, he ſhall be ſuſpended by the Arch- 
Bithop of the Province, from conferring Orders 
for Two Years. Tis to be heartily wiſh'd, that 
all Perſons concern'd, would be very Conſcicn- 
tious in ſigning Teſtimonials, that this admirable 
Method might not be render'd ineffectual, by an 
ill tim'd Complaiſance, for which they mult ſe- 
verely anſwer at the dreadful Tribunal of God; 
ſince eminent Hands may miſlead a Biſhop, the 

bu diſpos d to do his Office. 
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C HAP. XV. 


Of the SURPLICE. 


Q. O Diſſenters ſay, That ſome of 0:7 Dig- 

wiſy'd Clergy are diſtingui ved by Caps aud 
Heod, glittering many times with Purple aid Cd, 
That they put ou a white Surplice, wh:ch, they ſay, 
is not grave enough for a Miniſter of the Goſpel to 
ſtand in befor: the Congregation in the Work of the 
Miniſtry : And that it is a Rag of Rome, aud therefore 
Idolatrom and Superſtitions for our Clergy to uſe it 
in the Adminiſtration of Holy Thiags ; Anſwer this 
Impeachment ? 

A. The Surplice, which is enjoyn'd to be worn 
by Officiating Miniſtcrs, cannot juſtly be the 
ſubject of ſo much (.lamour and Contention : For 
would theſe quarrellous Men have Miniſters ap- 
pear at the Prayers and Sacraments, in the ſame 
Dreſs as they go about their common Affairs in? 
ls it not decent and fitting, that the Habit of 
Miniſters, in the time of their Miniſtration, 
ſhould be different from their ordinary Habit? 
Do not the Diſſenters themſelves allow of their 
Miniſters Cloaks, _— they wear only o__ 
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ſolemn Occaſions, and particularly in their Meet- 
ings? And is not our publick Miniſtration alſo a 
very ſolemn Thing? And may not the eſtabliſh'd 
Clergy add to their ordinary Habit, as weli 
as the Diſſenting Teachers, when they ap- 
pear in their Congregations? Beſides, Do not the 
generality of Civil Officers uſe different Habits, 
when they are publickly imploy'd in the Diſ- 
charge of their Offices? Have not the Judges, 
Mayors, Cc. their reſpective Robes when fitting 
upon the Bench, Cc. for the Adminiſtration of 
Juſtice? If there be a Decency in this, there is 
the very ſame Reaſon for a different Habit, when 
God's Ambaſſadors publickly Officiate. A dif- 
ferent - Habit therefore is hizhly reaſonable at 
different Times; and great Solemnities require 
a Diſtiuction of the Miniſterial Garb. This the 
Voice of Nature plainly teaches, and the Practice 
of all Nations and Ages confirms the Truth of 
It. 
The next Queſtion is, Whether this different 
Habit ſnould be white or black. Our Adverſa- 
ries are for black; as appears by their wearing 
black Cloaks. But why do they chuſe black ? 
We ſuppoſe, becauſe it is a very grave Colour. 
Black therefore is us'd by them as an Emblem or 
Sign of Gravity. But was black ever ſo us'd by 
the Clergy in the Primitive Times; particularly 
by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, or thoſe of the in- 
ſpir d Ages? We have ſufficient Proof, both from 
Scripture and Hiſtory, of the uſe of white Gar- 
ments; particularly God himſelf is repreſented 
as having Garments white as Snow, Dan. 7. 9. | 
And when our Saviour was transfigur'd, his Rai- 
ment was white as the Light, Marth. 17. 2. and 
the Angel that deſcended to our Saviour's ow” 
chre, 
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chre, had his Raiment white as Snow, Matt. 28. 
1. and the Angels that ſtood by the Diſciples ar 
our Saviour's Aſcenſion, had white Apparel, Acts 
x. 10. and white Robes were given to them that 
were ſlain for the Word of God, Rev. 6. 11. and 
thoſe Saints that ſtood before the Throne, were 
cloath'd with white Robes, Rev. 7. 9. and the 
Armies that follow'd the Lamb, were cloath'd 
in fine Linnen, white and clean, Rev. 19. 14, and 
white Habits were worn in very carly times, 
not only by the newly baptiz d Chriſtians, but 
alſo by the Clergy in their Miniſtrations: And 
this was done, in all probability, as an Embicm 
or Sign of the Purity of God, and his Angels, 
and the glorify'd Spirits, and which is alſo re- 
quird inthe Miniſters of the Goſpel. We may 
be ſure, that this very Interpretation was actually 
put upon that very Colour by very excellent and 
holy ancient Writers. And to this, St. John does 
plainly allude, when he ſays, Aud te ber (v:z. 
the Lamb's Wife) was granted, that ſoe ſhould be 
array d in fine Lianen, clean and white : For the fine 
Linnen i the Righteo:jacſ; of Saints, Rev. 19. 8. 
So that we have much better Precedents for wear- 
ing white Garments in token of the Purity, than 
either our Adverſaties or our ſelves can produce 
for wearing black Garments in toben of the Gra- 
vity, of the Miniſters ot the Goſpel. Why then 
will our Adverſaries quarrel with us for wearing 
white Garments in publick Miniſtrations, cipc- 
cially fince the moſt unſpotted Purity docs then 
become us ? 

And if any white Garments at all are fit to be 
us'd, certainly they qught to be Linnen ones: 
For white Woollen would be thought ridiculous; 
and white Silk would hardly be afforded 15s: 

13 White 
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White Linnen therefore is moſt ſuitable and 
proper. 

Yea, but ſay they, The Surplice is a Rag of 
Rome. Now this Objection proves nothing, but 
the Ignorance of thoſe that make it: For white 
Garments (call em what you will) were in uſe 
long betore there was any ſuch thing as Popery in 
the World, as appears from what has been al- 
ready ſaid. Nor can our Adverſaries do the 
Church of Rome a greater Kindneſs, or wound 
the Proteſtant Religion more dceply, than by 
granting that white Garments and Popery are 
of the ſame Anriquity, that is, as old as Chriſtia- 
nity it ſelf at the leaſt. Beſides, ſure our Adver- 
ſaries will have more Wit than to ſay, That God 
himſelf, Cc. have been repreſented in Scripture, 
as wearing Rags of Rome; and that our Saviour, 
c. did actually wear em. 

But they tell us, That the Surplice has been 
abus d by the Papiſts to Idolatrous and Superſti- 
tio is Ules. Firſt, As for its being abus d to Ido- 
latrous Uſes, no Man in his Wits did cver aſſert, 
That the Papiſts do worſhip the Szrplice. Nor 
does their uſing the Surplice, either make their 
Worſhip idolatrous, or increaſe the Idolatry of 
it. For certainly worſhipping a mere Creature 
with divine Honour, is real and true Idolatry ; 
and neither more or leſs ſuch, whether the Prieſt 
that officiates has a Surplice on, or no. And 
therefore, all that our Adverſaries can rationally 
me in, is this, viz. That the Surplice has been 
worn by the Papiſts, when they practiſe Idola- 
try, And this, indeed, is very truc. Again, 
Secondly, As to its being abus'd to ſuperſtitions 
Ules ; Tis certain, that the Worſhip of the Pa- 
piſts is S1perſtitious ; But it is not the Pricſt's 
| WCear- 
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wearing a Surplice, thar does cither make that 
to be Superſtitious, which would otherwiſe not 
have been ſuch ; or make it more ſuperſtitious, 
than it would have been, if the Prieſt did not 
wear a Swurplice, For certainly the Practice of 
the Roman Fopperies is Superſtitious, whether the 
Man that practiſed them, be cloath'd in white or 
black, or any other Colour. All therefore that 
our Adverſarics can rationally mean, is this, viz, 
That the Surplice has been worn by the Papiſts, 
when they practiſe Superſtition. And this indeed, 
is very true. 

But though it be granted, that the Surplice 
has been in this Senſe abus d to ſuperſtitious and 
idolatrous Uſes ; will it follow from thence, that 
a Surplice is either unlawful or inexpedient 2 We 
all know, that white Garments had been in this 
Senſe abus'd to ſuperſtitious and idolatrous Ules, 
before Daniel repreſented God himſelf as wearing 
ſuch Garments, and before our Saviour and the 
Angels wore em, and before the Saints were re- 
preſented as cloath'd with 'em, and betore they 
became the miniſterial Ornaments of the Primi- 
tive Times: And if ſuch an Abuſe mace them 
unlawful or inexpedient, can it be concerv'd, that 
the Pcimitive Church, and the infpir'd Writers, 
nay, God himſelf, would fo plainly countenance 
them. 

Bur farther, If we mult not be allow'd to wear 
ſuch Garments, as others have practis'd Idolatry 
or Superſtition in, what wiil become of our Ad- 
verſaries themſelves? We ſuppoſe they will grant, 
that the Popiſh Laicty and the Pagans, als as 
certainly Superſtitious, and Idolaters, as the Po- 
piſh Clergy; and therefore, if thoſe Garments 
which the Popiſh Clergy wear, when they prac- 
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tiſe Superſtition and Idolatry, muſt for that Rea- 
ſon be foroorn; then thoſe Garments which the 
L1tery of the Church of Rome and the Pagans 
wear, when they practiſe Superſtition and Idola- 
try, have been practis d by fome or other in 
ali ſorts of Garments, particularly in Cloaks. 

But what needs much diſputing ? A white 
Garment has no Bugbears in it, nothing that 
diſturbs Devotion, no talſe Doctrine, no Croſſes, 
no Images, or the like: And therefore ſince our 
Governours enjoyn it, Why may it not be worn? 
We would only beg this Favour of our Adver- 
ſaries, viz. That they would not ſpend ſo much 
Zeal againſt an innocent Surplice, till they have 
found by Experience, that they can't ſay their 
Prayers, whil:t a white Garment is worn in the 
Church. And if they forbear till then; we may 
be ſure we ſhall never hear more of ſuch trifl*ng 


Ob jections, as ought rather to be laugh'd at, 
than confuted. | 


CHAP. 


— — — 


— — 


— — 
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CHAP. XVI. 


Of Reading Apocryphal Books in the 
/ CHURCH. 


Q. NOTHER Error our Diſſenters ſay 


we commit, in that we read Apocryphal 
Books in the Church, and give the ſame Honour to 


them that we do to Canonical Scripture. Anſwer me 
this Objection. 

A. Tho' our Church eſtcems the Word of God, 
the beſt Means whereby to inſtill Piety and Vir- 
tue to Men's Hearts; yet ſhe can never be 
perſwaded, that it is a Sin to read other Sorts of 
Writings, compoſed by the beſt of Men, and 
well ſuited to the Edification of the Hearers. 
For if ſo, then to what purpoſe ſhould there be 
any Preaching of Sermons ? How would the Peo- 
ple negle& the beſt Performances of this kind, 
if they were once perſwaded, that it was unlaw- 


ful for them to hear any thing but pure literal 
Scripture ? 


The 
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The Senſe of the ancient Church was the ſame 
in this, with that of ours at this Day. Dionyſius 
of Corinth, who lived in the ſecond Century, ac- 
quaints us, That Clements Epiſtle was read, ac- 
cord ing to ancient Cuſtom, in the Church of Co- 
rint hb. And Euſebius ſays, It was read in his time, 
in many Churches. St. Auſtin relates, How the 
Hiſtorics of the Martyrs were read in the Afri- 
can Church, with certain Narratives of Mira- 
cles obtained by the Chriſtians Prayers. The 
Books of Wiſdom, Ecclefiaſticus, Tobit, Judith, 
and the Maccabees, are commanded by the Coun- 
cil of Carthage to be publickly read in the Church. 
And Rufinus tells us, They were alſo read in his 
Time, tho' never made of equal Authority with 
Canonical Scripture. Since that, Ifdorus, Raba- 
uus, Abauris, and many more, ſaid the ſame thing 
of them. But there is not one Sunday in all the 
Year, on which any of our Leſſons are taken out 
of Apocryphal Books. That diſtinguiſhing Ho- 
nour is paid to ſacred Scripture alone, to be read 
on theſe ſolemn Occaſions. And becauſe then 
are the greateſt Aſſemblies of Chriſtians, both of 
learned and unlearned, it is wiſely ordered that 
they ſhould be all inſtructed out of the genuine 
Word of God, and that ignorant People ſhould 
have nothing to take Otfence at. The Apocry- 
phal Books are aſſigned to the Feſtivals of Saints, 
or the common Week-Days, and to the Autumn 
Quarter, when Harveit - Work makes Country 
Congregations thin. And even then the ſecond 
Leſſons is always Canonical Scripture. Which one 
would think ſhould filence the calumniating 
Tongues of our Advcrſarics on this Head. 


Q. But 
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Q. But our Diſſenters ſay, that theſe Stories exclude 
a great Part of Canonical Scripture out of the Church. 
bat can you ſay to this? 

A. We wonder with what Face the Objectors 
can ſay this! When there is more Canonical 
Scripture read in our Churches (even tho' we 
ſhould except the Pſalms, Epiſtles, and Goſpels) 
in two Months, than there is in a whole Year in 
the largeſt Meetings of our Adverſarics. But to 
rid our Hands of this Calumny, that we exclude 
the Scriptures, let it be remember'd, that almoſt 
the whole Bible is read over in our Church once 
a Year, a few Genealogical or obſcurely Pro- 
phetical Chapters being omitted. 

But thole Parts of the Apocryphal Writings 
which our Ad verſaries moſt carp at, are not 
wholly without Excuſe. Take the moſt excep- 
tionable Picce, Bel and the Dragon, and let it 
paſs for fabulous; yet ſtill as a pious All gory, 
in Faſhion with the Jews, it may be ».tain'd. 
Nay, ſome very Icarned and wiſe Men. wiz. Ire- 
naus, Tertullian, Cyprian, Nazianzer. have aſ- 
ſcrted the Truth of the plain M <r of Fact. 
And tho' the Hiſtory of Suſar -an be the Sub- 
ject of their Scofis, yet St. Jm and Origen writ 
Commentarics upon it: A the moſt ancient 
Writer, St. Cement, quotes her as an admirable 
Pattern of Female Virtue. Which ſuffic:ently 

emonſtrates, that in thoſe Days theſe Books had 
their Authority in the Church. 

In this, as well as other Things, the great 
Moderation of our Church is ſeen, which not 
willing to deprive the Flock of Chriſt of any 
Book which mighr ſerve to their Edification, 
hath retained ſeveral Chapters of the Apecrypha 
to this Purpoſe, But vet left ue ſhould ſeem to 

doat 
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doat on them as much as the Church of Rome 
doth, ſhe hath turn'd out of her Kalendar all 
thoſe Parts which are groſsly erroneous, that 
the People may not be miſ-led by the Read- 
ing of them. 


CHAP. 


CHAP. XVII. 


Of Singing and Mufick in 
CHURCHES. 


Q UR Adverſaries ridicule our Singing and 

Mufick in Cathedrals, and Collegiate Chur- 
ches and Chapels, ſaying, it is Popiſk and Antichri- 
flian. Anſwer this Impeachment. 

A. They ſhould conſider how unjuſtly they 
condemn Vocal and Inſtrumental Muſick, which 
even Nature, by a tacit Approbation, has brought 
into Uſe. For not to enter into the Fictions of 
the Poets concerning it, how Woods and wild 
Beaſts have followed it, and the Dead been 
rais'd by it; we find, by our Obſervation, that 
brute Creatures are ſenſible of it, and ſtand ſtill 
to hear it; that Barbarity it ſelf is mollify'd by 
an harmonious Variety of Sounds; that — 

e, 
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ble, retired People may be prevail'd on by it to 
leave their Solitude, and be pleas' d with our 
Company and Diverſions. There is ſcarce any 
Man of ſo hard a Nature, and ſo averſe to this 
Kind of Pleaſure, but will, upon hearing the beft 
M: fick, be warned and affected, nay even ra- 
viſh'd and tranſported ſometimes. Now fince our 
Souls are ſo much accuſtom'd to worldly Mat- 
ters, *as to be very cold and flow to the Love of 
God, we have need of ſuch Helps as theſe to 
warm our Affections, and put them in Motion. 
By theſe we are diſpoſed to be more importunate 
in our Prayers for any Divine Favour, to com- 
memorate it, when obtain'd, with more hearty 
Thankfulneſs, and to make the Impreſſion of it 
in our Memorics more deep and laſting. 

Of ſo great Eſteem is Muſick, whether Vocal 
or Inſtrumental, that ſome have affirmed, the 
Soul it ſelf is Harmony. All Ages, Nations, and 
People, in all Conditions, have delighted in it, as 
a proper Recreation to relieve the Spirits when 
they have been overpreſs'd with the Multiplicity 
or Difficulty of Buſineſs: And tho” ſome ſort of 
Muſick, or the whole miſapplied, is nauſeous and 
infectious, yet the good ought to be continued 
as a powerful Inſtrument to excite Men to the 
Practice of Virtue, becauſe its Native Powers are 
available, in reducing Men to an equal Temper 
when diſcompoſed; to quicken and invigorate 
the Spirits when dull, and allay them when too 
hot ; and by Experience, are found to be a So- 
vereign Antidote againſt black Melancholy and 
Deſpair, and to enliven Devotion. 


David, | 


_ 
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David, we muſt own, was a wiſe and pious 0 
King; yet he did not think it too mean an Ot- 
fice to compoſe a Set of Hymns for the Uſe of 
the Temple, and either made the Tunes him- 
ſelf, or order'd the beſt Maſters to make them. 
And he thought them of ſuch neceſſary Uſe in 
the Houſe of God, that he left behind him ex- 
cellent Compoſitions both of Vocal and Inſtru- 
mental Muſick, which were uſed in the Temple 
at Jeruſalem by the Appointment of God himſelf, 
till che Time of our Bleſſed Saviour; 2 Sm. G. 5. 
1 Chron. 15. 16. 2 Chron. 5. 12. 29. 5. Who, al- 
though he reproves all other ſuperſtitions Rites 
and Innovations which he found introduced in 
that Church, ſays not a Word againſt Mufick. 

And about two hundred Years atter his Reſur- 
rection, we find Clemeus of Alexandria, a Presby- 
ter of great Piety and Learning, adviſing his 
Flock to mix Inſtrumental Muſick with their 

Devotion; If you can play upon the Hurp, I 
| commend yen, jor you imitate that Righteous He- 
brew Prince, whoſe Service was acceptable to Ged. 

St. Hilary tells us, That the Singing of a Pſalm 
is when the Organ leads, and the emulous 
Voice of the Choir fo!lows it. For David pro- 
pheſicd upon an Organ, which in the Greek 
is called a Pſaltery, the molt cxcellent of all 
Muſical Inſtruments. St. Bazil ſays, That a 
Pſalm is a Muſical Speech when it is tunably 
play'd upon an Organ, after the ex2& Rule of 
Muſical Conſort. 

The Organ alſo is almoſt univerſally made 

uſe of in all Proteitant Churches. And is not 

this Authority enough to skreen the Organ 
from the Cenfurcs of our Difleaters, who 
? have the Ignorance to call it a Remain of 
Popery, when it evidentiy appears to have 
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been in Uſe before there was any ſuch Thing 
as Popery in the World. 

But one would think the Nature and Rea- 
ſonableneſs of the Thing it ſelf would ſuf- 
ficiently juſtly the Organ in Divine Wor- 
fiip, without the Recommendation of Anti- 
quity : For there is ſuch a Sympathy be- 
tween Sounds and Paſſions, that they are by 


i 
' 


| 


Turns the natural Effects and Cauſes of each 


other: And true Devotional Muſick very di- 
vinely opens the Affections of the Soul, com- 
poſes the Thoughts, and calms the Mind: 
And the Organ has ſomething in it fo ſweet, 
ſo ſolemn, ſo Angelical, that it is pity God 
ſhould loſe the Honour and Glory of it in 
his Scryice, or Min be deprived of what 
raviſhes his Soul, and invigorates his Piety 


in the moſt ſublime, the moſt ſeraphick Man- 


ner. Our Diſſenters diſlike the Reſponſals of the 
Congregation, and the People's ſaying the 
Conteſſion, and the Lord's - Prayer after the 
Miniſter, and their alternate reciting the Pſalms 
and Hymns, and ſome Petitions in the Daily 
Service. 

Now they ought to conſider what has been 
often ſaid, viz. That this Way is apt to check 
a wandering Spirit, to help Attention, and 
quicken a living Zcal in God's Service, whillt 
we invite and provoke gone another to pray 
and give Thanks. 

But why do theſe Objectors condemn them- 
ſelves by their own Practice? For they are 
for the moſt part, extrcamly addicted to Sing- 
ing Pſalms; and ſuch Pfalms as are very 
much varied from the Original, by the Mea- 
ſures and Rhymes into which they are put. 
Now who is ſhrewd enough to give a good 

| Reaſon 
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Reaſon why Inſtrumental Muſick ſhouid be lawful 
in the Jewi5 Church, and Vocal unlawful in ours? 
If they object, (as they ſometimes do) that 
hereby the Spirit is ſtinted, pray which is 


| moſt likely to ſtint the Spirit, religiouſly ad- 


hering to the Words as they were dictated 
by the Spirit, or varying and changing them, 
putting in, and leaving out, to fit them to 
the Rules of Verſe? Which is more ſuper- 
ſtitious, the very Words of Scripture ſet to 
Muſick, or the u Pſalmody which ſo 
ſtrangely tortures and diſguiſes them? 

That which further vindicates the Way of 
Singing we are Pleading for, is the Practice o:? 
the Primitive and Catholick Church. The 
Ant iphone, or Chanting of the Pſalms by 
Turns, 1s taken Notice of by Socrates as a 
very early Practice of the Eaſtern Churches, 
for he makes St. Euatius to be the Author of 


it. And it was ſoon receiv'd in other Places: 


And none of the ancient Fathers mention it o- 
therwiſe than as a very laudable and pious Uſage. 
But without troubling our felves abour 


the Author, or the Time it began, the 


World having been acquainted with it a- 
bove twelve hundred Years, and therefore have 
had ſufficient Time to know whether it be good 
or evil, and whether, in Compliance with hu- 
mourſome People, they ſhould baniſh a decent 
Cuſtom, which all the Churches that profeſs 
Chriſtianity through the World have received, 


Councils and Laws approved, and has never 


till now been accuſed of any Inconvenience, 
but thought agrecable to the Apoltle's Exhor- 
tation, Speak to your ſelves in Pſalms, &c. The 
Want whereof may be a Wound, but the Con- 
tinuance no Blemiſh to the Church of God. 

K CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVII 
Of St. Athanaftius's Creed. 


Q. } JPON what Occaſion did St. Athanaſius 
| write his Creed ? 

A. In the Reign of Conſtuntine the Emperor, 
about three Hundred Years after Chriſt, Arius, a 
Prieſt in the Church of Alexandria, being dil- 
contcated that another ſhould be preferred betore 
him, his ſubtil Wit was reſolved, in Revenge, to 
give the Church all the Trouble he poſſibly could, 
and therefore broached a peſtilent Hereſy, deny- 
ing the Deity of our Lozn Jesus Curisr, and the 
Coequality and Coeternity of the Son with the 
Father, contained, but not openly expreſs'd in 
the former Creed: For this damnable Opinion, 
he was deprived by his Dioceſan, but that increa- 
ſed his Obſtinacy, and multiply'd his Foliowers, 
till the Emperor Cojtautine, to reduce the (hurch 
to Unity, aſſembled Three Hundred and Eighteen 
Biſhops in the Council of Nice, w, ich produced 
what we call the Nicene Creed, which the Arians 
themſelves ſubſcribed to, but underhand promo- 
ted their Hereſy; and in Time having gained the 
Emperours Conſtantius, Juliau, and Fulentiuian, 
to their Party, many apoſtatized, the World grew 
Arian, and none publickly defending the Truth 

but 
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but Athanaſius, Biſhop of Alexandria; they gave 
him all the Trouble tor forty Years together, that 
either Wit, Power, or Malice, could invent or 
execute, yet in all their ſlanderous Accuſations, 
he became a Conqueror, and was acquitted by 
the general Vote of his Enemies. His whole 
Life being ſifted, and nothing being obſerved 
during the Continuance of that long Tragedy, 
but what became a Wiſe Man to do, and 2 
Righteous Man to ſuffer, it ſeemed that the 
whole World was againſt Athanaſius, and Atba- 
ua/izs againſt the whole World. 

Fifty Years being conſumed in a doubtful Try- 
al, which of the two ſhould prevail, the Side 
which had all, or that which had no Friend but 
God and Death, one to defend his Innocency, 
the other to finiſh his Moleſtations; in part of 
that Time, he compoſed his Creed, ſent it firſt 
to Jalius Biſhop of Rome, then to the Emperour 
88 who approving it, the Eaſtern and 

eſtern Churches received it as an ineſtimable 
Treaſure, and were induced to credit that Prin- 
ciple, not only for it ſelf, but alſo by the Victory 
that God had given it over Hereſy. Now this 
Creed clearing the Truth, which Hereſy by ſini- 
ſter Interpretation atrempred to pervert in the 
firſt and moſt ancient Apoſtolical Creed, was una- 
nimouſly received by all Chriſtian Churches as 
well as ours: And they that think it ought to be 
baniſhed out of the Church of England, becauſe 
Arianiſm is, as they ſay, extinguiſhed, either 
little underſtand the Continuance and Growth 
of that pernicious Here!y among us, or would 
promote it by Connivance, or by removing the 
Antidote, give Way to the Infection: For this 
Creed condemns all ancient and modern Here- 


ſies, and is the Sum of all Orthodox Divinity. 
K 2 Q. But 
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Q. But is ſeems to condemn all Diſſenters from it 


with too much Severity What can you ſay to this ? 
A. Let them remember ; Such as hold any of 
theſe Fundamental Hereſies are condemned in 
Scripture, 1 Joh 2. 22, 23. Chap. 5. 12. And 
the Doctrines are called damnable Hereſies, 2 Pet. 
2. 1. From whence it was the Primitive Cuſtom, 
after a Confeſſion of the Orthodox Faith, to paſs 
an Anathema againſt all that denied it. But 
however, for the Eaſe and Satisfaction of ſome 
Pcople, who have a Notion that this Crecd re- 


quires every Perſon to aſſent to, or believe eve- | 


ry Verſe in it, on pain of Damnation : And who 
therefore (becauſe there are ſeveral Things in it 


which they cannot comprehend) ſcruples to re- 


pcat it, for fear they ſhould anathematize or con- 


demn themſelves ; we deſire to offer what follows 
to their Conſideration; wiz. That howſoever 
plain and agrecable to Reaſon every Verſe in this 


Creed may be ; yet we are not requir'd by the 


Words of the Crecd, to believe the whole on | 


pain of Damnation, For all that is requir'd of 
us as neceſſary to Salvation, is, that before all 


Things we hold the Catholick Faith: And the 
Catholick Faith is, by the 3d and 4th Verſes, ex- 
plain d to be this, That we worſhip One God in 


Trinity, and Trinity ia Unity; neither confoundiug 


the Perſons, nor dividing the Subſtance. This there- 
fore is declared neceflary to be believed. But all 


that follows from hence to the 26th Verſe, is on- 


ly bro1ght as a Proof and Illuſtration of it; and 


therefore requires our Aſſent no more than a 
Sermon does, which is made to prove or illuſtrate 
a Text. The Text, we know, is the Word of 
God, and therefore neceſſary to be believed: But 


no Perſon is, for that Reaſon, bound to believe 


every Particular of the Sermon, deduc'd from it, 
| upon 


t 
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upon Pain of Damnation, tho' every Tittle of ir 
may be true. The ſame we take it to be in this 
Crecd. The Belief of the Catholick Faith be- 
fore-mention'd, the Scriptures make neceſſary to 
Salvation, and therefore we muſt believe it : 
But there is no ſuch Neceflity !aid upon us to 
believe the Illuſtration that is there given of it, 
nor does the Creed it ſelf require it: For it 

ocs on, in the 26th and 27th Verſes, in theſe 

ords; So that in all Things as is aforeſaid, the 
Unity in the Trinity, and the Trinity in Unity is 
to be worſhipped : He therefore that will be ſaved, muſt 
thus think of the Trinity. Where it plainly paſ- 
ſes off from that Illuſtration, and returns back 
to the 4th and 5th Verſes, requiring only our 
Belief of the Catholick Faith, as there expreſs'd, 
as neceſſary to Salvation. Wherefore let us firm- 
ly believe it, and devoutly uſe it, bleſſing God 
for theſe clear Explications of the ſublime My- 
ſeries of the Trinity and Chriſt's Incarnation, in 
which we muſt ſtrive ro underſtand as much as we 
can, and ſupply the reſt with Silence, Submiſſion 
and Adoration. 

Q What is the Reaſon this Creed is appointed to 
be ſaid upon thoſe Days ſpecify'd in the Rubrick ? 

A. Partly becauſe ſome of them are more pro- 
per for this Confeiſion of Faith, which, being of 
all others the moſt expreſs concerning the Trinity, 
is for that Reaſon appointed on Chriſtmas-Day, E- 
piphany, Eaſter-Day, Aſcenſion- Day, Whit-Sunday, 

rinity- Sunday, and the Day of St. John the Bap- 
tit, at the higheſt of whoſe Acts, (viz. the Bap- 
tiim of our Saviour) was a ſenſible Manifeſta- 
tion of the whole Trinity : And partly, that it 
mighz be ſaid once a Month at the leaſt, and 


— on St. Matt hias, and the other Saints- 
Days 
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CHAP. XIX. 
Of te Diſcipline of the Church of England. 
UR Adverſaries reproach our Diſcipline, 


M O complaining that this is not only ſbatter d a- 
mong us, but utterly ſunk and loſt; that we have no 
Punijhients for looſe profane Perſons, but that they run 
on in their ungodly Courſes unreſtrain d. Anſwer this 
Impeachment. 

A. They may be pleas'd to underſtand, that 
our Diſcipline, tho' ſhort of what good Men wiſh 
for, yet is the beſt we can have in theſe miſerable 
Diviſions of the Church. If all Things were 
compoſed and quiet amongſt us, then we could 
eaſily apply new Laws to the reſtraining of grow- 
ing Evils. But in our preſent troubleſome Cir- 
cumſtances, it is thought by moſt intelligent Per- 
ſons too raſh an Attempt to ſtir the old Founda- 
tions. However, our preſent State of Diſcipline 
dcſerves ſo little to be deſpiſed, or charged with 
any flagrant Diſorder, that it is not a Jot inferior 
to the compleateſt Rules of other Churches, 25 
every impartial Judge muſt needs grant, 

All England is divided into about ten thouſand 
Pariſhes ; over every one of which there preſides 


_ 
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a Rector or Vicar, who has Authority to preach 
the Word of God, and adminiſter the Sacraments : 


who is bound to perform Divine Offices on Sn 


day and Holy-days, according to the Forms pre- 
ſcribed in the Liturgy, to catechiſe the Children, 
viſi: che Sick, and bury the Dead. 

In lik. Manner the Pariſhioners are bound by 
the Laws of the Church, to frequent their Pariſh- 
Churc.ics on Suadays and Holy-days; and there 
devout'y to remain all the Time of publick Pray- 
ers and Scemon; and to receive the Sacrament 
of the Loru's- Supper three times a Year, but eſpe- 
cially at Eaſter. | 

All the Pariſh - Miniſters are ſubje& to one 
Biſhop, tor which Reaſon Eugland is divided into 
twenty ſix Dioceſes. The Biſhop is to ſee that 
theſe Miniſters behave themſelves well, beth in 
their Converſation and their Function; and 
therefore in his Viſitations he cnquires into what- 
ever he thinks may be amiſs. His Office 1s to 
confer Holy Orders, to inſtitute to Livings, and 
to confirm Children inſtructed in the Catechiſm. 
If the Miniſters neglect their Duty, in leſſer Of- 
fences, the Biſhop firſt admoniſhes them; it they 
don't reform, he ſuſpends them; and if incorri- 
gible, he proceeds to cxcommunicate them, and 
deprive them of their Livings. In Crimes of 2 
flagrant Nature, as Adultery, Perjury, or Simony, 
he forthwith deprives and degrades them. Bur 
leſt the Biſhop's Care ſhould not cxtend to all, he 
has commonly two or more Arch-Deacons un- 
der him, who are annually to viſit ſuch Diſtricts 
of the Dioceſe as are aſſign d them, and to report 
the Manners of the Clergy to the Biſhop, or to 
regulate them by their own Authority. 

The Biſhops have their Arch-Biſhops over 
them. Two and twenty are ſubje& to the See 
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of Canterbury, the reſt to that of York. Every 
Arch-Biſhop has Power to correct his Biſhop, if 
he promotes any Clergyman not of his own Di- 
oceſe, without Letters Dimiſſory; if he ordains 
cut of the four Canonical Seaſons, or without a 
Title, or competent Eſtate; or if he be negligent 
in the Diſcharge of his Office, or guilty of any 
grievous Crime. The Arch-Biſhops themſelves 
are ſubje&t to the King, even in Eccleſiaſtical 
Matters. For our Laws declare, That this Realm 
is under one Sovereign King; to whom the whole 
Body Politick, diſtinguiſhed into two Members, 
the Spirituality and the Temporality, ought, next 
under God, to yield a natural and humble Obe- 
cience. 'The King therefore may appoint Dele- 
gates to receive Appeals from Biſhops Cenſures. 
And he hath the fole Power to appoint when any 
Sy nod, Provincial or National, ſhall be held. 
Now we appeal to all impartial Judges, whe- 
ther they ever knew any wiſer Government in 
the whole Chriſtian World, where the King is 
th: Head of ſo many excellent Church-Men, at- 
tending cn the Adminiſtration of Divine Offices, 
without arbitrary or tyrannical Exerciſe of Pow- 
cr. 
But our Church is not without her good Laws 
for the Advancement of Picty, and the Suppreſfi- 
on ot ill Manners. For, according to our Ca- 
nons, all Spreaders of heretical, corrupt Doc- 
trincs, are to be excommunicated. If Men live 
in any notorious Sin, they are to be kept from 
the holy Sacrament. All Perſons of a ſufficient 
Age, who don't communicate at Eaſter, ſhall be 
cited into the Spiritual Court, to be puniſhed for 
neglecting their Chriſtian Duty. Church-War- 
dens are bound by their Oath, to return the 
Names 
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Names of all looſe and ſcandalous Livers, into 
the Biſhop's Court, once a Year (or twice, if the 
Cuſtom of the Place require it,) and at any 
other Time, if they pleaſe, they may preſent for 
groſs Crimes. And if the Miniſter obſerves, that 
the Church-Wardens negle& their Duty out of 
Fear or Slothfulneſs, then the Canons impower 
him to take the Buſineſs of Proſecuting n- 
ders into his own Hands. 

Now if the Party accuſed, be convicted of the 
Crime before ring roy he 1s excommunicated, 
and not admitted to the Sacrament, or any 
Communion in Divine Offices. Crimes of a 
very high Nature are puniſhed with the great- 
er Excommunication, whereby the Offender is 
cut of from Commerce with Chriſtians, even 
in temporal Affairs. | 

If the excommunicated Perſon obſtinately 
perſiſt for forty Days, the King's Writ ſends 
him to Priſon, where he is to continue till he 
makes Satisfaction for his Offence by Penance 
and humble Submiſſion, 

Our Pcnance is a way of expoſing the Of- 
fender, that having a Mark of Infamy ſer up- 
on him, he may be an Example to all Chri- 
ſtians how they fall into the ſame Crimes. 
He who is to do Penance, preſents himſelf a 
little before Morning-Praycr in the Church- 
Porch, in a white Linnen Garment, reaching 
trom his Head to his Heels. In this Garb, 
he is obliged with Tears to beg the Praycrs 
pt all that paſs by. 


Soon 
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Soon after, he is called into the Church, 


As ſoon as he is over the Threſhold, he ought | 


to fall down on his Face, and kiſs the Ground: 
Prefently the Church-Wardens lift him up, 
and ſet him in ſome higher Place of the 
Church, where he may be beſt ſeen of the Peo- 


ple, and hear the Miniſter's Reproofs and Ad- 


monitions relating to his grievous Sin. When 
the Penitent has religiouſly promiſed, that he 
will for the future watch more diligently a- 
gainſt the Temptations of the Fleſh, and has 
cravd Pardon of God and the Church, for 
the Scandal he has given, he is then abſolved 
by the Miniſter. | 


Perſons of ſuperiour Rank, whoſe Honour 


would ſuffer by a publick Penance, are al- 
low'd to ranſome themſelves from the Re- 
proach of it, by a Sum of Money, to be be- 
flow d cither upon the Poor, or upon the 
Buildings of the Church. 


If there be any Fraud or Neglect in theſe 
Things, tis owing to the Corruption and 
Knavery of Mankind, which prevails more or 
leſs in all Nations, notwithſtanding the belt 
Laws that can be made to prevent it, 


But no rational Man will conclude from 
thence, that theſe are ſufficient Reaſons for 
Men to tear the Church to pieces, and quar- 


rcl one with another as if they would mingle 


Heaven and Earth together. 


Ta 
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To conclude; How can our Diſſenters blame 


the Diſcipline of our Church, which is no way 


diſagreeable to Scripture, or contrary to the 
Practice of the Primitive and Catholick Church, 
in its greateſt Purity; and at the ſame time 
have a Diſcipline among themſelves, that has 
neither Scripture, Antiquity, Decency, or Or- 


der to countenance it, 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XX. 


of TRADITION. 


.QINCE the Canon of Scripture is campleat, 
2 8 and more than ſufficient in T reſpect, = 
need is there for adding Tradition to ſuch a perfect 
Rule ? 

A. The divinely inſpired Writings we profeſs 
to be our Rule, and our only perfect Rule of Faith 
and Manners ; but we ſay withal, that the An- 
cients were not only the faithful Gnardians of the 
Sacred Depoſitum, but the ableſt Interpreters alſo 
of that Rule: And that their Writings are left 
too for our Admonition, upon whom the Ends 
of the World are come. And therefore, if we 
would continue ſtedfaſt in the Faith, and avoid 
the Danger of Hereſy, we muſt obſerve two 
Things: The Fiſt is, That we religiouſly adhere 
to that Senſe of the Holy Scriptures, that the Pri- 
mitive and Orthodox Fathers in the firſt four 
Centurics have put upon them. And, Secondly, 


That we agree to what-ever we find to have * þ 


been 
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been anciently decreed by the Authority of all 
the Biſhops of the Primitive and Catholick 
Church, met together in a General Council; pro- 
vided nothing be decreed contrary to God's 
Word. 

We do not reject the ancient Tradition of the 
Church, that is, Doctrine by Word of Mouth, 
in Matters which relate only to external Decency 
and Order of the Church; but do the more rea- 
dily embrace them, becauſe of their Antiquity, 
and that they ſcem ro have been us'd by Chriſtians 
ever ſince the firſt and Apoſtolical Times: Such 
as Signing with the Croſs, praying with the Face 
towards the Eaſt, the Obſervation of Leut, 
Eaſter, &c. We ſay of theſe Things, as Tertullian 
did, If you look for a command in Scripture for theſe 
parts of Chriſtian Diſcipliae, tis to u purpoſe : Tra- 
dition has authorized them, Cuſtom has conſi mid them, 
and Faith (i. e. Orthodox Belicvers) e obſerved 
them. Theſe ancient Uſages are thoſe which E- 
piphanins ſpeaks of, when he ſays, Our Mother, the 
Church has conſtituted certain Laws within her ſelf, 
which are unalterable, and cannot be repealed. We 
— to Tradition, and ancient Eccleſiaſt ical 
Uſage, as a good Witneſs of Matters of Fact, 
that may happen to be queſtion'd or diſputed. It 
any bold irreligious Perſon ſhall deny the Autho- 
rity of St. Matthew's Goſpel, or any other Bool. 
of Canonical Scripture, Where ſhall we go for th- 
Proof of this, but to the Tradition of the Church, 
and ſhew, that theſe Books have always been ac 
knowledged as Divine Writings ? Tertullian fur- 
ther argues from the fame Topick, and ſays, 


That Hereticks are aot ſo readily coajuted by Scripiure, 


yy they either diu, or give fitſe Interpretations of, 


as by appealing to Tradition; that i, as he m_ 
im- 
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himſelf, the uniform and immemorial Cuſtom of all the 
Chriſtian Churches. St. Auſtin ſays, As for Things 
which we obſerve, not from Scripture, but from Tra- 
dition, and which are obſerved all over the World, it 
muſt be ſuppoſed, that theſe were recommended or eſta- 
blijhed, either by the Apoſtles themſelves, or by General 
Councils, whoſe Authority is very wholeſome in the 
Church : No Religion, either true or falſe, ſays he, 
can ſubſiſt without ſome Ceremonies; and to abrogate 
thoſe Things without conſtraint of apparent harm 
thereby arifing, had been to alter unjuſtly, the ancient 
received Cuſtoms of the whole Church, the univerſal 
Practice of the People of God, and thoſe general De- 
crees of the Fathers ; IVhich (in St. Auſtins Lan- 
_ guage) «x Madneſs end Taſolence to do, beth in reſpect 
of the unrverſal Authority of the Catholick Church, auhich 
no particular Church ha:h Power to controul, much leſs 

particular Perſon. 


Articles of Faith, of which there is no ground 
in Scripture. 


Our holy Mother the Church of Englazd, in | 


her 34th Article ſays, © That whoſoever through 
<« his own private Judgement, willingly and pur- 
«© poſely doth openly break the Traditions and 
c Ceremonies of the Church, which be not re- 
« pugnant to the Word of God, and be or- 


* 


_ * ought to be rebuked openly, (that others may 
<« fear to do the like) as he that offendeth againit 
e the common Order of the Church, and hurteth 
« the Authority of the Magiſtrate, and wound- 
C eth the Conſciences of the weak Brethren.” 
Our holy Church likewiſe, in her 3zoth Canon, 
Hold it, © The part of every private Man, both 
* Miniſter and other, rcycrently to retain the 


« Uſe 


But we deny that Tradition, | 
if it could be made good, is ſufficient to eſtabliſh 


dained and approved by common Authority; 
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© Uſe of Ceremonies preſcribed by publick Au- 
« thority, which are conſonant to the Word of 
God, and the Judgments of the ancient Fa- 
« thers ; conſidering, that Things, of themſelves 
tc indifferent, do, in ſome ſort, alter their na- 
© tures when they arc either commanded or for- 
tc bidden by a lawful Magiſtrate ; and may not 
ce be omitted at every Man's pleaſure contrary 
« tothe Law, when they be commanded ; nor 
cc uſed when they are prohibited. 

For St. Paul tells us, That we muſt obey the 
higher Powers, becauſe there is no Power but of God: 
The Powers that be are ordained of God : Wheſoever 
therefore reſiſteth the Power, reſiſteth the Ordinance of 
God : And they that reſiſt, ball receive to themſelves 
damnation, Rom. 13. 1. 2. Whercfore, all thoſe 
lawful Things, which the higher Powers do com- 
mand, are in reality God's Commands ; and who- 
| ſoever diſobeys God's Commands, ſhall undoubt- 
edly be puniſhed hereafter, though he eſcape Pu- 
niſhment here. And conſequently, the Acts for 
 Uniformity (which enjoins the Uſe of Cere mo- 
nies) are arm'd with God's Authority; and who- 
ſocver reſiſts the Commands dceliver'd in thoſe 
Aas, reſiſts God's Authority, and muſt expect 
to ſuffer a Penalty hereafter, though the Act for 
Toleration excus d him from ſuffering any Pe- 
nalty in this preſent World. 

And therefore our Diſſenters ought ſeriouſly 
to conſider, whether they will be able to jiuſtity 
theſe dreadful Effects of their Separation at the 
laſt Great Day. Will they then be able to ſay, 
That they did all that was poſſible to prevent 
them; and that they would never have cauſed 
or kept up theſe Diſturbances, it they could with 
a good Conſcience have comply d with the 7 

bliſh' 
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bliſh'd Church 2 Will they then think, that 1 
Chriſtian ought to eſteem the ſuppoſed Incon- 
veniencies of a Surplice, a Form of Prayer, the 
Croſs in Baptiſm, or the like, more grievous and 
intolerable, than rending and tearing the Church, 
which is the Body of Chriſt, in Pieces ? 

Certainly nothing but the danger of Damna- 
tion by Conformity, can juſtify Non-conformity. 
And therefore our Diſſenters ought to ask their 
own Hearts this plain Queſtion, Do I verily 
believe in my Conſcience, thar I ſhall be damned 
if I joyn with the eſtabliſhed Church? For if 
they do not believe, that Conformity will damn 
their Souls, they are indiſpenſably bound to 


practiſe it. 


CHAP. 


C HAP. XXI. 


Of the Primitive Fathers. 


Q OU have proved in this Treatiſe, that the 
Primitive Fathers, and the Chriſtians in 

the firſt and pureſt Ages, made uſe of the ſame Rites 
Ceremonies that are now uſed in the Church of 
England: Pray give me a Keafon why we jhould 
folow the Doftrines, Cuſtom, and Traditions of theſe 
Chriſtians more than any other ? 
A. Becauſe thoſe Times which came neareſt 
the Apoſtles, were neceſſarily the pureſt, and leſs 
ſubject to Suſpicion of Corruptions either in 
Doctrine, Manners, or Chriſtian Diſcipline, than 
After-ages. For Brooks of Water, the further 
diſtant they are from their Springs, the more 
Filth they contract. The Chriſtian Religion runs 
purer, and ſhines with more Native Beauty and 
Apoſtolical Plainneſs in the Writers of the firſt 
four Centuries, than in thoſe of the ſucceeding 
and more corrupted Ages. For in the firſt Fer- 
vencies of Religion, the Profeſſors minded no- 
thing elſe but to provide for their Poor, to guard 
againſt Hereſy and Innovation, and to live and 
dye by tne Faith. Whereas the moderate and 
L cooler 
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cooler Chriſtians in After-ages, began to ſtrike 
up à cloſer Alliance with the World preſent, to 
max Party and Preferment in Debates tor Truth, 
to fiſh for Gold, and Silver, and worldly Gran- 
dcur from the Goſpel; and, in a Word, to have 
ſome other Deſigns than purely upon Heaven, 
Beſides, the Nearneſs to the Apoſtles, their actu- 
al Acquaintance with ſuch Men as heard the A- 
poſties expound their own Doctrines, their Fami- 
liarity with the Cuſtoms, Traditions, and Phra- 
ſeology oſ the Times; and above all, the extra- 
ordinary Aſſiſtances of the Holy Spirit in thoſe 
early Days of Periecution, are Advantages no 
modern Interpreter muſt pretend to. 

Now the Catholick Doctors of the firſt Ages, 
we find to be all unanimous in the Doctrine of 
the Trinity, tne Divinity of Chriſt, the Neceſſity 
of Church-Communion, in the Form of Church- 
Government, &c. And they confirm'd their Doc- 
trine by Miracles wrought in the Name of Chriſt. 

Now it the Miracles done by the Apoſtles are 
an uaden.able Argument for the Purity of the 
Fa.th in the Apoſtolick Age, then the ſame Mi- 
racies done by their Succeffors, and in the ſame 
Name of the CG uchi d Feſws, are as good an Ar- 
g ment fo: the like Purity in the Ages {ollowing: 
Tney curd the Blind and Deaf, the Lame and 
Sick of the Palſy, and of any other Diſeaſe; they 
cur d em by he ſame Ceremony as the Apoſtles 
dd. .. E Imhoſition of Bands, by the ſame 
F leings and Players, and by the ſame Invoca- 
tion of the ſacred Name of F-{rz crucify'd under 
Pont: ns Pilate ; they rats d the Dead, and that too 
(as {rezen affirms) very commonly, which the 
very Apoſtles are felicin ſaid io do, and the 
P-rion to raiſed, did not juit riſe only but liv'd 
and convers'd among em for many Icars; ticy 

ejected 
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ejected Devils, they had the Gift of Prophecy, of 
Tongues, and diſcerning of Spirits, &c. Theſe 
and many more miraculous Graces recounted by 
Trencus, are not ſpoken of as Things paſt and 
over, and ſuch as he had received by Hear- ſay 
only, but as the common Privileges of ali the 
Churches in his Time, ſuch Miracles as were done 
every Day for the Benefit of the Gentiles, ſuch as 
he himſelf had ſcen and heard in the publick Aſ- 
ſemblies of the Church, and which were confirm'd 
by the Teſtimony of the Univerſal! Church. We 
ſhall now leave it to any Man to judge what 
Deference and Authority is juſtly due to the Wri- 
tings of ſuch Perſons as liv'd and taught in this 
Seaſon of Miracles, and ſign'd their Doccrir.c 
with their Blood. And whether the Church 
continued not in its Original Apoſtolick Purity 
in that Age, when all the mighty Works were 
done by the Succeſſors as were done by the very 
Apoſtles themſelves. 


as. CHAP. 


C HAP. XXII. 
Of the AMEN. 


Q. W HAT i# the Significatioa of Amen? 

A. As it is uſed in the Common» 
Frayer-Book, it bears different Significations, ac- 
cording to the different Forms to which it is 
annexed. Ar the End of Prayers and Collects, it 
is addreſſed to God, and ſignifies, So be it, O Lord, 
as in our Prayers we have expreſſed. But at the End 
of Exhortations, Abſolutions, and Creeds, it 1s 
addreſſed to the Prieſt ; and then the Meaning of 
it 15 either, & be it, this is our Senſe and Meaning; 
or, So be it, we entirely aſſent io and approve of what 
has been ſaid. 

When this Aﬀent was given by the Primitive 
Chriſtians at their publick Offices, they pronoun- 
ced it fo heartily, that St. Jerom compares it to 
Thunder; They eccho out the Amen (faith he) /ike 
a Thunder-Clap. And Clemens Alexandrinus tells 
us, That at the laſt Acclamations of their Prayers, 
they rais d themſelves upon their Tip- toes, (for at 


ſome certain Times they pray'd ſtanding) as if 


they deſit d that that Mord ſhould carry up their 
Bodics as well as their Souls to Heaven. 


Q What 
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Q. What is the Reaſon the Amen is ſometimes 
printed in one Charatter, and ſometimes in another in 
the Common- Prayer- Book ? : 

A. The Reaſon of which we take to be this : 
At the End ot all the Collects and Prayers 
which the Prieſt is to repeat or ſay alone, it is 

rinted in Jtalick, a different Character from the 
Prayers themſelves, to denote, we may ſuppoſe, 
that the Miniſter is to ſtop at the End of the 
Prayer, and to leave the Amen for the People to 
reſpond. But at the End of the Lord's-Prayer, 
Confeſſions, Creeds, &c. and whereſoever the 
People are to joyn aloud with the Miniſter, as if 
taught and inſtructed by him what to ſay, there 
it is printed in Roman, i. e. In the ſame Character 
with the Confeſſions and Creeds, @c. themſelves, 
asa Hint to the Miniſter that he is {till to go on; 
and by pronouncing the Amen himſelf, to direct 
the People to do the ſame, and ſo to ſet their Seal 
at laſt to what they had been before pronouncing. 
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CHAP. XXIII. 


A Perſwaſrve to the Members of the 
Church of E gland, to make uſe of 
thoſe Means of Grace which ſhe has 
preſcribed them. 


Q. CINCE our Church is the holieſt and pure 

Church that ever was, in the World, as in 
the former Parts of this Diſcourſe it was proved to be, 
ought we not to make nſe of thoſe Means of Grace 
which ſhe has preſcribed us ? 

A. To apply what has been ſaid in this Trea- 
tife : If we deſire in good earneſt to be ſaved, 
we mult not content our ſelves with being Mem- 
bers of the Church in general ; nor yet with 
doing only ſome of thoſe Things which ſhe re- 
quireth ot us; but to uſe ail the Means, and ob- 
ſerve the whole Method, which ſhe out of God's 
Holy Word hath preſcribed for that End; other- 
wiſe we ſhall certainly deprive our ſelves of 
ſomething that would have been very Beneficial, 
if not Neceſſary for us. As for Example Sup- 
p-ſe we are Baptiz'd, are we Contirm'd too? 
It we be not, we ſtill want one of thoſe Means 
which the holy Apoſtles, and their Succeflors, in 
all Ages have uſed, whereby to obtain the Gu 
| : an 
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and Graces of God's Holy Spirit for thoſe who 
are Baptized. And ſuppoſe we are Confirm'd, 
do we alſo obſerve the Feſtivals according to 
God's Will and Pleaſure, and the Orders of the 
Church? Do we alſo obſerve the ſeveral Faits of 
the Church ? If we do not, it will be very diffi- 
cult, if not impoſſible, to keep our Bodies in 
that due Frame and Temper, as that they may 
be fit Temples for the Holy Ghoſt to dwell in. 
Do we alſo pray to Almighty God, both pub- 
lickly and privately? And do we perform our 
publick Devotions to God in that Form after 
that Manner, and at ſuch Times, as the Church 
hath appointed? Do we hearken to God's Holy 
Word, as read and expounded by her > Do we 
receive the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper as 
oft as ſhe is ready to give it to us? Do we alſo 
pay that Reſpect and Reverence to the Miniſters 
of our Church, that is due to them who are 
Chriſt's Ambaſſadors, and have derived their 
Commiſſions from our Saviour to Adminilter theſe 
Means of Grace unto us? In ſhort, it we obſerve 
and do what our Holy Church commands in her 
Liturgy, Articles, Canons, and Conſtitutions, we 
ſhall certainly be happy to all Eternity. But it we 
negic&t theſe and the like Means of Salvation, 
which are there adminiſter'd, we had as good be 
out of the Church as in it, and have no more 
ground to expect to be ſaved as being in Commu- 
nion with her, than we have to accompliſh any 
other End without uſing the Means. Whereas, 
it we make a right Uſe of theſe Means, we ſhall 
have a right Judgment in all Things. By theſe 
Means, we ſhall be ſecure from Hereſy and Schiſm, 
and entertain no Doctrine dut what is Catholick 
and Orthodox. By theſe Mears, vhatfoerer 
happens, we ſhall be ſtedfaſt in the Faith of Chriſt, 

and 


( 162 ) 
and not ſuffer our ſelves to be impoſed upon by 
the Adverſaries of our Church on either Side. By 
theſe Means, we ſhall conform to the Diſcipline, | 
as well as Doctrine of our Church, not hypocriti- | 
cally, indifferently and partially; but ſincerely, 
conſtantly, and uniformly. By theſe Means, we 
ſhall live as the Primitive Fathers did, and come 
ſhort of none of the moſt eminent Chriſtians that 
ever lived ſince the Apoſtles Times. By theſe 
Means, we ſhall take the beſt Courſe to ſhame 
the Adverſaries of our Church into a Compliance 
with her, when they ſee how far we out ſtrip ' 
them in all true Grace and Virtue. Yea, by the: 
Means, we ſhall be really Saints on Earth, and 
glorified Saints in Heaven. For if we be as Pious 
towards God, as Loyal to our King, as Sober in 
our ſelves, as Faithful to our Friends, as Loving 
ro our Enemies, as Charitable to the Poor, as 
Juſt to All, as our Church enjoyns us; in a Word, 
if we be as conformable to her, as ſhe is to the 
Catholick Church, we cannot but be happy for 
evermore. So that when we depart our of this 
World, we ſhall be admitted into the bleſſed So- 
ciety of the holy Angels, and the Spirits of juſt” | 
Men made perfect, where we ſhall live with God 
himſelt, 5 and magnity his glorious Name, 
both for his continuing his Church to us, and for 
his adding us to his Church, that we might be 
ſaved, by the Merits and Mediation of our Lord 
and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt : To whom, with the Fu- 
ther, and the Holy Ghoſt, be all Honour and Glory, 
now, for ever. Amen. 
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